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Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 17th June 2021 at Weston Turville Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Baylis, R Blackmore, M Conolly, M Jarvis, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell, M Watson and G Fincham
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
One member of public.
	
	21.103 
	APOLOGIES 
No apologies had been received, all councillors present.
	

	21.104 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
Nothing raised under this item.
	

	21.105 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	21.106 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2021 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  
	

	21.107 
	COUNCILLOR VACANCY
An application to be co-opted had been received and it was unanimously AGREED to co-opt Georgina Fincham to the Council.  Cllr Fincham then duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance and joined the meeting.
	

	21.108 
	FINANCES
a) The list of payments totalling £5709.40 were approved as listed in appendix 2.
b) The bank reconciliation and finance report were noted.
c) Quote to install secondary meter and NEST controller in the Parish Office – it was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote of £350 for NEST controller an £180 for secondary meter to be installed in the office.
	


Clerk

	21.109 
	PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
a) The draft minutes of the recent meeting were noted and the recommendations therein discussed.  It was agreed:
· That the Parish Council write to Transport for Bucks with regard to the condition of the trees before considering whether to use Parish Council funds for tree works on verges around the parish to crown lift trees where required.  It was agreed that it be stressed it was a one off piece of work and that the Parish Council would not be adopting or accepting ongoing responsibility for the trees.
· That the Parish Council contact Environmental Health with regard to measuring pollution levels in Main Street
b) The Clerk had been in contact with the company who installed the other two shelters in the parish and the quotes were discussed.  The Local Area Technician is going to inspect the location for the shelter in Worlds End Lane to ensure there would be enough space left once the shelter is in place for people to safely walk along the pavement.  It was unanimously AGREED to purchase both shelters to be installed provided no objection from Transport for Bucks.
	


Clerk



Clerk


Clerk

	21.110 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The draft minutes of the recent meeting were noted and the recommendations therein discussed.  
i) The following budget virements were agreed:
£6000 for Teen Shelter as this will now be funded through S106 funds
£5000 for maintenance of the amenity land at the Paddocks
Reallocated to the following projects:
· Repaint the white lining in the village hall car park
· Install bollards at the entrance to School Approach to prevent cars parking on the verge
· Install bollards around the Christmas tree area 
· Dig over and turf the area around the Christmas tree
· Memorial to the fallen plane
· Tree maintenance 
ii) It was agreed that the Parish Council investigate options for employing a part time person to carry out some grounds maintenance and other handyman type duties.
iii) It was agreed to accept the recommendation that the following policies be re-adopted with no amendments:
· CCTV Policy and Code of Practice
· Health and Safety Policy
· Document Management and Retention Policy
· Data protection policy
· Privacy Notice
· Subject Access Request Policy

b) Grant Awarding Policy – It was unanimously agreed that this policy be adopted with no amendments.
c) Scheme of Allowances and Expenses - It was unanimously agreed that this policy be adopted with no amendments.
	





Clerk

	21.111 
	EVENTS
a) Picnic in the Park, 26th June – following the recent government announcement, it was unanimously AGREED to cancel this event.
b) Street food market – Following the approach by the organiser a few months ago, Cllrs Simons and Terry had been to one of the street food events held in Haddenham to see how they were run.  The organiser is keen to hold a similar event in the hall car park and would be responsible for the event, including clearing away any litter and managing the event.  It was unanimously AGREED to allow a trial event, the Clerk was asked to write to neighbouring properties to advise them the event was taking place.
c) Platinum Jubilee celebrations – after discussion it was agreed that councillors investigate options for a commemorative item to be given to children in the parish but not to hold a central event, street parties would be encouraged.  The village fete would take place on third Saturday in June as usual.
	




	21.112 
	IMPROVEMENTS TO THE RECREATION GROUND
The s106 application for use of funds for the improvements had been approved by Bucks Council and orders placed for the Petanque Court, paths and children’s playground.  It was anticipated that works would commence in July.
There was no update on when a decision would be made in relation to the MUGA and Skate Park planning application.
The petanque contractor had asked that a declaration be signed to state the Council were not aware of any hazardous substances in the soil.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk sign this on behalf of the Council.
	

	21.113 
	MEMORIAL TO FALLEN PLANE
The response to the Council application for a decision on whether was planning permission was required was noted.  The Planning Officer’s opinion was that planning permission was not required for the memorial but would be if it was to be fenced off.
It was agreed that fencing was not required and that quotes would now be sought for the plaque and installation of plinth and memorial.
	


MW / Clerk

	21.114 
	CLIMATE EMERGENCY
Cllr Blackmore had circulated information regarding climate issues and proposed that the Council declare a climate emergency.  It was agreed further information was required before a decision made on this.  Cllr Blackmore would circulate information about what other parish councils who had declared an emergency were doing and the Clerk would make contact with other clerks.
	

RB / Clerk

	21.115 
	ENVIRONMENT 
a) Update from Cllr Terry on the trees being offered to the Parish Council: no update was available.
b) Purchase of silver birch trees for Brookside and Wendover Road – it was unanimously AGREED to purchase two silver birch trees at a cost of £99.99 each to be planted in September.  Cllr Fincham offered to check the ph levels of the soil in the locations they were to be planted.
c) Cllr Terry reported that she and Cllr Simons had bought plants and compost and planted them in the planters around the village.  There had been an issue with some of the plants subsequently being stolen and this had been reported to the police.
	Primroses had been planted at the junction of Worlds End Lane and Church Lane.
d) The purchase of signs at a cost of £426.15 for wildflower areas and verges that were intended to be left uncut was approved in retrospect.
	

	21.116 
	SCHOOL APPROACH AND RECREATION GROUND 
a) The ROSPA inspection had been carried out the previous month and highlighted a number of issues.  Any equipment that was unsafe had been taped up and signs put up.
A quote of £630 had been obtained to repair the equipment that was being kept and it was unanimously AGREED to accept this.
The zip wire had been vandalised the previous week and was now chained up as not safe to use.  This would not be repaired as it was due to be removed in July as part of the improvements to the recreation ground.
b) Tennis Court – some of the wooden fencing around the tennis courts is in need of repair and part of the wire fencing needs re-tensioning.  A quote had been requested from ETC Sports but not received in time for this meeting.
c) Antisocial Behaviour – There had been a few incidences of ASB around the hall and recreation ground, theft of plants, vandalism in the playing fields.  This had been reported to Thames Valley Police who were now carrying out regular patrols of the area.
d) Football pitch hire and fees for 2021-22 season – Both Stoke Mandeville FC and AC Colts had expressed a wish to continue using the pitches next season.  It was unanimously AGREED to offer a contract to both on the same terms as 2020-21 season.  
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	21.117 
	WENDOVER COMMUNITY BOARD
The next meeting of the Community Board would be on 1st July.  Cllr Simons was unable to attend, Cllr Blackmore would attend to represent the Council.  Council asked that the  following matters be raised:
· Funding bid for dropped kerbs and resurfacing of pavement in Marroway
· Update on funding bid for improvements to the Wendover Arm canal path
· Road signs being obscured by overgrown bushes and trees throughout the county
	

	21.118 
	CORRESPONDENCE
Nothing to report.
	

	21.119 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Chairman reported he had written to Bucks Councillors and the planning officer with regard to the use of s106 funds from Hampden Fields asking how the decision had been made and the legality of using the funds on existing facilities that were privately managed.
The Clerk’s report was noted and a copy attached as Appendix 3.
	

	21.120 
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OR NEXT AGENDA
Cllr Watson asked that rights of way be included on the next agenda to consider setting up a group to walk the paths and report on their condition.
Cllr Conolly raised the condition of the paths in Main Street and said they were hazardous.  This needed to be referred on to Transport for Bucks.
Cllr Baylis said he had been contacted by residents of Hampden Hall with regard to speeding, Cllr Simons said it would be included on the schedule for speedwatch to gather information.
	
Clerk



MS/JP

	21.121 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Council would be at 7pm on 15th July in the Village Hall.
	

	21.122 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
It was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
	

	21.123 
	LEASE OF LAND FOR COMMUNITY ORCHARD
It was unanimously AGREED that the lease be signed for the land and that the Chairman sign the statutory declaration on behalf of the Council. 
	




	21.124 
	SOLAR PANELS
It was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote from JoJu Solar for the solar panel array to be installed at the village hall.  It was noted there would be an additional cost for a structural survey before the panels could be installed.
	




Signed:								Date: 		15th July 2021 	

Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	21.57 
	Research ground source heating for hall
	MS / Clerk
	

	21.60
	Write to Strategic Planning Committee re use of s106 from Hampden Fields
	MJ / Clerk
	

	21.94a
	Request further information re trees available for planting
	CT
	

	21.99
	Ask local farmer re logs for School Approach
	MJ
	

	21.108 
	Place order for NEST and secondary meter for office
	Clerk
	

	21.109
	Contact TFB with regard to trees on highways land
	Clerk
	

	21.109
	Contact EH re measuring pollution levels in Main Street
	Clerk
	

	21.109
	Order bus shelters
	Clerk
	

	21.110
	Update RBS with budget virements
	Clerk
	

	21.110
	Costs and duties for a part time handyman
	Clerk
	

	21.113
	Quotes for memorial to plane
	Clerk
	

	21.115
	Place order for silver birch trees
	Clerk
	

	21.116
	Place order for repairs of play equipment
	Clerk
	

	21.116
	Send out contracts for 2021-22 football season
	Clerk
	

	21.123
	Send signed lease to solicitor
	Clerk
	

	21.124
	Place order for solar panels
	Clerk
	





Appendix 2 – Payments list
	17/06/2021
	EON
	street light electric June
	DD
	£300.70

	18/06/2021
	Cloudy IT
	Software licences and support
	electronic
	£78.72

	18/06/2021
	Playsafety Ltd
	ROSPA inspection
	electronic
	£198.00

	18/06/2021
	Action Heating Ltd
	Repair to hall boiler
	electronic
	£114.00

	18/06/2021
	Buxton
	WT Times Summer edition printing
	electronic
	£733.70

	18/06/2021
	Cllr Terry
	Cost claim - plants and compost
	electronic
	£116.94

	18/06/2021
	Lengthsman
	Village tidying May 
	electronic
	£676.00

	18/06/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE & NI May
	electronic
	£610.03

	18/06/2021
	Clerk
	June Salary and cost claim
	electronic
	£2,223.17

	18/06/2021
	Bucks Council Pensions
	May pension contribution
	electronic
	£658.14

	 
	 
	 
	TOTAL 
	£5,709.40





Appendix 3 – Clerks Report

Litter and Dog bins
There continues to be an issue with bins in Weston Turville being missed on the collection days.  Each time this has bene taken up with Bucks Council’s Street Scene team and they have got them emptied the same day of reporting.  If this happens whilst I am on leave, this should be reported to Street Scene at Bucks Council.

Overhanging hedges/shrubs
Following complaints made by local residents, a number of letters have been sent out to homeowners reminding them of their obligation to cut back foliage that is overhanging or obstructing footpaths and roads.
I have been unable to identify the owner of some land in Brook End and have referred this to Transport for Bucks for them to look into and deal with.  
There is also a stretch of hedging in front of Honeysuckle Place which the housing association is disputing is theirs to maintain and TFB adamant it is.  An email has been received today from the housing association confirming they will cut the hedges back in the first week of July.
Ownership of one of the trees identified as being dangerous was being disputed by the householder and this has also been referred to Transport for Bucks.

Parish Litter Pick
This is due to take place on 19th June, all equipment is stored in the office hall way.

Loose dogs
There have been a few reports of loose dogs in Marroway, I have referred this to TVP who will assess and issue a community protection notice if required as they did last year.  TVP have confirmed that if the dog is in the road and causing a danger then it should be reported to 999 at time, otherwise 101.
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