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Message from the Editor 

As we approach the end of another year it is a time for reflection but also a time to 
ƭƻƻƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 
forward to here in our parish, from the warmth of local events to the deepening of 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ 

²ƛƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
happening in our environment. WeΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ parish 
is not only a wonderful place to live in today but a place where future generations can 
thrive as well. A central part of that vision is caring for our open spaces. Whether it's 
our grass verges, wildflower areas or parks, we all have a role to play in ensuring 
these areas continue to be a rich habitat for wildlife, a peaceful retreat for residents, 
and a source of pride for our community. 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
our parish: the opportunity to purchase land for a community orchard. Imagine a 
space where we can gather, plant, nurture, and harvest fruits togetherτa place that 
will not only beautify our parish but also serve as a tangible reminder of our collective 
commitment to sustainability. Your support is vital to the success of the project so 
please let us know your thoughts, see page 7. 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ 
green spaces, from better management of our grass verges to the improvement of 
wildflower areas. These small steps add up, helping to protect the biodiversity that 
makes our parish so special. Every bit of grass and every wildflower patch is a 
reminder that the world is still full of beauty and possibility, even in the middle of 
winter. 

There are ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ Christmas celebrations or 
volunteer opportunities to help look after our green spacesΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
everyone to enjoy and get involved in. I encourage you all to come out, meet your 
neighbours and contribute to the sense of community that makes our parish so 
unique. 

Wishing you all a wonderful winter and a very happy 2025. 

Cllr Laura Cook, Editor 
          
The Weston Turville Times is a community magazine for the parish of Weston Turville.  It is 
published quarterly by Weston Turville Parish Council and distributed free of charge to every 
house and many businesses in Weston Turville. 

The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial team or the Parish 
Council. We do not endorse any of the suppliers advertising in the magazine. 

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  We 
reserve the right to edit all articles. The deadline for the next issue is 24th January 2025.   
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Parish Council News  

ChairΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

Dear All 

We are delighted to let you know that work has started 
on our new Café at the back of the Village Hall and will be opening early next year. We 
look forward to seeing you there for coffee and cakes. 

Outdoor gym equipment was installed on the Recreation Ground this summer and is 
now being enjoyed by many. Do come along and have a go. We will have 
demonstrations of how to use the various items in the new year when the Café is 
opened. We have also installed benches for watching tennis by the courts.  

Feedback on Consultations 

Many thanks for your feedback on the Christmas tree and chestnut tree lighting 
proposal by a villager in the Autumn edition of WTT.  Most of your responses were 
against having another tree by the war memorial and against the idea of having lights on 
the chestnut tree in that area. The main reason against was the high cost but some also 
strongly felt that this area is for quiet remembrance of those who lost their lives and not 
an appropriate place for a Christmas tree.  People also appreciated the tree in the 
existing location by the village hall.  The village hall is the hub for community activities 
with a safe area for people to gather round the tree for carols being away from the road, 
and a good location to be seen by many as they come out of school or walk their dogs or 
visit the recreation ground to use the many facilities that are now there.   

The second consultation was about turning off streetlights between midnight and 5am 
to enable bats and insects to continue their life cycles more successfully. This received a 
balance of responses, half agreed with turning lights off at these times and half had 
concern about it being too dark to walk around. The PC will look further into the lighting 
levels in the village.  

The earlier consultation regarding an insignia for the chair of the PC was 
evenly split and when put to a vote by the Parish Council it was agreed 
by the majority and has subsequently been purchased. Although I 
personally voted against it, I then became chair and have worn it. I find 
the insignia very beautiful, an enamelled version of our parish sign. I 
have worn it at several events already and found it really helpful.  We PC 
chairs are able to locate each other easily and share what we are doing 
in our villages, learn from each other and sometimes collaborate.   

Climate and Biodiversity 

Our wildflower beds around the village have continued to provide food and homes for 
many insects. Most of them have been cut back now that the seeds have dispersed and 
many bulbs have been planted ready for the spring.  
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More wildflower plugs were planted in the area by the tennis courts to increase the 
diversity there while the seeded wildflowers continue to get established. We scarified 
the ground and scattered more yellow rattle seeds to discourage the grass in this area 
and will be repeating again this year.  Wildflower beds can take several years to 
establish and Weston Turville Wombles will continue to manage these areas with the 
support of Chiltern Wildbelt. Any volunteers would be welcome to join us. Please 
contact Councillor Laura Cook at lcook@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

You will have observed the increased flooding locally in recent years. The PC are liaising 
with Bucks Council and working on our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to increase our 
resilience to flooding. Many thanks to so many of you for coming to our Eco Day and 
giving your contributions on areas of flooding etc to enable us to build up our evidence 
for our NP update. 

Our Eco Family Fun day was a big success, as you will see in our centre page feedback. 
We were able to gather residents and stakeholders keen to develop a Community 
Climate Action Plan. This will include plans to deal with increased rainfall and flooding. 
Our workshop will be in the daytime on Saturday March 29th 2025 in the Village Hall. Do 
get in touch if you would like to join us. Details nearer the time and in our next edition 
of WTT. 

We will be working with the 'Great Collaboration' who support parishes around the 
country on their Community Climate Action plans: www.greatcollaboration.uk 

If you would like to meet me to discuss any issues or just say hello I 
would be very happy to do that, please contact me via 
rblackmore@westonturville-pc.gov.uk or 07792 475094.  

The Parish Council wishes you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy 
New Year. 

Cllr Rachel Blackmore 

Parish Council meetings 

All local residents are welcome to attend meetings of the council and its committees to 
observe and at the start of each meeting there is a chance for residents to raise any 
issues with the Council. The list of meeting dates can be found on the website or 
noticeboards. Meetings are currently being held in the Parish Meeting room as the hall 
is providing a temporary base for the Scouts whilst their new accommodation is built. 
Please see our website for agenda details or contact the Clerk.  

Contacting the Parish Council  

Email: clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk Tel: 01296 612838 
Weston Turville Parish Council, Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville HP22 5RW  
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Field off Barley Close ς a call for your support 
We are excited to share with you a unique 
opportunity that could benefit our parish for 
generations to come! As many of you may have 
seen, the field at the end of Barley Close was 
advertised for sale earlier this year.  The 
what3words reference for the centre of this field 
is taskbar.softest.strongly.   

The Parish Council understands the importance of 
protecting the green space within the centre of 
the village from development and have agreed to 

investigate the purchase of this land using Section 106 (s106) funds. We are exploring 
the possibility to incorporate a small community orchard whilst maintaining the existing 
character of the land with an emphasis of enhancing the biodiversity of the area. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

What Are s106 Funds? 

S106 funds are contributions from developers paid to Buckinghamshire Council, some of 
which is allocated to parish councils for the provision of sports and recreational spaces 
and facilities. These funds are intended to enhance local facilities and improve the well-
being of residents. 

Why a Community Orchard? 

While s106 funds present us with an incredible resource, they also come with specific 
conditions: the land purchased must be used for sports or leisure purposes. Currently, 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ need 
to apply for a change of use to create a community orchard. 

A community orchard offers a wonderful use of this funding as it would provide a 
welcoming space for people of all ages to enjoy. In addition to growing fruit and nut 
trees, it could serve as a venue for seasonal events, educational workshops, and 
opportunities for local residents to get involved in sustainable food production ie 
community allotments and habitat creation for wildlife. 

How You Can Help 

To make this vision a reality, we need the backing of the community. The Parish Council 
would love to hear your thoughts, suggestions, and questions about the proposed plan 
to protect this area and introduce a community orchard. Your support will be critical to 
ensure the land is managed in a way that best serves our parish needs. 

Please email office@westonturville-pc.gov.uk with your feedback.  

mailto:office@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
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Weston Turville Repair Café  
On Saturday 5th October the first Repair Café at Weston Turville Village Hall took place. It 
was a delightful morning with most items being successfully repaired whilst we all 
watched and learned and enjoyed free homemade refreshments. Donations were made 
for repairs, a suggested £5, which covered the cost of hiring the hall and our insurance. 
Our Repair Cafes are run by CAWT on the first Saturday of the month, with the support 
of the Parish Council. Do bring your broken electrical or mechanical items, textile 
mending and bicycles for repair. Also if you have skills in any areas of repair, or friends 
who do, let us know, you will be very welcome!  
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Glebe Field maintenance update 
Weston Turville Councillors and local volunteers continue 

to work with the Community Wildbelt to manage the 

nature area at The Glebe Field. 

Earlier this year, an access path was cleared to enable a 

better assessment of habitat management work to be 

carried out. Some areas of over mature blackthorn were 

coppiced to create a more diverse age range. This will 

provide habitat for different birds, insects, and mammals. 

Current areas that are open were cleared of young 

encroaching scrub to maintain this. It is important to 

provide open areas for wildflowers to flourish and provide 

habitat for insects and feeding opportunities for birds and animals. 

In the next few years, we hope to see an increased number of species as the site is 

managed sympathetically. 

Between now and February 2025 members of the Rights of Way team and volunteers 

will be on the site to remove stumps along the right of way as well as cutting back to 

widen the path where needed.  The access path to the centre has become overgrown 

during the summer months and will be cut back again.   

If you would like to volunteer or get involved with future wildlife surveys please contact 

Cllr Laura Cook lcook@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

The Beneficial Blackberry Bush 

Some of us might see blackberry bushes as an unwanted intrusive plant in our gardens 

but they provide many benefits to all manner of wildlife.  Their intertwined thick 

impenetrable structure forms shelter and nesting sites for birds such as thrushes, robins, 

long tailed tits, finches, warblers and nightingales. 

The flowers are beneficial for many insects including honey bees, bumble bees, 

hoverflies, wasps and small beetles. 

Blackberry fruit is an essential source of food, not just for us 

but also wildlife including foxes, badgers, mice, shrews, birds 

and many more insects. 

The leaves of the bramble are hugely important as the larval 

food plant of a large number of Lepidoptera species 

(butterflies and moths!) such as the Buff Arches, Peach 

Blossom and Fox Moths Peacock Butterfly caterpillar 

mailto:lcook@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
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WESTON TURVILLE  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

By the time this edition of the WTT comes out we will be well into our 2024/2025 season 
of monthly talks. At the September meeting we had 74 people in attendance with 66 
people renewing their membership for this season of talks. The Society is going from 
strength to strength. The program for the 2024/2025 season is shown below and our 
chairman has arranged some excellent speakers with a wide range of topics. 

We will be continuing to renew subscriptions and welcoming any new members for the 
coming season of meetings. The committee has decided to keep the fees unchanged for 
at least this coming year.  If you wish to renew your membership or to join the society 
the fees are £5 for a family membership and £3 for a single membership and the 
meeting fee of £2 per member and £3 for non-members for the coming year. Doors 
open at 7:30pm and coffee/tea will be available. We would ask that you bring along your 
own cups. 

We welcome existing members and also any new people that wish to come along to the 
meetings. You do not have to be a member to attend a meeting as all are welcome. 

If you have not come to any of our meetings, please come and join us on the last Friday 
of each month in the Village Hall. 

For existing members and non-members, we can recommend that you have a look at 
our website, www.WTHSoc.org.uk. The site contains a great deal of information about 
the history of Weston Turville, copies of old postcards, links to other relevant historical 
sites etc.  

Dates for Weston Turville Historical Society Speakers 2024/2025 

Date Speaker Title of Talk 

Jan 31st 2025 Towse Harrison On your Doorstep ς Aylesbury 

Feb 28th 2025 Dr Stephen Goss Caversham Park 

March 28th 2025 Keith Westcott Discovering the Invisible 

April 25th 2025 Donald Chiswell Boudica of Iceni 

May 30th 2025 Sue Flipping The Walls Have Tongues 

June 27th 2025 Eve Bacon Baby Farmers 
 

The Historical Society has a number of local history books available to purchase. 

Contact  

For further information on the Society, visit www.WTHSoc.org.uk, or email: 
secretary@WTHSoc.org.uk. New members and visitors welcome. 

http://www.wthsoc.org.uk/
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I am Cllr. Mike Collins responding to a question raised often in my Ward and beyond. 

ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 
In 2012 the then coalition government under David Cameron and Nick Clegg introduced 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in order to simplify the planning 
process. The NPPF was intended to help address the ever-increasing housing 
requirement. Whilst not compulsory, councils in England and Wales introduced the 
NPPF Guidelines into their planning process. 

Since the introduction in 2012, the NPPF has been amended five times, on the 24th July 
2018, 19th July 2021, 5th September 2023 and again on the 19th of December 2023.  

Following the establishment of our new government, on the 30th July 2024 a 
consultation document was issued requesting feedback on proposed reforms to the 
National Planning Policy Framework, and to other proposed changes to the planning 
system and land availability.  Following the consultation period The Planning and 
Infrastructure Bill will be introduced applying primarily to England and Wales. There is 
also a Council House revolution planned so we must await its policy to see if it will 
further ease planning regulations making it even more difficult to stop the over 
development that is taking place in our area. 

However, by easing policy on Land reforms, land within Areas of Outstanding Beauty 
(AOB) and Green Belt will be under pressure as the new NPPF will make it easier for 
developers to build houses. In the old days coalescence (the merging or coming together 
of separate towns or villages to form a single entity) was always part of the planning 
process as it was deemed essential for each community to retain its character and 
identity.  

I am under no illusion that our housing numbers will be increased, therefore we must 
ensure we remain diligent in the way we process planning applications.  

The need for more houses is understood, however I believe our beautiful part of the 
country sitting in the foothills of the Chilterns has been over developed and continues to 
be a prime target for developers. My wife and I have lived in the Aston Clinton, 
Buckland, Drayton Beauchamp and Weston Turville ward for almost 50 years, and we 
have witnessed how our housing numbers have increased disproportionately, relative to 
the size of our villages. 

When our Planning Team receive a planning application that complies with the NPPF, 
refusal becomes difficult. Our planners will take a holistic view when considering the 
application and consider whether it is in the best interest of the county and its residents 
before approval. When an application is NPPF compliant and rejected by the planners, 
the planners must find reasons for rejection, which is not straightforward. The 
applicant/developer retains the option to appeal the application to the Government 
Inspectorate for a final decision. If the inspector rules against the decision of the 
planners, then the council will incur very considerable costs. 



Weston Turville Times Winter 2024  15 

Planning Officers and Planning Committee Members are often criticised for approving 
applications, often they would like to refuse an application, however if it is compliant 
with the NPPF it becomes a challenge to find reasons for refusal. 

As a local councillor and a member of the Central Planning Committee I felt it was 
necessary to inform you, if you are not already aware, of how the planning applications 
are administered as it will help you understand the difficulties our planners experience 
when assessing applications. 

We have yet to feel the impact of the easing of the NPPF so we must wait and see how it 
will impact on future housing developments.  

As your local Councillor I will continue to object to those applications that I feel are 
against the best interest of my residents. Do watch your daily news media as change will 
take place almost on a weekly basis so the consequences of those changes I expect will 
be subject to constant debate, some maybe acceptable but a lot of changes will impact 
on my community in a very detrimental way. 

Cllr Mike Collins, Buckinghamshire Council 
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Bringing Biodiversity to Our Village: Wildflower Verges and Reduced 
Mowing for a Greener Community 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
biodiversity of our parish.  The Parish Council is working to improve the appearance of 
grass verges.  We have already planted bulbs for more spring colour and over the next 
few months will be working to improve wildflower beds on selected grass verges.  There 
will also be reduced mowing practices in the centre of some of the wider verges along 
Church Lane. These efforts are part of our commitment to creating a more sustainable, 
vibrant, and nature-friendly environment for everyone to enjoy. 

Wildflower Verges 

Wildflower beds provide a welcoming habitat for bees, butterflies, and other essential 
pollinators, helping to strengthen our local ecosystems. Wildflowers not only support 
wildlife but also bring seasonal colour and charm to our parish.   

A new wildflower bed will be created by the bus shelter in Worlds End Lane.   

The existing wildflower beds will be moved away from the road edge and road signs to 
ensure road safety in the following locations:  junction Main Street/Bates Lane, junction 
Worlds End Lane/Main Street.  We will be reducing the size of the wildflower bed 
around the tree by the War Memorial. 

Reduced Mowing for Increased Biodiversity 

We will be cutting a 1m wide area around the edges of the wide verges along Church 
Lane leaving the central areas to grow. This approach will allow natural grasses and wild 
plants to grow and bloom, further enhancing the ecological value of these spaces. By 
carefully selecting areas for reduced cutting, we aim to maintain a balance between 
biodiversity and ensuring visibility and safety for all road users. 

These sites have been chosen based on their width and visibility, making them ideal for 
promoting biodiversity without compromising the functionality of the verge areas.  We 
are focusing on the village centre this year but hope to extend to other areas of the 
parish in the future. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘΚ 
Over the next few weeks, you may notice initial ground 
preparation as we begin to prepare these verges for 
planting. Local volunteer days will also be announced soon, 
offering an opportunity for residents to get involved in 
planting and maintaining these wildflower beds as they 
establish.  Please contact Cllr Laura Cook if you would like to 
be involved ς lcook@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

We invite everyone to join us in supporting this project, 
whether through helping with planting, or simply enjoying 
the beauty these wildflower verges will bring to our village.  

mailto:lcook@westonturville-pc.gov.uk


Weston Turville Times Winter 2024  17 

Aston Reach 

Weston Turville Parish Council is aware of issues that are of concern to residents living in 

the Aston Reach development.  Although the Parish Council is not responsible for 

highways matters or the maintenance of the development, we can help with signposting 

residents to the correct authority and raising concerns with relevant agencies.  We 

would value your feedback in order to gather the relevant information and evidence 

needed to help Taylor Wimpey (the developer) First Port (the maintenance company) 

and Buckinghamshire Council to effectively generate solutions.  

 If you would like to speak to a Parish Councillor about any issues you feel the above 

agencies are not responding to please come along to one of the new councillor surgeries 

which will be starting soon ς check website and our Facebook page for further details. 

 
 

 

Apply now for up to £500 for your nature project with the Chiltern 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ƛƭŘ.Ŝƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

Key to the success of the Community WildBelt project is facilitating local people to 
actively care for nature in their own neighbourhood. 

The Community WildBelt Small Grant Fund aims to encourage local initiative, engage 
more people and add to the legacy of stewardship for the natural environment. It 
recognises that there is a strong desire within local communities to take positive action 
to improve nature but face a wide range of barriers to realising their aims and often 
these can be overcome with a small amount of support.  

If you, or your organisation, care passionately about nature in your local area, want to 
protect it, have some ideas on how to get more people involved in it and need a small 
amount of financial support to help get things going then it would be great to hear from 
you. It maybe that your project can get started with a small budget or that your larger 
project is looking for additional funding to make it even stronger, if so please get in 
touch. 

Find out more: https://chilternsociety.org.uk/community-wildbelt-fund/ 

email: amandabarnicoat@chilternsociety.org.uk 

 

https://chilternsociety.org.uk/community-wildbelt-fund/
mailto:amandabarnicoat@chilternsociety.org.uk
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ñJOB DONE 

GARDENINGò 

From the first grass cut to 

continued garden maintenance 

(weekly, fortnightly, monthly or 

ad hoc basis). 

We are a team of ladies who will 

transform your garden in no time 

and will continue to call as 

regularly as you want us to 

LET US DO THE HARD WORK 

AND LEAVE YOU TO DO THE 

POTTERING! 

PLEASE CALL ALISON 

PROBETS ON  07754 207258  

  Weston Turville 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

AND A HAPPY NEW 

YEAR  

to all our members and friends  

After our final general meeting of the year on 

Thursday 28th November, the following one will be 

on Thursday 23rd January (2.30pm at Aylesbury 

Rugby Club).  Nevertheless many of our groups 

will continue during the festive period. 

Interested?   

Then contact Mike Munday our membership 

secretary - email membership@wtu3a.org.uk  

or visit our website: www.wtu3a.org.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.wtu3a.org.uk/wp
https://www.wtu3a.org.uk/wp
mailto:membership@wtu3a.org.uk
http://www.wtu3a.org.uk/
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Ashridge Home Care Triumphs at Buckinghamshire Business Awards, Winning Two 
Prestigious Awards 

Ashridge Home Care, a family-owned company based in Amersham and caring for 
customers in Weston Turville and neighbouring villages, celebrated a remarkable 
evening at the annual Buckinghamshire Business Awards, clinching both the Excellence 
in Customer Experience and the Community Champions Award. The event took place on 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ фǘƘ ŀǘ !ȅƭŜǎōǳǊȅΩǎ ²ŀterside Theatre, spotlighting the region's finest 
businesses. 

With over 100 dedicated carers, the company provides 24/7 live-in care and hourly 
visiting services tailored to the unique needs of clients, including older people and those 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tŀǊƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎΣ 5ŜƳŜƴǘƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŜ 
following a hospital stay. 

"We are incredibly proud of these awards, which reflect our absolute commitment to 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΣϦ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ǊǳŘƛ {ŎǊƛǾŜƴŜǊΦ ά/ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ 
experience for families and often comes at a time of crisis.  Our team is dedicated to 
guiding them through these challenges, ensuring that people can remain in the comfort 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜǎΦέ 
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Hampden Fields udate 
All of the updates detailed are subject to planning, and timescales may vary depending 
on this process.  

¶ Archaeological excavations are continuing. 
¶ UK Power Networks remain on site, installing underground cable ducts, so that 

overhead power lines that currently cross the site can be removed. These works, 
whilst slightly delayed, should be completed by the end of the year.   

¶ Works to A41/Woodlands roundabout are still due to start in the first quarter of 
next year, subject to planning. 

¶ All 5 design codes are now approved.  
¶ We have received planning consents so far for; the Haul Road in the West and 

SLR West. 
¶ Nine applications are still live and to be consented.  
¶ Subject to planning permission, a sales cabin is intended to open before the end 

of the year 

 

 

 

A little bit of history 

On Sunday May 21st, 1950, the heavens opened and a violent hailstorm began. The sky 

ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ-lived tornado on record began. Starting on the Aston 

Clinton side of Wendover, around 4pm, it tracked for more than 10 hours before dying 

out on the Norfolk coast. Tornadoes usually last a few minutes, but not so in this case. 

The tornado devasted parts of Wendover, Weston Turville, Aston Clinton, Puttenham, 

Linslade, Lidington, Bedford, and many other villages as it headed towards the Norfolk 

coast. A waterspout of more than 250 feet was seen over the Grand Union Canal at 

Wendover. Edward George Hobbs 

Buckinghamshire Chief Fire Officer reported 

that the tornado damaged more than 200 

properties, 71 severely with roofs being 

ripped off 

Source: Royal Meteorological Society  

and The Bucks Herald           

Cllr. Mike Collins 

Link Road Name ς your suggestions please! 

The Parish Council has been asked what the new link round from Woodlands 

Roundabout to the Wendover Road should be called ς if you have any suggestions for a 

name with a local link please email clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 
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P. KERNAN 

TREE SURGERY 

 
All aspects of tree work undertaken. 

Hedges maintained. Fully qualified-Fully insured. 

Local authority approved: Free estimates. 

Firewood for sale. 

Tel: 01296 330501 Direct: 07763 073663 

94 Tring Road, Wendover, HP22 6NX 

www.pkernantreesurgeons.com 

patrick.kernan1@gmail.com 

mailto:patrick.kernan1@gmail.com


Weston Turville Times Winter 2024  27 

 



28   Weston Turville Times Winter 2024 

  

 

Suppliers and installers of the highest 
quality 

Windows, Doors, Orangeries & 
Conservatories 

Visit our Showroom or contact us for a 
free no obligation quote: 

19 Bridgegate Business Park, 
Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury, 

HP19 8XN 

Tel: 01296 422842  
enquiries@premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 

www.premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 

The JoAnn Latus 
School of Dance 

 

 
 

× Established 24 years 

× Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz                         
dance  

× For all ages from 3 years upward 

× Regular examinations & shows. 

× Fully qualified teachers. 

× Local classes held in Weston Turville, 
Aston Clinton and Stoke Mandeville 

 

www.jolatusdance.co.uk 
01462 769 665 or 07800 518 654 
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Looking Forward to Winter 
It is hard to leave summer behind and autumn too. 
Summer has those lovely long hours of daylight and 
hopefully some warm or even hot days. The gardens are 
full of flowers, the trees and hedgerows are full of leaves 
and for some a holiday away. 

The best we can do at St aŀǊȅΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
really good Christmas events for all the family to brighten 
the shortest days at the end of the year. 

December 1st Advent Sunday ς Preparing for Christmas  

Breakfast for all at 9.30 a.m. Family Service 10.30 a.m. 
FESTIVE TEA  2.30 ς 4.30 A taste of Christmas! 

December 15th CHRISTINGLE 11.30 a.m. 

Bring a large orange. Candles, sweets, carols, adults as well as children most welcome. 

December 22nd CAROL SERVICE 5.00 p.m. 

Candle lit Carol Service. Come and sing favourite carols and hear the Christmas story. 

December Monday 23rd NATIVITY SERVICE 2.30 p.m. 

This very relaxed! Come and join in if you wish, all welcome to dress up as a king, 
shepherd, angel or sheep (adults as well as children) Come and see the Crib scene in the 
altar and sing carols. 

December 24th MIDNIGHT SERVICE 11.45 p.m. 

Begins in candlelight. All Welcome 

December 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 10.00 a.m. 

Family Eucharist. Let us celebrate this joyful day together.  
Toys for little children. All welcome! 

After this, the New Year beckons. We cannot know what a new year will bring, but we 
live and pray in the hope that 2025 will bring more peace and understanding between 
the nations of the world and within communities.   

We pray for all those in our world who starve or who lost homes and livelihoods during 
2024, we pray in particular for the end of war. 

 

Reverend Susan 
{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜ 
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Union Chapel ς MacMillan Coffee Morning and a Free Offer. 

Thank you to all those that came and supported our MacMillan Coffee Morning at the 
end of September.  An ocean of tea and a field of cake were all consumed and over £252 
raised for the charity.  MacMillan is just one of the charities we have supported this 
year.  There are always more good 
causes than you can afford to give to, 
and the chapel budget is always 
stretched, but we do have the 
advantage of a chapel hall and an 
enthusiastic congregation who are 
willing to give their time and efforts to 
support others ς provided it involves 
cake. 

²Ŝ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōƻǘƘ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩ 
and secular charities.  As well as 
MacMillan, this year we have donated 
out of our own pockets or fundraised for Operation Agri (supporting subsistence 
farmers), Smile Train (free cleft lip operations), Pioneers (outreach and agricultural 
projects), and Florence Nightingale House, and also collected food for the food bank in 
Aylesbury. At the end of October, we had a fundraising event for the Chapel itself ς 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ōǳƭōǎΣ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Χ ŎŀƪŜΦ  Iƻwever, most of the funds 
raised go to others rather than the Chapel, which is partly why our budget is stretched. 

Now we can turn our focus towards Christmas.  The balcony is back into use, so the 
highlight will be a Candlelight Carol service at 6pm on Christmas eve.  Everyone from the 
village is cordially invited to come and sing loudly and then have tea, coffee and the 
inevitable mince pies afterwards.  Our Christmas morning service is much quieter.  A 
time of reflection and thanksgiving.  

Christmas is about giving and as a chapel we would like to make an offer.  We can only 
do so much fundraising to support others, but if you are willing to run a fundraising 
event for a bone fide charity, we will provide the Chapel Hall free and help where we 
can.  This Chapel was built by local people, is run by local people, and wants to help the 
local community.  The chapel hall is already used by many community groups, but if we 
can make it available for local people to support others through charitable giving, we 
will have fulfilled the purpose of the people who originally built it nearly 200 years ago. 

You can see more of what we are up to at the chapel website theunionchapel.co.uk, 
email us on welcome@theunionchapel.co.uk or call us on 01296 813777. 

Now, I must find that Christmas cake recipe.  
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