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Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 21st January 2021 via Zoom.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Baylis, M Conolly, D Hillier, M Jarvis, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell and M Watson
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
	
	21.1 
	APOLOGIES 
No apologies had been received, Cllr Morgan was absent.
	

	21.2 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
No parishioners present.
	

	21.3 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	21.4 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 15th December 2020 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  The actions list was reviewed and completed actions noted.   
	

	21.5 
	2021-22 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 
a) The draft budget was agreed with no amendments.
b) 2021-22 Precept – It was unanimously AGREED that a precept demand of £102,000 be submitted to Buckinghamshire Council, this equated to a 2% increase on the Band D equivalent. 
	

	21.6 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The list of payments totalling £5,642.75 was AGREED. 
b) The bank reconciliation and finance report were noted.
c) Representation at Parish Liaison meetings – Cllr Paterson had been attending these meetings but wished to step down.  It was AGREED that attendance would rotate and Cllr Simons would attend the January meeting.
	

	21.7 
	SCHEME OF DELEGATION
a) No decisions had been taken under delegated authority since the last meeting.
b) It was AGREED that the authority delegated to the Clerk remain in place until the end of April in order for the Council to react promptly to any changes of legislation relating to covid19.
	



	21.8 

	EVENTS
a) Play Around the Parishes – it was agreed to fund two play sessions in the summer holidays at £370 each.
b) Village Fete – After discussion it was agreed that the ongoing pandemic meant that it was impossible to plan the village fete in 2021 but that a family picnic in the park be organised for June provided the restrictions were lifted to permit this.
Easter Bunny hunt – Cllr Simons reported an Easter Bunny hunt around the village was being organised and residents of Westongrove and The Paddocks were organising a similar event for their area.  It was AGREED to allocate £100 to support these events by purchasing easter eggs for the participants.  Cllr Baylis agreed to organise one for Hampden Hall.
	
Clerk

	21.9 
	SKATE PARK, MUGA AND PETANQUE
The advice of the Planning Officer was noted and it was unanimously AGREED to:
· Withdraw the current planning application
· Apply for a certificate of lawful development for the three new facilities and a path around the field.
The field layout was discussed and it was AGREED that the preferred option was for the skate park and MUGA be sited along the boundary with the school, this would require some play equipment to be moved.  The petanque court would be placed by the tennis courts.  A meeting with the school would be arranged before the application submitted.  It was further agreed to allocate up to £1500 to produce any drawings necessary to support the application. 
	

Clerk

	21.10 
	PROJECTS
Community Fibre – The telecoms company had completed a survey of all the properties that expressed an interest in the project.  Some of the properties did not qualify for the voucher scheme as they have already had work completed by Openreach to increase the bandwidth to their properties.  A report was expected soon that would outline the properties that are eligible and what the costs would be.
Climate Action – quotes were being sought for solar panels to be fitted at the village hall, the school was also now being included in these quotes in order to achieve economies of scale.  The quotes should be available for the February meeting.  
Only 3 carbon questionnaires had been received to date so a baseline was not able to be established yet.
	

	21.11 
	MEMORIAL TO FALLEN PLANE
Cllr Watson had been contacted by a local resident keen to establish a memorial to a plane which crashed in Weston Turville in 1943, they had provided historical evidence of the event.
It was AGREED to support this project, the first step would be to get quotes for a memorial and the Clerk would enquire whether planning permission would be required.  Cllr Watson would speak to the resident regarding appropriate wording on the memorial.
	



Clerk
MW

	21.12 
	RECREATION GROUND AND SCHOOL APPROACH
a) There were no issues to report with play equipment, however the play area and playing fields were very wet and muddy.  The tennis court had been closed due to covid laws.
A neighbour had reported seeing a rat coming into their garden from the playing field, the Clerk had spoken to Environmental Health as they had written to householders in The Hyde to remind them not to leave out food for birds/wild animals etc.  The EHO’s advice was that if only one or two rats seen then there is no need to bait at the moment and it was AGREED to monitor the situation.
b) Football Fees - teams had been unable to play may matches due to coronavirus and as such were not being able to collect subs from their players.  Matches had not been able to take place since December and were unlikely to restart until March at the earliest.  It was AGREED to offer a 50% reduction in the fees for the season, the Clerk would arrange for this to be refunded.
	

	21.13 
	TRAFFIC CALMING FOR THE VILLAGE
a) Rumble Strips, Brook End - The funding offer letter had been received from the Wendover Community Board, confirming that they would provide 50% with the other 50% to be paid by the Parish Council.  The conditions within the letter were agreed to and the Clerk would respond confirming the Council’s acceptance.
b) Meeting with Transport for Bucks – Cllrs Jarvis and Simons had met with TFB before Christmas to discuss the delay to the extension of the 30mph limit in Worlds End Lane.  TFB had agreed to look into options for traffic calming to support the lower speed limit.  They would also look at options for funding improved dropped kerbs at the Marroway / Wendover Road junction.
	

Clerk

	21.14 
	STREETLIGHTS
a) The report of the recent inspection of streetlights was noted and it was AGREED to accept the quote from Sparks for the remedial works.
b) Replacement pole, Church Lane - the quotes were considered and it was unanimously agreed to accept the quote from Sparks to replace the pole and transfer the power supply.
	

	21.15 
	ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS
a) Report from lead members Cllr Terry and Cllr Paterson:
Cllr Terry advised that she would be planting hyacinth bulbs in the planters soon.
Cllr Paterson said that the condition of the path and verge in Marroway was in appalling condition due to contractor vehicles mounting the kerb in order to swing into the building site.  The Clerk had already reported this to TFB’s Development Management team and they were liaising with the developer.
b) Maintenance of grass verges – following a request from a local resident to reduce the number of grass cuts to improve biodiversity a request for residents’ views was put in the last WT Times.  The response had been low but with polarising views.  After discussion it was agreed that the following verges be cut one in spring and once in autumn:
· Worlds End Lane (side with no pavement)
· School Approach, only 2m strip alongside pavement to be cut 
All other verges would continue to be cut monthly in the interests of road safety and to allow social distancing for pedestrians.
c) A suggestion had been received from a local resident to set up a group of volunteers to help look after their areas, eg with litter picking, reporting issues with the road, street furniture etc.  It was agreed in principle to support the idea by providing bags, litter pickers etc and to ask the resident to write an article for the parish magazine to encourage volunteers to come forward.
	

	21.16 
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
a) The draft minutes of the meeting held on 14th January were noted.
b) The correspondence from Gade Homes was discussed and it was agreed that the Council would not change its objection at this time when other major applications in the parish were still undetermined.  
	

	21.17 
	WESTON TURVILLE TIMES COMMITTEE
The draft minutes of the meeting held on 12th January were noted.
	

	21.18 
	CORRESPONDENCE
The email from Planning Enforcement was noted.
	

	21.19 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Chairman reported that Hampden Fields Consortium had provided an update on their application which would be determined by Bucks Council in February.  The s106 funds from the project however had not been offered to the Parish Council but allocated to sites in Aylesbury, including the theatre, Stoke Mandeville Stadium and Aquavale.  It was agreed that the Chairman would write to the committee to express the Council’s dissatisfaction with this allocation and that it believed it should be used for the benefit of Weston Turville residents and allocated to a new village hall with community facilities in the village.
The Clerk’s report was noted and is attached to these minutes as appendix 2.
	

	21.20 
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OF NEXT AGENDA
No matters raised under this item.
	

	21.21 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on 18th February at 7pm.
	

	21.22 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
It was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
	

	21.23 
	LEASE OF LAND
The solicitor had received a draft lease and would be in touch soon with his advice.  The map provided with the draft lease was agreed subject to a query over the access.
	

	21.24 
	TRANSFER OF LAND AND AMENITIES TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
The latest correspondence from the developer was noted and it was agreed to request the transfer of all amenity land in the development to ensure a consistent approach to maintenance.  Cllrs Jarvis and Simons would meet with the developer to progress.
	




Signed:								Date: 		18th February 2021 	



Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	20.105d
	Clerk to make changes to telecoms contracts
	Clerk
	In progress

	20.146e
	Investigate costs and grants for solar panels
	Clerk
	

	21.8
	Book Play around the Parishes sessions
	Clerk
	

	21.9
	Withdraw planning application and make arrangements for new application
	Clerk
	In progress

	21.11
	Contact planning with regard to memorial
	Clerk
	

	21.11
	Look into wording and design options for memorial
	MW
	

	21.13
	Confirm acceptance of Community Board funding offer 
	Clerk
	

	21.14
	Place order for streetlight repairs
	Clerk
	

	21.19
	Draft correspondence to BC’s planning committee
	MJ / Clerk
	



Appendix 2 – Payments list

	Date
	Payment from
	Detail
	Ref
	Net
	Vat
	Total

	DIRECT DEBITS (LLOYDS ACCOUNT)
	
	
	
	
	

	10/01/2021
	BAS Associates
	Payroll Q4
	DD
	£54.00
	£10.80
	£64.80

	16/01/2021
	EON
	street light electric
	DD
	£251.16
	£50.23
	£301.39

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS (LLOYDS ACCOUNT)
	
	
	
	

	21/01/2021
	Cloudy IT
	IT licences and support
	electronic
	£65.60
	£13.12
	£78.72

	21/01/2021
	Sparkx
	Streetlight testing
	electronic
	£1,812.50
	£362.50
	£2,175.00

	21/01/2021
	E Sharp Electrical
	Faulty street light Brook End
	electronic
	£40.00
	£8.00
	£48.00

	21/01/2021
	S Copley
	Salary January 
	electronic
	£1,738.46
	
	£1,738.46

	21/01/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE & NI January
	electronic
	£612.52
	
	£612.52

	21/01/2021
	Bucks CC - Pension
	Pension contribution January
	electronic
	£623.86
	
	£623.86

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	TOTAL 
	£5,198.10
	£444.65
	£5,642.75





Appendix 3 - Clerk’s Report 

Below are updates on issues that are ongoing where no decision or minimal expenditure is required. The purpose of this document is to keep councillors and the public up to date on various matters.

CA17 notices – Glebe field and other land owned by the Diocese
Several residents have been in contact regarding notices that have gone up in the Glebe and Church Walk regarding rights of way across land owned by the Diocese of Oxford.  This a formal process landowners need to go through every 20 years which details the rights of way they recognise across their land – it is to protect their land from new rights of way being established or the land becoming common land.
Tennis Courts
Tennis court maintenance was started w/c 4th January – this included moss removal and cleaning.  The minor surface repairs and fencing repairs to be rescheduled as the person who was carrying out the work has had to self-isolate.
Noticeboard
The new noticeboard has been installed at The Paddocks – within the parish there are now four noticeboards in the village, one at The Paddocks, one at Westongrove and one at Hampden Hall.
Lockdown
Following the announcement of tier 4 in December and the subsequent UK wide lockdown, the village hall has been closed to hirers again and the tennis courts have been locked as all outdoor sports courts have been closed.  The playground remains open.
Litter / Dog bins
A local resident who is also a member of Aylesbury Wombles has contacted the Council as she is concerned that new picnic benches have been installed on the green space near Westongrove but that no litter bins had been provided.  Redrow have since confirmed they have no plans to install bins in this area but that there is one at the path entrance to the green area.  
The request for new dog bins had been submitted to Bucks Council but they are asking for proof that the bins are needed.  I have explained that we carried out a consultation and am waiting to hear back if that is sufficient for them to fulfil the order.
Traffic Data Main Street
The traffic data for Main Street has been received from TFB, this covers the period 1st June – 7th December 2019 and the same period for 2020 for comparison purposes.  There is a reduction in traffic as you would expect due to the pandemic, however as shown in the data whilst cars/vans have decreased by 23%, the other three classifications have only reduced by a combined 3%.
	 
	 Classification
	2,019
	2,020
	Difference

	1st Jun – 7th Dec
	Total traffic
	2,059,048
	1,616,403
	-21%

	Average daily
	Bin1 
	7,660
	5,912
	-23%

	
	Bin2 
	553
	544
	-2%

	
	Bin3 
	129
	124
	-4%

	
	Bin4
	24
	19
	-21%

	
	Total for Bins 2-4
	706
	687
	-3%


Vehicle classifications:
	Bin 1
	Bin 2
	Bin 3
	Bin 4

	Motorcycles
	Buses
	< = 4 Axle Twin wheel
	5 Axle Multi

	Cars / Cars + Trailers
	2 axle single wheel vehicles
	5 Axle Twin wheel
	6 Axle Multi

	Pickups / Vans
	3 axle single wheel vehicles
	< = 6 Axle Twin wheel
	> = 7 Axle Multi

	
	4 axle single wheel vehicles
	
	


Meetings / Training attended:
· ½ day training on creating accessible Word documents – now required for all documents on the website.  All Agenda and Minutes are now fully accessible.
· Wendover Community Board Infrastructure group – there is £480k funds to spend in the Wendover CB area, projects put forward included upgrading the canal path for the Wendover Arm and cycle/footpath links from the gardenway route to the villages.
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/improving-your-local-community/apply-community-board-funding/local-infrastructure-fund/ 
· Clerk’s Forum hosted by Bucks Council – this included a presentation on the covid vaccinations in Buckinghamshire and updates on HS2 and the 2021 elections.
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