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The Weston Turville Times is a community magazine for the parish of Weston Turville. It is published quarterly by 
Weston Turville Parish Council and distributed free of charge to every house and many businesses in Weston Turville. 
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial team or the Parish Council. We do not 
endorse any of the suppliers advertising in the magazine. 
Contributions are welcomed subject to space and the Editor’s decision on suitability.  We reserve the right to edit all 

articles. The deadline for the next issue is 26 January 2026 

The Weston Turville Times 

Published by 
Weston Turville Parish Council 
Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville  

HP22 5RW 

Printed by 
Buxton Press, Palace Road, Buxton SK17 6AE 

Advertising 
wtt-advertising@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

Advertising rates for one year: 

Whole Page £250 
Half page £125 
Quarter page £65 

A message from the editors.  

Welcome to your winter edition of the Weston Turville Times.  

It’s wonderful reflecting on how much our parish has achieved together, from lively community 

meetings and green initiatives to creative and festive events. Weston Turville has once again shown 

what a vibrant, caring and connected place it is to live in.  

One keynote that I would like to bring to your attention is that our parish, along with other adjoining 

parishes, is working towards creating a cross-parish sustainability plan. The first meeting was held in 

October, run by the Community Climate Action workshop, please see page 14 for more details. Your 

input is so important. Also the Parish Council recently responded to the new Local Plan consultation 

run by Buckinghamshire Council to view the full response please visit our website or you can request a 

hard copy from our office.  

We had a really successful Halloween event, the first of its kind; we would like to thank the public for 

sharing the day with us. We have seen some fantastic efforts from our local groups, societies, and 

volunteers in recent months who continue to make such a difference. It’s inspiring to see so many 

people giving their time and energy to make Weston Turville a better place for everyone.  

As the winter nights set in, there’s plenty to look forward to, including carols around the Christmas tree 

and the promise of new projects taking root. This edition celebrates all of that and more thanks to the 

contributions from residents, local organisations, and businesses who help bring each issue of the 

Weston Turville Times to life.  

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has shared news, photos, and stories with us throughout 2025. 

Your words and images capture the true spirit of Weston Turville, one of kindness, cooperation and 

community pride.  

On behalf of the editorial team, we wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year. 

Here’s to another year of community spirit and shared stories in 2026!  

Warm regards, 

The Editors.  

Cllr Laura Cook & John Kelly 
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Dear All 

Great to see so many of you at our Community Climate Action 
workshop on 11th October with all your enthusiasm and ideas. 
There is an article about the day later in this magazine. We 
will keep you updated on the progress of our plans. 

The Parish Council is currently working through its annual budgeting process, and as always, 
we're doing our best to balance essential spending with value for money. This year, we're 
facing some unavoidable costs—particularly the need to repair and replace several ageing 
streetlights, as well as ongoing maintenance of parish land and assets. These are important 
investments in the safety, upkeep and future of our parish. As a result, residents may notice a 
slightly higher increase in the precept than in previous years. We want to be upfront about 
this and reassure you that every decision is made with care, transparency, and a 
commitment to serving our community well. 

We are enjoying having Barley Close field owned by our parish and starting to put your ideas 
into action for planting of fruit and nut trees, keeping parts for blackberries and wildlife. We 
have had most of the long grass cut back to allow new growth, and the hedges trimmed. We 
look forward to our ongoing collaboration in our shared plans.  

Our wildlife cameras are now installed in the Glebe, and lots of things have been spotted! 
The habitats for birds and insects continue to be nurtured by Chiltern Wildbelt by increasing 
the diversity of plants. Work continues towards an information board to inform visitors what 
is there and what to look out for.  

On 5th December we have Christmas Carols around the Christmas Tree and then in the 
Village Hall with mince pies. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Plans for the Community Theatre Company production have been postponed until the New 
year due to unforeseen illness.  

Parish Council meetings  

All local residents are welcome to attend meetings of the council to observe and at the 
start of each meeting there is a chance for residents to raise issues with the Council, each 
person is limited to 3 minutes. The list of meeting dates can be found 
on the website or noticeboards. Meetings are currently being held in 
the Parish Meeting room. Please see our website for agenda details 
or contact the Clerk.   

We also hold two councillor surgeries each month — please see page 
23 for more details.  

If you would like to meet me to discuss any issues or just say hello I 
would be very happy to do that, please contact me via 
rblackmore@westonturville-pc.gov.uk or 07792 475094.   

Cllr Rachel Blackmore  

Chair, Weston Turville Parish Council 
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“JOB DONE  

GARDENING” 

 

From the first grass cut to contin-

ued garden maintenance (weekly, 

fortnightly, monthly or ad hoc ba-

sis). 

We are a team of ladies who will 

transform your garden in no time 

and will continue to call as regularly 

as you want us to 

 

LET US DO THE HARD WORK 

AND LEAVE YOU TO DO THE 

POTTERING! 

 

PLEASE CALL ALISON 

PROBETS ON   

07754 207258 
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 Community Climate Action (CCA) Workshop 

What a wonderful day! People came and filled the hall. They came from all four 
parishes, Weston Turville, Wendover, Halton and Stoke Mandeville. They brought 
their ideas and enthusiasm.  

Our facilitators from CCA https://www.communityclimateaction.uk guided us to share 
our ideas and form plans in each of the six areas: 

• Retrofitting Homes – understanding the different aspects and finding suitable 
funding 

• Community Owned Renewable Energy - finding suitable Ideas and locations  

• Active Travel – finding solutions to linking our walking and wheeling routes 

• EV Share Scheme - to form a scheme in each parish to reduce vehicles and 
emissions 
• Local Biodiversity - Increasing our biodiversity in all our parishes 

• Food Sustainability - Growing food locally to eat locally including community 
supported agriculture 

 
All of the above will reduce our bills, our climate impact and make our area a greener 
and cleaner place. 

We now have a team of committed people working on each project and you are all 
welcome to join us in any of the groups.  

We will be supported across the next year by the CCA team. They will enable us to 
firm our plans and find suitable funding. 

Our first follow-up zoom will be: 

Thursday 27
th

 November at 7:30pm  

If you are interested in our projects do join us. For the zoom link email 
racheljblackmore@gmail.com 

Our workshop now features at the top of the CCA Facebook Page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David and Rachel Blackmore       racheljblackmore@gmail.com 

 

 

‘Our project was made possible thanks to #NationalLottery players’  

https://www.communityclimateaction.uk/
mailto:racheljblackmore@gmail.com
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The 2025/2026 season of monthly talks of the Weston Turville Historical Society kicked off 

with two excellent talks at the end of September and October. These were on “Peaky 

Blinders -Fact or Fiction” and “Secrets, Scandals & Salacious Gossip of the Royal Court, 

1660 to 1830” respectively. At the September and October meetings we renewed 

subscriptions and welcomed some new members for the coming season of meetings. We will 

continue to do this at our Winter meetings. The committee has decided to keep the fees 

unchanged for at least this coming year.  If you wish to renew your membership or to join 

the society the fees are £5 for a family membership and £3 for a single membership and the 

meeting fee of £2 per member and £3 for non-members for the coming year. Doors open at 

7:30pm and coffee/tea will be available. 

Whilst we welcome existing members, we are also delighted to meet any new people that 

wish to come along to the meetings. You do not have to be a member to attend any of our 

meetings and if you have not come along previously, please come and join us on the last 

Friday of each month in the Village Hall. 

The talks we offer are varied and have topics that will interest most people. The programme 

for the end of 2025 and up to and including June 2026 is shown below and thanks to Tony 

Irvine, our chairman, for arranging these talks. Please look out for the postings on the EWT 

Facebook page where we post more details of each meeting in the week leading up to each 

monthly meeting. 

For existing members and non-members, we can recommend that you have a look at our 
website, www.WTHSoc.org.uk. The site contains a great deal of information about the history 
of Weston Turville, copies of old postcards, links to other relevant historical sites etc. Our 
website has drawn praise from a number of people over the years. It has been updated to 
include some further material and is a great resource along with the archive which we are in 
the process of re-organizing. 
 
Dates for Weston Turville Historical Society Speaker Programme 2025/2026 

The Historical Society has a number of local history books available to purchase. 

Contact  
For further information on the Society, visit www.WTHSoc.org.uk, or email:  
secretary@WTHSoc.org.uk. New members and visitors are welcome. 

Date Speaker Title of Talk 

Nov 28th 2025 Dr Stephen Goss Caversham Park 

Jan 30th 2026 David Allen Black Teeth & Dirty Fingernails: The Great Un-
washed of Victorian London 

Feb 27th 2026 Peter Burrows The Lollards of Amersham 

March 27th 2026 Mike Scott Rumble Lucky Breeze – The rise and fall of the British 
Airship Industry 

April 24th 2026 Dr Paul Rabbitts Aylesbury & Tring in 50 Buildings 

May 29th 2026 Guy Bartlett British Women in Aviation – The Pioneers 

June 26th 2026 Glynn White AGM & The Law & Hostelries of Weston Turville 

WESTON TURVILLE  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

http://www.WTHSoc.org.uk
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A Busy and Productive Summer at Aston Reach! 

 

It’s been a busy few months across the estate, filled with community spirit and positive 
action. 

The Aston Reach Residents Association (ARRA) kicked off the summer with a children’s 
poster competition, encouraging our young residents to design eye-catching posters 
promoting safety and cleanliness. The creativity was amazing! Congratulations to our 
three talented winners — 
Mrithini, for reminding residents not to litter; 
Laura, for her thoughtful advice to dog owners; 
and Kiera, for her colourful reminder to slow down while driving. 
Their fantastic designs are now proudly displayed around the estate, helping to make 
Aston Reach safer and cleaner for everyone. 

In early October, residents came together for a community litter pick led by Daniel 
Meakin and his brilliant team. Thanks to their hard work, 18 bags of  rubbish were 
collected from around the estate — an incredible effort! A huge thank you to Daniel for 
volunteering his time and helping to keep Aston Reach looking great. He’ll be back on 
Saturday 7th December, so save the date and join in! 

ARRA also met with our local Neighbourhood PCSOs in October to discuss ongoing 
estate matters. The officers have provided posters and leaflets encouraging everyone to 
report any incidents of  antisocial behaviour — every report really does make a 
difference. 

We have now established regular monthly meetings with Emily, our estate manager 
from FirstPort. After a positive and productive initial meeting, we will use this time to 
bring to Emily the concerns of  our residents regarding maintenance and management 
of  the estate. 

Diwali celebrations on Aston Reach went down with a bang! In response to residents’ 
feedback from last year, a single community gathering and firework display was 
organised — and it was a huge success.  ARRA were warmly welcomed in the spirit of  
celebration, sharing in great food, tea, joy, and fireworks. It was wonderful to see an 
event that truly brought everyone together in friendship and light. 

With Halloween and Bonfire night behind us and Christmas fast approaching, there’s 
mutterings of  plans for a ‘Best dressed Christmas house’ competition - get your 
decorations out and get creative! 

Finally, we’re thrilled to share that ARRA has formed a new link with the Holiday Inn, 
who have kindly offered us a dedicated meeting room free of  charge! We are hugely 
grateful for their offer of  this hospitality and their willingness to be a part of  the Aston 
Reach Community!  

As ever, keep an eye on our social media pages for updates on upcoming meeting 
dates and all our community events. 

We wish all of  our residents a very happy Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year 
2026! 

 

ARRA 
Aston Reach Residents’ Association 
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Weston Turville Parish Council 
“Your Parish Council works to safeguard our green spaces, manage parish 
amenities, and ensure residents’ voices are heard.” 

Who We Are 

Established in 1894, Weston Turville Parish Council has been at the heart of parish life for over a 
century. As your local representative body, the Council oversees: 

• Community services 

• Recreational facilities 

• Planning and highways 

• Parish amenities 
All meetings are public, giving residents the opportunity to ask questions and share their views. 

Councillors & Staff 

Councillors: 

• Cllr Rachel Blackmore – Chair 

• Cllr Laura Cook – Vice-Chair 

• Cllr Mark Baylis – Chair, Planning & Highways Committee 

• Cllr Catherine Terry – Chair, Village Hall Committee & Finance Governance & Personnel Committee 

• Cllr Saryo Dawkins – Vice-Chair, Village Hall Committee 

• Cllr Mike Collins 

• Cllr George Lait 

• Cllr Chris Popovici-Birkby 

• Cllr Michala Robertson 
At the time of writing there is currently a vacancy for one parish councillor.  

Staff: 

• Clerk: Mrs Sarah Copley (Proper Officer & Responsible Financial Officer) 

• Assistant Clerk: Francesca Beato 

• Parish Warden: Will Davies-Hawes 

Committees & Responsibilities 
Planning & Highways Committee: Reviews planning applications, highways, and traffic issues. 
Finance, Governance & Personnel Committee: Oversees budgeting, policies, staffing, and resources. 

Get Involved 
Residents are welcome at all meetings. A 15 minute session is allocated before the main meeting 
begins to give you the opportunity to raise any questions or concerns. Each member of the public is 
invited to speak for up to 3 minutes.  

Contact the office for queries: office@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

All Parish Council and Committee meetings are held in the Parish Office, located to the right of the 
Village Hall. The meeting schedule is published in January for the year ahead, agendas are available at 
least three days in advance on the Parish Council website and noticeboards.  

Did You Know? 
• Parish councillors do not receive any payment for their service. 

• The Village Hall Committee manages bookings and maintenance of the Village Hall. 
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A Short History of Weston Turville  

“Every generation adds its own chapter to the story of Weston Turville.” 
 
Our Parish has a story that stretches back thousands of years. Long before houses and hedgerows 
appeared, people lived and worked here, archaeologists have found flint tools, Roman pottery and 
signs of ancient farmsteads scattered across the parish. 

Weston Turville first appears in written history in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Westone, then part of 
the estates of Odo of Bayeux, half-brother to William the Conqueror. The name “Weston” means 
“western farmstead,” and “Turville” was added later, after the Turville family who were lords of the 
manor in the 13th century. 

In medieval times, the parish was divided into 5 manors: Weston Molyns (The Manor House), The Hyde 
(Manor Farm), Weston Botillers (Mill Barn), Broughton Holland Manor and Bedgrove Manor.  

Farming shaped village life for centuries. The fields around Weston Turville once grew fruit and grain, 
and many families worked in straw-plaiting and duck-rearing. By the late 1800s, the village was famous 
for its Aylesbury ducks, with thousands sent to London markets every year! 

A landmark we still treasure today, the Weston Turville Reservoir, was built in 1797 to feed the 
Wendover Arm of the Grand Union Canal. Once an industrial project, it’s now a peaceful haven for 
wildlife and walkers. 

Despite centuries of change — from the Norman castle mound to Victorian cottages and modern 
homes — Weston Turville has kept its village charm and community spirit. Our history lives on in the 
old buildings, the church, the lanes, and the people who care for them. 

As we look to the future, let’s remember: Weston Turville’s story is still being written — by us. 
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Buckinghamshire’s New Planning Portal. 

Buckinghamshire Council has launched a new combined planning portal, merging systems from 
the old district councils into one. 

Key Features of the Portal 
• Search & View Applications: Find planning applications by parish, street, or reference 
number. 

• Submit Comments Online: Share your views directly with the planning authority. 

• Track Progress: Check the status of applications and see when decisions are made. 

• Stay Informed: Receive notifications about new applications in your area. 
Understanding Material Planning Considerations 

When commenting on planning applications, it’s important to know what counts as a “material 
planning consideration.” These are the factors that the planning authority can legally take into 
account when deciding whether to approve or refuse an application. 

Examples include: 

• The impact on local traffic, parking, and road safety 

• Neighbouring property amenity, including light, privacy. 

• The scale, design, and appearance of the proposed development 

• Environmental factors, such as flood risk, wildlife, and trees 

• Access and infrastructure, including public transport or footpaths 
What is not a material consideration: 

• Personal disputes or objections to a neighbour 

• Loss of a view or devaluation of property 

•      Private matters such as who owns the land 

By understanding material planning considerations, you can make focused, meaningful 
comments that the planning officers can legally take into account. 

Important Update: Council Access to Comments 
Under the new portal system, the Parish Council can no longer view comments submitted by 
residents. If you have made an objection or comment on a planning application and would like 
the Parish Council to be aware, please email the office directly: office@westonturville-pc.gov.uk  
Providing this information ensures the Parish Council can consider local views when responding 
to planning applications. 

How to Comment 
1. Visit the Buckinghamshire Planning Portal. 
2. Search for your parish or the specific application. 
3. Review the plans and supporting documents. 
4. Submit your comment online, making sure it relates to material planning 
considerations. 
5.If you want the Parish Council to be aware of your comment, email the office at 
office@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

Why It Matters 
Planning decisions affect the character, safety, and future of our communities. By using the 

portal, focusing on material considerations, and keeping the Parish Council informed, residents 

can play an active role in shaping developments in Weston Turville and across Buckinghamshire. 
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Hampden Fields  (October 2025) Updates  

Please find below updates from Taylor Wimpey regarding Hampden Fields. All of  the 

updates detailed are subject to planning, and timescales may vary depending on this 

process.  

• The first homes at Hampden Fields West are now on sale, with the show homes set 

to launch at the end of  2025. Those interested can visit the website or book an 

appointment at https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-

fields-west 

• The first homes in the west now have roofs and are being enclosed, ready for first fix 

electrics, and works in the east have now commenced 

• UKPN’s work to remove its overhead power lines to the west of  the development is 

nearing completion. The programme for the undergrounding of  cables in the east is 

to be determined 

• Due to a delay in the planning application decision, works to improve the A41 

Woodlands Roundabout are now expected to begin in the first quarter of  2026. 

Residents will be notified of  further details before works commence 

• It is anticipated that the SLR from the A41 to the A413 will open by early 2027, 

aligned with the completion of  the A41 Woodlands Roundabout - subject to 

planning 

• Work to construct the Southern Link Road includes diverting New Road through the 

Hampden Fields development, is now underway. The road closed on 6 October 

2025 and will remain closed for approximately six weeks while two new junctions 

are built. Clear diversion signage is in place to minimise disruption 

• The first phase of  hard landscaping works is now expected to commence in October 

2025 to deliver the public gardenway and greenway, which is a key feature of  the 

scheme designed in partnership with Buckinghamshire Council to benefit both 

existing and future residents. The soft landscaping is expected to follow with the 

first planting to commence through the winter  

• Taylor Wimpey continues positive discussions on an enlarged medical centre, and 

Buckinghamshire Council is progressing plans for a primary school in the eastern 

neighbourhood adjacent to the proposed local centre. 

• Taylor Wimpey conducted an online consultation for the next phase of  development 

at Hampden Fields between 20th October and 31st October 2025 ahead of  

submission to Buckinghamshire Council in Autumn 2025. Details of  the next phase 

of  development can be viewed at www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/

hampden-fields-proposed-development 

 

https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-west
https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-west
http://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-proposed-development
http://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-proposed-development


Weston Turville Times Winter 2025                                                                                    23                                                        

 
Village Hall Update 

Thanks to the generous support of HS2 funding, our Village Hall has seen some exciting upgrades over 
the past year, and there’s plenty more to come! From new furniture to sporting equipment, every 
investment has been designed to make our space more welcoming, active, and engaging for everyone. 

Improvements Already Made 

• New tables and chairs, creating a comfortable, inviting environment for gatherings. 

• A piano, giving music lovers a place to practice and perform. 

• Table tennis table, providing hours of friendly competition. 

• Tag rugby equipment, bringing people together for inclusive, fun games. 
We hope these improvements will make a real difference, encouraging activity, creativity, and social 
connection across our community. 

What’s Next: Exciting Purchases Planned 

1. Indoor Bowls Set – Complete with 3 mats, scoreboard and one set of bowls. 
2. Adjustable Piano Stall – for our piano. 
3. Badminton/Volleyball Net  
4. Electronic Billboard for Window– Displaying community events and announcements, keeping 

everyone in the loop. 
Get Involved: Start a Club! 
If you’ve ever wanted to start a club, whether it’s bowls, music lessons, badminton/volleyball, or table 
tennis, now is the perfect time! We can provide access to all of the new equipment when you hire the 
hall, a discounted hire rate is offered to regular hirers. 

For more details or to book your club, email us at westonturvillehall@gmail.com.  
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Meet Our New Parish Warden! 
 

 

We’re delighted to introduce our new Parish Warden, Will,  who joined 

Weston Turville Parish Council at the end of  July. 

The Parish Warden plays a key role in keeping our community spaces 

looking its best, helping with the maintenance of  public spaces, reporting 

issues, and supporting local projects across Weston Turville.  

Please do say hello if you see Will out and about! 

2026 Parish Council meeting dates 

Month  Date Meeting  

January  8th  

15th  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

February  12th  

19th  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

March 10th 

12th 

19th 

Finance, Governance & Personnel  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

April  9th  

16th at 6:30pm 

16th at 7:30pm 

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

Annual Parish Meeting 

May  14th  

21st  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

June  9th 

11th  

18th  

Finance, Governance & Personnel  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

July  9th  

16th  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

August  13th Planning & Highways Committee  

September 8th 

11th  

18th  

Finance, Governance & Personnel  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

October 8th  

15th  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

November 10th 

12th  

19th  

Finance, Governance & Personnel  

Planning & Highways Committee  

Parish Council  

December 10th  Planning & Highways Committee  
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Weston Turville Parish Council– The Past 3 Months Update 

It’s been a busy few months for the Parish Council, with lots happening across the parish and plenty of 
exciting projects in progress. Here’s a round-up of what we’ve been working on since July. 

Parish Warden Joins the Team 
We were delighted to welcome our new Parish Warden, who joined us at the end of July. He’s already 
made a great start, helping with maintenance around the recreation ground and village hall and 
installing wildlife cameras on the Glebe.  

Tackling Parking and Access Issues 
Following concerns about parking at the Village Hall, the Parish Council has been working to reduce 
congestion along School Approach. New tree logs are being installed as natural barriers to prevent 
unsafe parking. 

Recreation Ground and Open Spaces 
The toddler play equipment at the recreation ground has been removed for safety reasons and will be 
replaced using S106 funds next year. 
We’ve also agreed a new maintenance contract for the tennis courts.  

The Glebe Field continues to develop as a community wildlife area, with a new information board and 
wildlife cameras being installed. Volunteers have also been busy cutting back vegetation in October 
and November. 

At Barley Close Field, which the Parish Council recently acquired, a working group has been set up to 
plan its future as a community orchard and green space. Initial work is under way to improve the 
gateways and carry out essential maintenance. 

Aston Reach – councillors have been meeting regularly with residents and site managers to address 
maintenance issues. Funding has been approved for children’s anti-litter and road safety signs 
designed by local youngsters, and the Parish Council will be pushing for a pedestrian crossing on 
Broughton Lane. 

The Paddocks – the land transfer has now been completed, and the Parish Council has taken over 
responsibility for maintaining the open space and playground. 

Westonmead Farm (New development A41)– the Parish Council has agreed in principle to take on the 
management of the new Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) once the development is 
complete, ensuring it is maintained for wildlife and residents to enjoy. 

Trees and the Environment 
A full tree inspection was carried out, and necessary maintenance will be completed shortly. The 
Parish Council also continues to look at ways to make lighting more efficient, and we are running 
another public consultation on streetlights to hear your views about possible dimming or part-night 
lighting. 

Events and Community 
Plans are well under way for this year’s Christmas Carols event on Friday 5th December, we hope to 
see you there for festive singing and refreshments! 
Earlier in the year, councillors also approved a Halloween event, and we continue to support 
community initiatives like the Remembrance Day service and local sustainability projects such as Cycle 
Safety Awareness with Climate Action Weston Turville. A Community Climate Action event was held in 
October and was very well attended, thank you to everyone who came along! 

Have Your Say 
Finally, the Parish Council will be launching a public consultation on 1st December to ask residents 
which of our suggested projects you’d most like to see happen next year. Please visit our website to 
take part  your feedback helps shape what we do for Weston Turville. 
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Spooktacular Success: Halloween Event 

On 31st October, the Parish Council hosted its very first 
Halloween event for the community and it was a resounding 
success! The day was made possible by the brilliant ideas of Cllr 
Saryo Dawkins along with the support of Parish Councillors Laura 
Cook and George Lait, The Village Retreat Café, 
and other dedicated volunteers including Clive, 
Luan and Besian.  

We were fortunate with the weather, allowing the ghoulish trail to 
take place outside. Participants put their brains to the test, 
unscrambling letters to reveal a Halloween-themed message and 
solving the cryptic clues created by our clever assistant clerk, 
Francesca. 

Inside the hall, five activity stations entertained all ages: 

• Slime boxes, which even saw carers and guardians joining in on the fun. 

• Ghost-making station, where imaginative designs will glow perfectly in the dark 
with the help of glow sticks. 
• Spiders on a web, a hit with all ages. 
• Cress heads, which were received with delight. 

• Colouring station 
• Biscuit Decorating, at the Village Retreat Café for 
everyone to enjoy. 
 

The event was a brilliant reminder that “it takes a village to raise a child” Thank you 

Weston Turville for being that village!  
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Weston Turville Women’s Institute: Friendship, Fun, and Community Spirit 
Did you know that Weston Turville has its very own thriving Women’s Institute? Originally 
founded in the early 20th century, Weston Turville Women’s Institute (WTWI) was part of a 
national movement that blossomed after World War I, offering women a place to connect, 
learn, and support one another. Although the group briefly disbanded in 2003, it reformed in 
2019 and has since gone from strength to strength. 
WTWI now meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 7:30pm in the meeting room of 
Weston Turville’s Union Chapel on School Lane. These gatherings are a welcoming space for 
local women to enjoy interesting and often inspiring guest speakers, try out new skills, and 
build lasting friendships. And yes—there’s always time for tea, coffee and a biscuit or slice of 
cake! However, the WI is about so much more than tea and biscuits (although we definitely 
like these). It’s about confidence, creativity, and community. This year alone has been packed 
with exciting activities, from craft sessions and book club discussions to more adventurous 
outings—our recent axe throwing trip to Milton Keynes was a hit with those who participated 
(pun intended!). 
We’re also proud to be part of the wider WI network, which means our members can take part 
in county and national events. In August, we entered our very first exhibit in the Bucks WI 
Federation’s competition at the Bucks County Show. The theme? A teddy bears’ picnic! While 
we didn’t take home the top prize, we achieved a great score and enjoyed the experience. 
WTWI is also committed to making a difference locally. In July, we hosted a basic life support 
course, and you may have seen the trees that we planted in the village playing fields. Thanks 
to the proceeds from our annual quiz night, we’ll soon be donating funds to help enhance the 
learning environment at our village school. 
If you’re curious about what we do, why not come along to a meeting? Visitors are always 
welcome for a small charge of £3.50 to cover refreshments and costs. Whether you’re looking 
to meet new people, learn something new, or simply enjoy a friendly evening out, we’d love to 
see you. For more information or to let us know you’re coming to a meeting, please contact 
Carolyn, our secretary, at westonturvillewi@gmail.com. We look forward to welcoming you! 

 

 

 

Photo of WTWI 2025 County show exhibit       Axe throwing in Milton Keynes 

2026 Programme 
Wednesday 7th January 2026 – Introduction to traditional Chinese medicine and Acupuncture   
Wednesday 4th February 2026 – The Chiltern Society; Exploring & conserving the Chilterns.  
Wednesday 4th March 2026 – British Sign Language   
Wednesday 1st April 2026 – Colour and styling your wardrobe.  
Wednesday 6th May 2026 (7pm) – Silver Jewellery making (Will be a charge for materials)  
Wednesday 3rd June 2026 - Beyond swastikas and potato peel pies: The occupation of Jersey in WWII  
Wednesday 1st July 2026 – Summer Garden Party  
Wednesday 5th August 2026 – Now You See it, Now You Don’t - The Story of Claydon House.  
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 – Icing & Cake Decorating Demonstration  
Wednesday 7th October 2026 - Aylesbury Homeless Action Group  
Wednesday 4th November 2026 – AGM with refreshments & a quiz  
Wednesday 2nd December 2026 – Christmas Crafts 

mailto:westonturvillewi@gmail.com
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Suppliers and installers of the high-

est quality 
Windows, Doors, Orangeries &  

Conservatories 

Visit our Showroom or contact us 
for a free no obligation quote: 

19 Bridgegate Business Park, Gate-
house Way, Aylesbury, 

HP19 8XN 

Tel: 01296 422842 
enquir-

ies@premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 
www.premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 
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St. Mary’s Weston 
Turville. 

Christmas and onwards into the New Year! 

 

The days are drawing in and winter is upon us. However, all is not lost. We have the 
Christmas and Winter activities to brighten our days. 

Here is St. Mary’s Christmas programme: 

December 14th CHRISTINGLE 11.30 a.m. 

Bring a large orange. Candles, sweets, carols, adults as well as children most 
welcome. We will be supporting the Children’s Society. 

December 21st CAROL SERVICE 5.00 p.m. 

Candle lit Carol Service. Come and sing favourite carols and hear the Christmas 
story. 

December Tuesday 23rd NATIVITY SERVICE 2.30 p.m. 

This very relaxed! Come and join in if you wish, all welcome to dress up as a king, 
shepherd, angel or sheep (adults as well as children) Come and see the Crib scene 
in the altar and sing carols. 

December 24th MIDNIGHT SERVICE 11.45 p.m. 

An atmospheric Service that begins in candlelight.  All Welcome 

December 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 10.00 a.m. 

Family Eucharist. Let us celebrate this joyful day together.  

Toys for little children. All welcome! 

It is hard to believe that 2026 is on the doorstep. 2025 has been extremely difficult 
in terms of world peace, but as 2025 draws to a close, there are some signs of hope, 
however fragile. We pray for wisdom for leaders of nations and a genuine wish for 
peace. We pray for peace in our homes and for the well-being of our community. 
May it be a place of love and joy. 

I wish you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Revd. Susan 
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The Union Chapel – Harvest, Candles, Migrants and MacMillan. 

Like everyone else, as we approach Christmas, the season of giving, we have to work 

to work out how much should we give and to whom? In the last couple of months, 

we raised £240 for Weston Turville Wells for Tanzania and Mission Aviation 

Fellowship, £230 for MacMillan and donated 64Kg of food to the Aylesbury food 

bank. We kept less than that for the development of Chapel itself 

Even then, our giving is not even a drop in the ocean. There is 

a chasm of inequality in wealth, health, and education 

between us and many other parts of the world; a chasm that 

has practical consequences for us too. One of the carers that 

came to the chapel recently said that in her country there was no middle class. You 

were rich or you were poor, and if you were poor, you knew your family would be 

poor for the next five generations.  That is what drives many of the small boats 

across the channel. The people traffickers may cash in, but they 

don’t create the need. Many of the migrants risk their lives to try to 

alleviate poverty for their families as well as themselves. How do 

you really stop the boats? By taking away the inequality so people 

don’t need to migrate in the first place. But that would mean us 

giving away huge amounts of own money and our own standard of 

living would crash.  Any political party that included that in their manifesto would be 

totally unelectable. 

So, as we approach Christmas, we must be realistic as well as idealistic. When Jesus 

was criticised for wasting expensive perfume he replied, ‘The poor will be with you 

always.’  And they are. Which brings us back to the ‘how much should we give and to 

whom’ challenge. So, thank you to all those who help us support the foodbank.  

Thank you to everyone who came and made the MacMillan coffee morning such a 

success.  And if you feel you can help the less well off in our own community, please 

come and join us for our Christmas Eve Candle Lit Carols at 6pm. Carols, mince pies 

and the opportunity to share.  What could be more Christmas? 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIT CAROLS AT 6PM   

OFFERING TO THE FOODBANK 

www.theunionchapel.co.uk       welcome@theunionchapel.co.uk      

 01296 839777 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to all our members and friends 

After our final general meeting of the year on Thursday 27th November, 
when there is a presentation on the history of pantomime as well as festive 

refreshments, the first one of 2026 will be on Thursday 22nd January. 
Meetings take place at Aylesbury Rugby Club in the village and start at 

2.30pm. Prospective new members are always welcome. 

If you are interested in any of our many and varied activities 

contact Mike Munday our Membership Secretary –  email 
membership@wtu3a.org.uk or visit our website:   

www.wtu3a.org.uk 

WESTON TURVILLE  

mailto:membership@wtu3a.org.uk
http://www.wtu3a.org.uk
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Farming Matters 

Although it feels like the end of the year for many, with the nights drawing in and the weather taking a 
turn for the worse, autumn often feels like the start of the new year for farming. In the fields, we are 
delighted to see the first crop of winter wheat that we’ve managed to plant in four years just starting 
to appear as thin lines of green across the dark soil. It will need careful monitoring to ensure it is pro-
tected throughout the winter, so it can flourish when spring arrives. As the saying goes “well-sown is 
half-grown”, and this year things are looking positive! 

On the livestock side of things, in a few days’ time the rams will be put in with the 
ewes and we will be able to start making plans for lambing in April next year. We 
have bought a second ram this year as our old ram’s daughters are joining the 
breeding flock, so when the ewes are scanned in January we’ll be waiting with 
bated breath to see if he’s done the job! Our remaining lambs from this year will 
also need to be weighed, and the heaviest will be taken to the butchers in prepa-
ration for November’s pop-up farm shop. The winter is a quieter period for us, but 

there are still many things that need to happen, as well as all the little jobs that no one had time for in 
the busy summer months.  

The first job will be to bring the cattle into the barns, and while it’s slightly more 
work to care for them once they’re housed, the barns do feel quite cosy when 
they’re filled. The rustle of golden straw and the sound of cattle munching away 
on their fresh silage makes the farm feel ready for winter. On the topic of cattle 
barns, this Christmas we are also holding our first “Carols in the Cowshed” – 
actually in the Old Barn, but it did used to house the calves so the alliterative 
title isn’t a complete fabrication! Please consider joining us for some good rowdy carol singing, with a 

few secular favourites thrown in for good measure. It doesn’t matter if you can’t 
sing, just come and add to the volume, and enjoy a mince pie and some mulled wine 
in return for a charitable donation. We’ve built up a brilliant community of people 
through the farm’s various events, and we thought it would be wonderful to do 
something festive and charitable to mark the season, so please bring the whole 
family and join us on 20th December, at 5pm in the Old Barn. 

Looking towards next year, as well as the more immediate challenges associated with growing crops 
and rearing animals, we are also continuing to face the problems posed by the plans of our current 
government. Our newest member of the farm is five months old at the time of writing and he’s already 
excited by the tractors trundling up and down the drive. Hopefully we have a keen mini-farmer on our 
hands (although he remains disinterested in sheep, much to the disappointment of his mother). Trying 
to navigate the ever-changing political rules to ensure the farm can be passed on and continue to exist 
as a viable business is not easy in a time when prices are set by a global market and production is con-
strained by domestic regulations. Only the smallest margins are left at the end of the year to make a 
profit. We can only hope the government finally listens and engages with the issues that have been 
raised, but every bit of pressure that can be applied will help, so if you feel able to contact your MP or 
support any of the planned action you may be able to help keep the nation’s farms farming! 

Dates for your diary: 
6th December: Christmas Wreath Making  
20th December: Carols in the Cowshed 
24th & 25th January: Pop-Up Farm Shop & Café 
21st & 22nd February: Pop-Up Farm Shop & Café 

Contact us on info@churchfarmbucks.co.uk  
Follow @ChurchFarmBucks on Facebook and Instagram  

mailto:info@churchfarmbucks.co.uk
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BARN DANCE 

Saturday  14th March 2026   7-10:30pm 
Weston Turville Village Hall 

Including Band, Bar and Tasty Supper cooked by The Chandos Arms with a 

Vegan, gluten free option 

Raffle to raise more funds for the cause 

Ticket now on sale £15.00 adults, £7.50 children and students 

Tickets from Rachel Blackmore: text 07792 475 094 or email: racheljblack-
more@gmail.com  

Read more at www.wellsfortanzania.org 

Do come and join us. All welcome! 

mailto:racheljblackmore@gmail.com
mailto:racheljblackmore@gmail.com
http://www.wellsfortanzania.org/
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Allotment Association wtaacommittee@gmail.com 

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 395000 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 

Electricity Emergency (UK Power Net-
works) 

0800 783 8838 

Environmental Health out of hours 01296 585093 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Hospital – Amersham 01494 434411 

Hospital – High Wycombe 01494 526161 

Hospital - Stoke Mandeville 01296 315000 

NHS Direct 111 

Transport for Bucks 01296 395000 

Village Hall, Weston Turville 07470 487617 

Wendover Library 01296 382415 

Weston Turville Combined School 01296 613436 

Weston Turville Parish Council 01296 612838 

Westongrove Surgery Group 01296 320384 

Support Services 

Age UK 0800 169 6565 

Childline 0800 1111 

Citizens Advice 0344 411 1444 

Domestic Violence Hotline 0808 2000 247 

Friends of Wendover (weekdays 1-3pm) 01296 622585 

Mind 0300 123 3393 

Samaritans 116 123 

Antisocial behaviour 
999 - to report a crime in progress 
101 – to report a crime after the fact 

Dog bins (full or damaged) Parish Council – 01296 612838 

Environmental Health issues Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Fly Tipping Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Highways and Rights of Way, incl street-
lights outside the village 

www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/ 

Housing and Benefits 0300 131 6000 

Litter – missed bin collections, overflowing 
public litter bins 

Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Park and recreation ground Parish Council – 01296 612838 

Planning matters, incl enforcement Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Street furniture, eg benches, bins, bus 
shelters, noticeboards, streetlights in the 
village 

Parish Council – 01296 612838 

Water leaks Thames Water – 0800 714 614 

USEFUL CONTACTS  
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