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Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 19th November 2020 via Zoom.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Baylis, M Conolly, D Hillier, M Jarvis, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell 
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
Cllr Paternoster, Buckinghamshire Council for item 20.141
	
	20.138 
	APOLOGIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Paterson and Watson.  Cllr Morgan was absent.
	

	20.139 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	20.140 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
No matters raised.
	

	20.141 
	UPDATE FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL
Cllr Paternoster gave an update on the changes to personnel in the planning department.  She would be meeting with the Local Area Technician monthly and would contact the Clerk ahead of the meeting in order for any issues affecting the parish to be raised at the meeting. 
	

	20.142 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2020 were agreed and duly signed by the Chairman.
b) The actions list was reviewed and completed actions noted.   
	

	20.143 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The list of payments for November totalling £9,005.19 was AGREED.  
b) The bank reconciliation and finance report were noted.
c) Parish Online – it was unanimously AGREED to subscribe to Parish Online at a cost of £180 per annum.  The Clerk would input the Council’s assets into the new mapping system.
d) Emergency Plan – it was unanimously AGREED to adopt the draft Emergency Plan with no amendments.  The confidential list of volunteers would be kept by the Clerk and reviewed annually.
e) The minutes of the recent Policy and Resources committee meeting were noted.
f) It was unanimously AGREED to approve the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Scheme of Delegation as circulated.
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	20.144 
	2021-22 BUDGET
The draft budget proposed by the Policy and Resources Committee was reviewed.  It was noted that the s106 funding allocated to the community orchard was not yet available and that other sources of funding would need to be investigated in order to start clearing the land in the next financial year.  Final budget approval and precept setting was deferred to the January meeting as Buckinghamshire Council had not yet issued the tax base to the parishes.
	

	20.145 
	SCHEME OF DELEGATION
The list of decisions taken by the Clerk under delegated authority was noted and is appended to these minutes as Appendix 2. 
	

	20.146 
	PROJECTS UPDATE 
a) Skate park, MUGA and Petanque 
A new Planning Officer had taken responsibility for the planning application for the skate park and MUGA.  She would be reviewing the application as some could fall under permitted development legislation and would not require planning permission, it was therefore AGREED to defer any further decision and work on this project until her advice was received.
b) Village Sign 
The planning application for the Village Sign had been approved.
A revised colour scheme for the sign had been received from the designers and it was unanimously AGREED to progress with this one.  The Clerk would contact the supplier to confirm they could start work on the sign.
c) Christmas tree and lights
The Christmas tree had been ordered at a cost of £807.50, it was delivered and planted earlier this week. However the tree that had been delivered did not appear to be the same one as ordered and was in poor condition.  The supplier had been contacted and had agreed to send a replacement tree, due to be delivered the following week.  There would be an additional cost to the Council for the replacement tree to be planted.
d) Community Fibre Project
The Clerk reported that expressions of interest from 50 addresses throughout the parish for this project.  The village hall had also been included on the list.  
The list of addresses had been passed to 5G Communications who were one of the approved contractors on the government website and based locally in High Wycombe.  They would now carry out surveys to establish the costs and put together a proposal which will go to all interested parties.
e) Climate Action
An article on Climate Action had been put on the Council’s website and in the WT Times.
A draft questionnaire has been drawn up to go to local residents / businesses in Weston Turville to establish the baseline carbon footprint.  It was unanimously AGREED to support this initiative by putting it on the Council’s website. 
It was AGREED the preferred name for the group would be “Zero Carbon Weston Turville”.
It was AGREED to look at the costs and grants available to install Solar panels at the Village Hall.  A local
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	20.147 

	HAMPDEN HALL CONSULTATION RESULTS
The results of the consultation of Hampden Hall residents regarding support for an outdoor gym and locations for additional dog and litter bins were reviewed.  There was not much support for an outdoor gym and it was agreed to look at alternatives projects for facilities at Hampden Hall.
It was AGREED to purchase two dog waste bins to be installed near the noticeboard and near the play area.
From the responses received, it would seem that the only litter issue was the bin in the children’s playground that was regularly overflowing and also used for dog waste.  It was AGREED to request that it be replaced with a larger enclosed bin.
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	20.148 


	RECREATION GROUND AND SCHOOL APPROACH
a) Update on playground and recreation ground
The Clerk reported that regular inspections were taking place and no issues noted with the equipment.  Grass matting had been laid in the entrance gate to protect the area as it had become very muddy and worn, the cost for this was £45.
Rats had been seen in the area under the fruit trees, pest control had been out and confirmed there was activity in the area, cost to deal with the issue would be £135.  This was AGREED.
A complaint had been received from some local residents regarding dog training sessions taking place on the playing field and that the organiser had been rude towards people walking their dogs.  The Clerk reported that no formal request had been received to hold classes on the field. It was agreed that the Clerk and either Chairman or Vice Chairman would approach the organiser to find out more details, Council had no objections to them using the field provided risk assessment and insurance in place and not carried out daily.
A window had been broken at the hall by some young people, from CCTV it appeared to be an accident although the behaviour at the time was foolish. The culprit had made contact with the Chairman and it was AGREED he would negotiate a contribution to the repair costs.
	

	20.149 
	TRAFFIC CALMING 
a) Bucks Council had advised that the planned extension of the 30mph limit for Worlds End Lane had not yet been implemented due to objections from Thames Valley Police who would not support the speed limit change without additional traffic calming measures.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with Bucks Council to progress this.
b) The Wendover Community Board had approved the Council’s bid for funding for rumble strips at its last meeting.  A letter confirming the award was being sent to the Parish Council and an order had been placed with Transport for Bucks, it was anticipated they would be installed in March/April 2021.
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	20.150 

	ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS
a) Nothing to report from Cllr Terry, Cllr Paterson had given apologies.
b) The group of volunteers who had planted wildflower beds in the village had requested to plant a further bed on the verge opposite the Chandos PH.  This was AGREED and the Clerk would submit the required paperwork to Transport for Bucks.  It was further agreed that Cllrs Terry and Trowell and the Clerk would meet with the volunteers regarding the long term maintenance of the flower beds.
c) A resident had written asking the Council to consider reducing the frequency of grass cuts of verges to allow wildflowers and grasses to grow to encourage wildlife.  An article had been placed in the WT Times asking for views and location suggestions, and the responses would be discussed at the January meeting.
d) It was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote of £101 to fit a shield to the streetlight in Flaxen Field which was shining into a nearby property.  
	




	20.151 
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 5th November were noted.
b) Conversion of footpath 33 to a cycle path – it was agreed to raise NO OBJECTION to this proposal.
	

	20.152 
	CONSULTATION ON CHANGES TO LUTON FLIGHT PATHS
It was AGREED not to respond to this consultation as the postcode checker indicated that Weston Turville would not be affected by the changes.
	

	20.153 
	WENDOVER COMMUNITY BOARD
a) Lindengate had submitted an application for funding to the Community Board for a youth mental health project and had asked the Parish Council to support this.  It was unanimously AGREED to support this application. 
b) A resident of Weston Turville who uses a mobility scooter had contacted Bucks Council with regard to the condition of the pavement in Marroway and the lack of dropped kerb at the junction of Marroway and Wendover Road.  The Local Area Technician had responded that dropped kerbs are capital expenditure and would have be funded by the Parish Council or Community Board.  The Community Board coordinator had confirmed that the Council could submit an application for funding to improve the dropped kerbs.  
The Clerk was asked to contact the Local Area Technician with regard to the design of the kerbs, as they were dropped but had a row of stones creating a step.
Cllr Simons would raise this matter at the Wendover Community Board the following week.  
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	20.154 

	CORRESPONDENCE
· Notice of consultation on Bucks Council’s draft Taxi policy – it was AGREED not to put in a response on behalf of the Parish Council.
	

	20.155 


	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
· The noticeboard for The Paddocks was due to be delivered in December, Carey’s had agreed it could be placed near the children’s playground.
· The bollard by the shops that had been knocked over had been re-installed.
· Anstey Brook residents had experienced flooding during the recent heavy rains, the water was coming from the fields behind as the ditches had not been cleared.  This had been reported to Bucks Council who were sending someone out to inspect the ditches and would take it up with the landowner.
· Bucks Council were offering a “Local Restrictions Support Grant” to businesses that had to close due to the coronavirus restrictions.  The village hall qualified for this grant and the Clerk had submitted an application.
· The forms to nominate community assets had been submitted to Bucks Council but they required evidence to support the claims, as the businesses were currently closed and the groups had not been able to meet for several months, the nominations would need to go on hold until the coronavirus restrictions were eased.
· Dog waste bin collections had now been increased to twice a week throughout the year.
· There had been a incident involving children from Pony Fields throwing bottles and bags of dog waste at children within the school playgroup.  The school had called the police who had issued warnings to the children involved and their parents.
	



	20.156 

	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Nothing raised.
	

	20.157 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The dates of the next meetings were noted:
3rd December at 6pm – Planning Committee 
21st January 2021 at 7pm – Parish Council
	

	20.158 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
It was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
	

	20.159 L
	LEASE OF LAND
The quote from Parrott and Coales solicitor to handle the lease of the land was accepted.  The Clerk would contact the Diocese to progress the lease.
	

	20.160 T
	AMENITY LAND AT THE PADDOCKS
The offer from Carey’s was considered and it was AGREED in principle to proceed with the land transfer subject to some concerns being addressed.  Clarification would also be needed on the retention pond shown in the plans. A meeting would be arranged with Careys.
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Signed:								Date: 		15th December 2020 	




Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	20.105d
	Clerk to make changes to telcomms contracts
	Clerk
	In progress

	20.130
	Place order for additional dog bins
	Clerk
	

	20.143
	Subscribe to Parish Online
	Clerk
	

	20.146b
	Confirm sign design with supplier
	Clerk
	

	20.146e
	Investigate costs and grants for solar panels
	Clerk
	

	20.147
	Request larger litter bin for Hampden Hall park
	Clerk
	

	20.149
	Request meeting with Bucks Council regarding 30mph limit in Worlds End Lane
	Clerk
	

	20.150b
	Arrange meeting with wildflower volunteers
	Clerk
	

	20.150d
	Place order for streetlight shield
	Clerk
	

	20.153
	Contact LAT regarding the dropped kerb Marroway
	Clerk
	

	20.153
	Raised issues with dropped kerbs and pavement condition at the Community Board meeting
	MS
	

	20.160
	Arrange meeting with Careys
	Clerk
	




Appendix 2 List of decisions taken under authority delegated to the Clerk since the meeting held on 15th October
	Date
	Decision
	Discussed with

	2 Nov
	Hall to be closed to hirers from 5th November to 2nd December in line with government guidelines – one activity is exempt and can continue – Cha Cha Chimps (pre school activity)
	MS

	3 Nov
	Order placed for new pane of glass following one at the hall being broken, cost £166.11 + VAT
	MJ/MS

	5 Nov
	Tennis courts closed in line with government legislation
	MJ/MS

	10 Nov
	Following reports of rats being seen around the fruit trees in the recreation ground, pest control were called out.  They confirmed there is a lot of rat activity in the area and have laid 4 bait boxes, the area was taped off to discourage people entering.  They will return weekly for three weeks before removing the boxes.   Cost - £135.
	MJ/MS

	11 Nov
	Quote of £66 from JW Garden Services accepted to install the grass matting in the entrance to play area and re-cement the bollard which had been knocked over outside the shops
	MJ/MS



Page 1 of 6

Page 6 of 6

image1.png
Weston Turville
Parish Gouncil




