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Message from the Editor 

A Season of Growth τ and Opportunity 

As spring gently slips away and the warmth of summer begins to stir, Weston Turville is 
bursting with colour, community spirit, and exciting opportunities. With the longer days 
ahead, now is the perfect time to get involved and help our beautiful village flourish 
even more. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ YŜǇǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
on green-fingered volunteers to lend their talents to our shared spaces τ especially as 
ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊōŜŘǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴer 
ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
preparations will also help us understand what steps and support are needed for future 
entries, so your involvement is not only appreciated but essential for long-term success. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 6 where we introduce the newly elected councillors 
τ dedicated to helping shape the future of Weston Turville and keen to hear your ideas. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ CǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
events that bring neighbours together to delicious food and fabulous produce from 
ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇΣ ŜŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊe in 
our community. 

Finally, the Neighbourhood Plan Committee is still seeking your input. If you care about 
the future of Weston Turville τ how it grows, evolves, and retains its charm τ please 
keep an eye out for upcoming consultation dates and have your say. Your voice matters. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΗ 

Warm regards, 

Cllr Laura Cook, Editor 
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Parish Council News  

Dear all 

Great to have seen many of you at the new Café, The 
Village Retreat! It has been a success beyond our 
expectations. Our facilities on the rec are being really well used too. 

At the time of writing, the potential purchase of Barley Close field is awaiting agreement 
of the contract on both sides. We will keep you updated with progress. 

Weston Turville has recently had elections and we now have the full 10 Councillors in 
place.  A reduction in councillors for Bucks Council resulted in a review of wards which 
now means that Weston Turville PC has two wards ς Village and Aston Reach, however 
all councillors work together for the benefit of the entire parish.  You may not be aware 
but the parish stretches from Aston Reach to the bypass roundabout, all the way across 
to Wendover Road and Hampden Hall and we are lucky to have councillors from across 
the entire parish. 

Our community events are going well with good attendance at the Easter Fun Day. It 
was noted that the car park was completely full and that there were problems with so 
many cars, the new Council will look into options to improve the parking.  

There are exciting plans ahead for a Community Theatre Company, which everyone is 
welcome to join and aim for a production from 14-16th November, see the article in this 
magazine. 

The Community Climate Action planning workshop had to be postponed because 
Wendover Community Board did not match our funding. We have now applied for 
Lottery Funding and will run the workshop on Saturday October 11th from 10am ς 3pm 
in the Village Hall, lunch and refreshments provided freely. We are collaborating with 
Wendover, Stoke Mandeville and Halton parishes. The extra time allows us to gather our 
strong team and prepare together. Do get in touch if you would like to join us: 
racheljblackmore@gmail.com or 07792 475094 

Parish Council meetings 

All local residents are welcome to attend meetings of the council to observe and at the 
start of each meeting there is a chance for residents to raise issues with the Council, 
each person is limited to 3 minutes. The list of meeting dates can be found on the 
website or noticeboards. Meetings are currently being held in the 
Parish Meeting room. Please see our website for agenda details or 
contact the Clerk.  

If you would like to meet me to discuss any issues or just say hello I 
would be very happy to do that, please contact me via 
rblackmore@westonturville-pc.gov.uk or 07792 475094.  

Cllr Rachel Blackmore 

mailto:racheljblackmore@gmail.com
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Meet your Parish Councillors 

 

Councillor Mark Baylis ς Village Ward 
I live in Weston Turville (Hampden Hall) with my wife and 2 daughters 
and have been a parish councillor since 2020 and chair the Planning 
Committee. I have a passion for mountain biking and make full use of 
the excellent mountain bike terrain locally. I work as a senior safety 
manager for a construction company.  
mbaylis@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 

Councillor Rachel Blackmore ς Village Ward 
I am delighted and honoured to have been elected to continue as a 
parish councillor. We have lived in Weston Turville for 28 years, being 
involved in a variety of aspects of our community. I have been on the 
parish council for the last 4 of those. It is enjoyable being part of a team 
who all have concern for our parish and want to share with you in 
protecting, promoting and enhancing Weston Turville for all.   
rblackmore@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 

Councillor Laura Cook ς Village Ward 
LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ parish councillor for 3 years, but my connection to the village 
goes back much furtherτƳȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мсллǎΦ LΩƳ 
passionate about preserving the unique character of our parish and 
ensuring it remains a special place for future generations. I currently 
lead the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and the local Wombles 
ƎǊƻǳǇΦ LΩƳ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
promoting biodiversity within our community. 
lcook@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

Councillor Mike Collins ς Village Ward 
I am a Buckinghamshire Councillor for the Aston Clinton and Weston 
Turville Ward and also a Parish Councillor for Weston Turville, as well as  
Aston Clinton.  I have lived within the Ward with my wife Joan, for a 
little over 50 years. We have four adult children who have now flown 
the nest. I spent the majority of my working life with a Pharmaceutical 
and Medical equipment manufacturer designing and developing medical 
equipment. I finished my working life with The British Heart Foundation 
where I managed their Regional and branch operations.     
mcollins@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 

Councillor Saryo Dawkins ς Village Ward 
I have lived in Weston Turville since 2019. In 2023 I decided to 
contribute more to our local community and became a Parish 
Councillor. In that time I have had the opportunity in helping with the 
Christmas Carols and with the Easter Events in Jubilee Park. I play an 
active part in the day to day running of the Village Hall. I have relished in 
having a small hand in maintaining and developing the park and local 
environment.   Thank you for voting for me to return as a Councillor. 
sdawkins@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 



Weston Turville Times Spring 2025  7 

 

Councillor George Lait ς Village Ward 
I hold 4 key values ς Communications, transparency, honesty and 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƳŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ άaǊ tƛǇέ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
contact me via email or telephone, please always remember the rule I 
ǳǎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ άƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΣ ǎŀȅ ƛǘέ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘo ask me a question if 
you feel you need better clarification. Keeping my 4 key values in mind 
άǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ  
glait@westonturville-pc.gov.uk  

 

Councillor Chris Popovici-Birkby ς Aston Reach Ward 
I moved to Weston Turville parish and wanted to do something to 
become part of the community so became a parish councillor in 2024. I 
have previously been vice chair of a Local Residents Association, during 
this time we negotiated with the local council to agree the process and 
settlement for compulsory purchase of all dwellings on the estate. I was 
also a member of the allotments committee. I live on the new Aston 
Reach development and am hoping to help residents better engage and 
understand what the council can do to help.  
cpopovici-birkby@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 

Councillor Michala Robertson ς Village Ward 
I have lived in the village nearly 7 years. I volunteered as a mentor for 
care experienced children who when 18 leave care for independent 
living and as a Community First Responder with the Ambulance Service 
for the village and so am looking forward to this new and exciting role. 
Some of you may have met me at the CPR training I and colleagues 
delivered at Welcoming Spaces and the village hall. You may also know 
me from my daily walks around the village with my little rescue dog. 
Please do stop and say hello as I am always keen to hear concerns, 
suggestions or ways the Parish Council can support you. 
mrobertson@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 

Councillor Peter Routledge ς Aston Reach Ward 

I am pleased to have been re-elected to the Parish Council and will 
continue to contribute to the planning committee and the Climate 
Action Weston Turville group. 
proutledge@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 

 

Councillor Cathy Terry ς Village Ward 
I have lived in Weston Turville since 1982 and my son went to the village 
school.  I have served on the Parish Council for 17 years and am very 
pleased to be re-elected.  I look forward to collaborating with the other 
councillors on new projects to improve and enhance the parish for all 
residents. 
cterry@westonturville-pc.gov.uk 
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Hampden Field s Upda te  

 
Please find below updates regarding Hampden Fields. All of the updates detailed are 
subject to planning, and timescales may vary depending on this process.  
 
Notes: 
¶ Subsoil works are underway on Hampden Fields West, with construction on the 

first dwellings anticipated to start in May 2025. 
¶ A temporary sales centre is open, accessed off of the Wendover road, with a 

permanent sales office and showhome expected to be built and open autumn 
2025. Local residents wishing to find out more on the homes available can 
visit https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-
west 

¶ On the site, UKPN are working to remove their overhead power lines on the 
west of the development and this should be complete by summer 2025 

¶ Works are also taking place on the Western section of the Southern Link Road 
(SLR) 

¶ Subject to receiving additional planning consents, the works to improve the A41 
Woodlands Roundabout will commence late summer 2025, with an expected 12 
month construction period. Residents will be notified of further details before 
works commence.  

¶ It is anticipated that SLR from the A41 to the A413 will be open by late summer 
2026, when the A41 Woodlands roundabout is completed - subject to planning  

¶ As part of the Green Infrastructure (Public Open Space) plans for the 
development, the hard landscaping works for the 1st phase will commence late 
spring 2025. These works include the construction of the public gardenway and 
greenway that will go through Hampden Fields. This is a key aspiration of 
Buckinghamshire Council and one Taylor Wimpey believes will benefit existing 
and future residents  

¶ The soft landscaping works including tree, hedge, wildflower meadows and 
shrub planting, plus the laying of amenity grass, will follow later in the summer 

¶ Taylor Wimpey is continuing positive conversations with local centre providers, 
regarding an enlarged medical centre and a community hall 

¶ Buckinghamshire Council is progressing plans for a primary school in the 
proposed eastern neighbourhood, adjacent to the local centre. 

¶ As part of its commitment to supporting the local communities around its 
developments, Taylor Wimpey recently donated £1,500 to Stoke Mandeville 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bǳǊǎŜǎ 5ŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ όмн aŀȅύΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƭǳƴŎƘ 
for over 100 nurses. 

 

https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-west
https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/aylesbury/hampden-fields-west
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ñJOB DONE 

GARDENINGò 

From the first grass cut to 

continued garden maintenance 

(weekly, fortnightly, monthly or 

ad hoc basis). 

We are a team of ladies who will 

transform your garden in no time 

and will continue to call as 

regularly as you want us to 

LET US DO THE HARD WORK 

AND LEAVE YOU TO DO THE 

POTTERING! 

PLEASE CALL ALISON 

PROBETS ON  07754 207258  
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Climate Action Weston Turville (CAWT) Update    

Our group continues to meet regularly on the first Wednesday of 
each month in The Five Bells, Weston Turville. We have a variety of 
projects locally to increase biodiversity and decrease our carbon 
dioxide emissions, such as wild flower planting, solar panels on our 
village hall and our Repair Cafe. We collaborate with other parishes 
and climate groups and our meetings and events are open to all. 

A few dates for your diary from CAWT some in collaboration with Climate Action Wendover 
(CLAW): 

20th May 7:30pm People, Planet, Pint  

Held at The King and Queen, South Street, Wendover HP22 6EF 

These events are held all around the country: άtƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜ tƭŀƴŜǘ tƛƴǘ ƳŜŜǘǳǇ 
to find more about what's going on locally with sustainability and how you can get involved. No 
ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΣ ǇƻǿŜǊǇƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ Wǳǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΣ tƭŀƴŜǘΣ tƛƴǘκǎΦέ 

The first 10 people get a drink free if you have booked by the Eventbrite link, so it is an advantage 
to book and arrive early. Link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wendover-small99s-people-
planet-pinttm-sustainability-meetup-tickets-1197530539079 

The link can be emailed to you on request from Rachel:  racheljblackmore@gmail.com 

26th June 7pm. Wildbelt event 

Meeting at St. aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ƴΣ ²ŜƴŘƻǾŜǊΣ !ȅƭŜǎōǳǊȅ Itнн 
6NL and Starting with a visit to the Wildbelt project on the former 
skate park in London Road, Wendover, entrance opposite Church 
Lane. 

¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ Ψ²ƛƭŘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ v ϧ !Σ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ 
.ŀǊƴƛŎƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭŘōŜƭǘΣ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Ln, Wendover, Aylesbury HP22 6NL.  Book a place using the QR code:  

4th June, 7.30 pm our Next CAWT meeting 

The Five Bells 40 Main St, Weston Turville, Aylesbury HP22 5RW 

11th October 10-3pm Community Climate Action workshop 

To be held in Weston Turville Village Hall, lunch and refreshments provided. School Approach, 
Weston Turville, Aylesbury HP22 5RW 

Contact Rachel Blackmore for booking details: racheljblackmore@gmail.com  
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New Residents' Association Brings Community Spirit to Aston Reach 

A new community group, the Aston Reach Residents' Association (ARRA), has officially 
launched with a mission to foster a safe, inclusive, and vibrant neighbourhood for all 
who call the estate home. The association aims to build a strong sense of community, 
ensuring residents feel welcomed, respected, and heard. 

ARRA has pledged to represent the interests of Aston Reach residents, working in close 
collaboration with First Port, Weston Turville Parish Council, and Buckinghamshire 
County Council to address local concerns and seek practical solutions. 

 
To mark its first official event, ARRA 
organised a community-wide Easter Egg 
Hunt, offering children across the estate 
an opportunity to celebrate the holiday 
with fun and creativity. Supported by 
generous donations from Weston 
Turville Parish Council, local businesses, 
and ARRA itself, each child who 
completed the Easter trail was rewarded 
with a free chocolate egg. 

 

 

The festivities also included a colouring 
competition, a "guess the number of eggs in the 
jar" challenge, a "name the bunny" contest, and 
a special prize for locating the elusive golden 
egg. Surplus Easter eggs were donated to 
Hampden Hall Care Centre, bringing additional 
joy to the wider community. 

Following the success of the Easter event, ARRA 
intends to host further events throughout the 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǎǘƻƴ wŜŀŎƘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ 
green spaces and continuing to strengthen 
neighbourhood ties.  

 

Contact: astonreachresidents@gmail.com 
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²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎǎǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴȊŀ нлнр ς ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ /ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ 5ŀȅΗ 
 
A massive THANK YOU to everyone who hopped along and joined us 

on April 10th for an eggstra-special Easter celebration! It was lovely to 

see so many of you, we hope you all had a bunny-brilliant time. 

Huge congratulations to our Pin the Tail on the Bunny champions ς 

you nailed it! 

A special shoutout to the Village Retreat Café for handing out the 

treasure hunt prizes and helping with the event. 

And lastly a big thank you to all the councillors and volunteers who 

helped organise and run the event. 

 

 

Rhubarb Cake 

Ingredients 

200g butter plus extra for greasing 
200g caster sugar, plus 3 tbsp for sprinkling 
3 large eggs 
1tsp vanilla extract 
200g ground almonds 
200g self raising flour 
1tsp baking powder 
300g young rhubarb cut to 2cm lengths 
 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4. Grease a 23cm springform cake tin 
2. Put all ingredients except rhubarb in food mixer and beat until smooth. 
3. Spoon batter into the prepared tin and top with the rhubarb, press down 
gently.  Sprinkle with 3 tablespoons sugar 
4. Bake for 1¼ hours or until a skewer inserted comes out clean, if the cake 
starts to overbrown before cooked, cover with foil. 
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Experience the joy of Bowls in Aston Clinton.  

Sitting In the park beside the horse chestnut trees and 
the Tennis Club, with far reaching views of Aston Hill, our 
bowling club lies in a beautiful spot in Aston Clinton.   We 
are always very welcoming to new members, young and 
old alike whether you have played the game before or 
not.  Bowls is very much an inclusive sport for all, and we 
have members in their 20s and in their 80s, and every 
other decade in between.  

If you are thinking about taking up bowls, we offer a 6 week temporary membership, with no 
pressure or obligation, while you can decide if bowls is the sport for you. We can provide a 
variety of sizes of club bowls that can be borrowed for free, along with free coaching and full 
use of all of the club's facilities.  We advise new players not to buy bowls until you find a size 
and weight of bowl that suits you best. Once a member you will have access to the green 
most days in the afternoon and evenings to practice on your own, or with a coach, or with 
other members both male and female. Initially you will only need to wear flat bottomed 
shoes or trainers, and reasonably smart casual clothing.   

How far or how fast you want to learn bowls is entirely up to you, the most important thing 
is that you enjoy bowling. We hold roll-up evenings every Tuesday from about 5.30pm. They 
are very informal, where members just turn up and play with other members, and they are 
ideal for newcomers to learn the techniques, rules and etiquette of the game.  They are also 
a great way to meet other members, either when playing on the green or when enjoying a 
drink in the bar afterwards. 

Our club relies on enthusiastic volunteer members to help maintain the green and its 
surrounds, and that helps create a great team spirit. Our Green Keeper is ably assisted by a 
number of members to help maintain the green throughout the year. We have done a lot of 
work over the closed season and our green is in great condition for the 2025 season. 

On Saturday 14 June, the Bowls club will be supporting the Aston Clinton Family Festival day, 
between 12.00pm and 6.00pm.  We will have a stand in the park beside our green, so please 
come along and chat to us.  We will be happy to give you some very basic tuition and let you 
try bowls out, to see if you might like it 

Our front gate is usually open when we are holding roll-ups and also when we are playing 
matches against other clubs, so please feel free to pop in and have a look, or feel free to sit 
and watch.  If you would like to learn more about the bowling club you can give me a call.  
My number is below and I will be happy to show you around or arrange for one of our 
members to show you around. 

Why don't you come along and experience the joy of bowls in Aston Clinton.  You will be 
made very welcome.   

Contact:  
Robert Morrison 07885 595447 
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 WESTON TURVILLE THEATRE PROJECT 

The village now has its own theatre group and it is beginning with a Community 

tƭŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƛƳŜΦΩ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ 

and help create it. Please see the full page advertisement opposite. 

The village once had a thriving drama group and the pantomimes it produced are 

still fondly remembered.  A group of local residents have come together to 

create a theatre group based in the Village hall.  

A Community Play like this is an ideal start; the story is a broad look at the last 

1,000 years of life here. It starts with the Norman invasion, goes through the Civil 

war, the coming of the canal, the First and Second World wars, the swinging 

sixties, modern commuter life, Covid and then on to the present! A breathless 

romp through time! 

So, if you would like to perform (there needs to be a choir too) or you like to 

make costumes or set or you are a musician please either email 

westonturvilletheatreproject@gmail.com or call/text 07583 550676 to register 

your interest.  

The launch event will be on Sunday 13th July at 3pm in the Village Hall - please 

come along and join in, you will be very welcome.  

Plans are already in place for the second production in May 2026. 
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 U3A Royal Opera House Tour 
Our Art and Culture Group was formed last year, our first outing was to the Tate Britain 
in London which was very successful. We had our own Curator who was very 
informative, we also requested that we spend some time in the Turner rooms which has 
the largest collection of his works in the World. 

The Royal Opera House Behind The Scenes tour was our second outing on the 18th 
February. This tour took a lot of organisation as so many members wanted to go, 
eventually we booked two tours with 45 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ 
you go above twenty in a group you have to pay an extra £60 to have another guide at 
the rear. There are good reasons for this including walking along long corridors, many 
ǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ƭƛŦǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ could get lost or even fall over, also the flooring 
varies throughout the building, some are carpeted others smooth tiled or wooden 
floors. 

The tour lasts approximately 75 minutes and so much is packed into that time, both of 
the groups guides were excellent whose knowledge was incredible. They helped us gain 
a unique insight into the many secrets and history of the ROH and also Bow St with its 
colourful past. 

We were fortunate to witness a ballet rehearsal which was Romeo and Juliet. The 
ōŀƭƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ WǳƭƛŜǘ ƘŀŘ 
just died. We also saw the wedding taking place. Quite magical to see this so close up in 
the Rehearsal room. 

We visited the costume room which was huge, thousands of costumes which had either 
been used or about to be. These were all in polythene bags with the names of the 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ /ŀǊƳŜƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ aƛƳƛ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀ .ƻƘŜƳŜΦ 

After every performance everything is sent to a State of the Art Workshop in Thurrock, 
Essex. Many costumes are refurbed and revived to either use again at the ROH or to go 
on tour. There is also a Scenery warehouse in Wales. 

We sat in the auditorium where we were told to talk quietly as there was a rehearsal 
going on. Apparently we were sitting in seats that cost £150 !!  Each stage curtain 
weighs over 2.5 ton and still has the ER on it with no plans to change it yet. It was quite 
emotional thinking of all the amazing performers who have graced the stage in the past. 

Maria Callas the famous opera singer gave her very last performance here on this stage 
performing in Tosca, the beautiful Puccini Opera, this was on the 5th July 1965. Also 
Dame Margot Fonteyn, probably our most famous Ballet dancer performed here with 
Rudolf Nureyev, it was said that their partnership elevated her to the status of being a 
Super Star of her time. 

I would recommend this tour to all groups who have an interest in the Arts. Also very 
easy to get there in London. 
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WESTON TURVILLE  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

Having had a very pleasant Spring weatherwise we now look forward to summer. The Historical 
Society has continued to arrange a wide range of interesting talks for January through May. The 
membership of the society has now reached 111 with a regular attendance at our monthly 
meetings in excess of 65 people. The talks for May, June, September, October and November are 
shown below. I am sure that these will be of great interest to existing members as well as any 
reader of the WTT who has not been to any of our meetings before. We will not be renewing 
subscriptions or signing up any new members at the May or June meetings. That is not to say 
everyone, members or not, is not welcome to attend these meetings. We will be holding our 
AGM, which does not last more than 5-8 minutes, at the July meeting, allowing plenty of time for 
the speaker.   

We will commence renewing subscriptions and signing up new members for 2025/2026 at our 
meeting in September and the following months. 

The committee has decided to keep the fees unchanged for at least this coming year.  If you wish 
to renew your membership or to join the society the fees are £5 for a family membership and £3 
for a single membership and the meeting fee of £2 per member and £3 for non-members for the 
coming year. This is great value as where else could you get a cup of coffee/tea and a great talk 
for this cost. Doors open at 7:30pm and coffee/tea will be available. We would ask that you bring 
along your own cups. 

You do not have to be a member to attend a meeting as all are welcome. If you have not come to 
any of our meetings previously, please come and join us on the last Friday of each month in the 
Village Hall.  For existing members and non-members, we can recommend that you have a look 
at our website, www.WTHSoc.org.uk. The site contains a great deal of information about the 
history of Weston Turville, copies of old postcards, links to other relevant historical sites etc.  

Dates for Weston Turville Historical Society Speakers 2025 

Date Speaker Title of Talk 

30 May 2025 Sue Flipping The Walls Have Tongues 

27 June 2025 Steve Bacon Grave Robbers 

25 Sept 2025 Carl Whitmore Peaky Blinders ς Fact or Fiction 

31 Oct 2025 Sarah Slater Secrets, Sex, Scandal & Salacious Gossip of the 
Royal Court, 1660 to 1830 

28 Nov 2025 Dr Stephen Goss Caversham Park 
 

The Historical Society has a number of local history books available to purchase. 

Contact 
Website: WTHSoc.org.uk 
email: secretary@WTHSoc.org.uk. New members and visitors welcome. 

http://www.wthsoc.org.uk/
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Suppliers and installers of the highest 
quality 

Windows, Doors, Orangeries & 
Conservatories 

Visit our Showroom or contact us for a 
free no obligation quote: 

19 Bridgegate Business Park, 
Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury, 

HP19 8XN 

Tel: 01296 422842  
enquiries@premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 

www.premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 

The JoAnn Latus 
School of Dance 

 

 
 

× Established 24 years 

× Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz                         
dance  

× For all ages from 3 years upward 

× Regular examinations & shows. 

× Fully qualified teachers. 

× Local classes held in Weston Turville, 
Aston Clinton and Stoke Mandeville 

 

www.jolatusdance.co.uk 
01462 769 665 or 07800 518 654 
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{ǳƳƳŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜ  

 
We have been really lucky this year. We have had tastes of 
summer weather since March. Just what we needed after 
such a wet winter. Let us hope it continues (with a little rain 
at night, of course for the garden!) We are also so fortunate 
here to be surrounded by beautiful countryside with leafy 
lanes and good country walks which make it so easy for us to 
thank God for all the good gifts he gives us and for the beauty of his creation. We are so 
blessed! 

 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻƻΦ  

Cream Teas from 3pm to 5pm every 4th Sunday of the month until September.  We have 
such good home bakers! 

Pentecost (previously known as Whit Sunday) Sunday 8th June 10.00 a.m.  

An exciting time when the Disciples received the Holy Spirit of Jesus and were enabled 
to go out and preach and teach. 

This was the beginning of the Christian Church, so we will celebrate!! 

Festival Choral Eucharist Sunday 27th July at 10.00 a.m. 

This is new and special. We have a wonderful group of singers coming to sing for us, 
joined by our church choir. They will sing a musical setting of the service and anthem. I 
am really looking forward to this! Please come and experience the beautiful singing.  

Patronal Festival Sunday 14th September 10.00 a.m. 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜΦ улл ȅŜŀǊǎΗ 

Cake and bubbly after the service. Well, it has to be done! 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Řƻ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ 

Children are welcome to all services and are catered for with toys and colouring if a 
distraction is needed. 

I hope you all have a good summer and manage some peaceful and restful times. 

 

Revd. Susan 
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The Passover comes to Weston Turville Union Chapel 

Have you heard the Leonardo Da Vinci joke?  Jesus walked into a restaurant and said - 

/ŀƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ нс ǇƭŜŀǎŜΚ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψ.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ мо ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗΩ  ¸ŜǎΣ 

Jesus replies, but we are only going to sit on one side of the table. 

The last supper, as painted by 

Leonardo, was held during Passover. 

This year, the Jewish festival of 

Passover came to the Union Chapel.  

Nineteen of us also sat on one side of 

the table, leant on our left sides as 

we drank and experienced a 

traditional Passover and meal, 

although at lunchtime rather than in the evening.   

 

While the Passover Lunch was a fun time, it was also thought provoking.  Passover 

remembers the enslavement and persecution of the Hebrews, long before they became 

known as the Jews.  They in turn would take land by violence and have it taken away 

from them by violence in a cycle that can still be seen today. 

As part of the Passover, you pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  That can only come if 

there is peace in the whole of Palestine.  Both sides are entrenched, but peace can only 

come with listening, understanding and acceptance.  That was why we celebrated the 

Passover.  It gave us an insight into a Jewish tradition that we now understand just a 

little more.  We also understand there are many in our village that need to feel listened 

to, understood and accepted.   We want to be a place where that can happen.  A place 

of acceptance and a place of peace.  Shalom! 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Allotment Association wtaacommittee@gmail.com 

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 395000 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 

Electricity Emergency (UK Power Networks) 0800 783 8838 

Environmental Health out of hours  01296 585093 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Hospital ς Amersham 01494 434411 

Hospital ς High Wycombe 01494 526161 

Hospital - Stoke Mandeville  01296 315000 

NHS Direct 111 

Transport for Bucks 01296 395000  

Village Hall, Weston Turville 07470 487617 

Wendover Library 01296 382415 

Weston Turville Combined School 01296 613436 

Weston Turville Parish Council 01296 612838 

Westongrove Surgery Group 01296 320384 

Support Services 

Age UK 0800 169 6565 

Childline 0800 1111 

Citizens Advice 0344 411 1444 

Domestic Violence Hotline 0808 2000 247 

Friends of Wendover (weekdays 1-3pm) 01296 622585 

Mind 0300 123 3393 

Samaritans 116 123 

Antisocial behaviour 
999 - to report a crime in progress 
101 ς to report a crime after the fact 

Dog bins (full or damaged) Parish Council ς 01296 612838 

Environmental Health issues  Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Fly Tipping Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Highways and Rights of Way, incl streetlights 
outside the village 

www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/ 

Housing and Benefits 0300 131 6000 

Litter ς missed bin collections, overflowing 
public litter bins 

Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Park and recreation ground Parish Council ς 01296 612838 

Planning matters, incl enforcement Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858 

Street furniture, eg benches, bins, bus shelters, 
noticeboards, streetlights in the village 

Parish Council ς 01296 612838 

Water leaks Thames Water ς 0800 714 614 
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June 
5th Free Community Event with the WI 10:30am-12:30pm (Village Hall)  
6th  Street Food 6-9pm (Village Hall)  
7th  Repair Cafe 10am-12pm (Village Hall) 
11th  Weston Turville Luncheon Club 12:30 (Chandos Arms)  
12th  Planning & Highways Committee Meeting 7pm  
14th  Aston Clinton Family Festival, 1.30-3pm at Aston Clinton Park  
26th  Wildbelt Event, 7pm ({ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ƴΣ ²ŜƴŘƻǾŜǊ) See p17 for details  
19th  Parish Council Meeting 7pm 
22nd Shop on the Cobbles 10:30-4pm (Market Square Aylesbury) 
25th  Weston Turville Luncheon Club 12:30 (Chandos Arms)  
27th  Weston Turville Historical Society 7pm (Village Hall) 
29th  /ǊŜŀƳ ¢Ŝŀǎ ŀǎ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ о-5pm 
28-29th Pop up shop at Church Farm 
July 
4th Street Food 6-9pm (Village Hall) 
5th   Repair Cafe 10am-12pm (Village Hall) 
5th  Thomas Tank Engine (Bucks Railway Centre)  
9th  Weston Turville Luncheon Club 12:30 (Chandos Arms) 
10th  Planning & Highways Committee Meeting 7pm 
17th  Parish Council Meeting 7pm 
19th  Party in the Park, Stoke Mandeville 12-9pm 
23rd  Weston Turville Luncheon Club 12:30 (Chandos Arms) 
26-27th  Pop up shop at Church Farm 
27th  /ǊŜŀƳ ¢Ŝŀǎ ŀǎ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ о-5pm 

August 
1st Street Food 6-9pm (Village Hall) 
2nd  Repair Cafe 10am-12pm (Village Hall) 
3rd  Open Garden and music at 4 Bridleway, 2.30-5pm 
5th  Free Summer Play Session 9:30-11:30 (Recreation Ground) 
6th Weston Turville Luncheon Club 12:30 (Chandos Arms) 
11th  Little City Role Play Village (Village Hall)  
14th  Planning & Highways Committee Meeting 7pm 
16th  Astonbury Music Festival, 1-11pm at Aston Clinton Park 
20xth Weston Turville Luncheon Club 12:30 (Chandos Arms) 
21st  Free Summer Play Sessions 1.30-3.30pm (Recreation Ground) 
25th  /ǊŜŀƳ ¢Ŝŀǎ ŀǎ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ о-5pm 
30-31st Pop up shop at Church Farm 
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REGULAR EVENTS 

¶ Tuesday afternoons ς Welcoming Spaces at 
the Chandos 

¶ First Wednesday ς /!²¢ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ άtƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
tƭŀƴŜǘέΣ тΦолǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǾŜ .Ŝƭƭǎ 

¶ First Friday ς Street Food at the Village Hall, 
from 6pm 

¶ First Saturday ς Repair Café, 10am-12noon 
at the village hall 

¶ Fourth Sunday ς Weston Turville Wombles 
10am to midday, meet at Village Hall  

 

 


