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Message from the Editor 

 
Hello and welcome to the autumn edition of the Weston Turville Times.  I hope you 
have all enjoyed the summer months, there is still plenty going on to look forward to 
in autumn. 

There is a great mixture of events taking place in the parish over the next few months 
ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  There are adverts 
throughout the magazine and a list of dates for your diary on page 12. 

We have our last two street food events for the year on the first Friday in September 
and October ς we have not been quite so lucky with the weather this year but 
hopefully these two will be dry and warm!  

/ƘǳǊŎƘ CŀǊƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ άCŀŎŜнCŀŎŜέ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
concert in September, please see ad on page 7.  

We have the Eco Family Fun Day community event planned for 12th October and hope 
as many people as possible attend as we need your feedback both on the community 
climate plan (please see the chair's report on pages 4-5) and our neighbourhood plan 
review which is currently taking place for the parish.... 

As you may be aware the new government is promising 1.5m new houses to be built 
over the next 5 years so it is more important than ever that we have a robust 
neighbourhood plan to ensure that development is appropriate, both in location and 
sustainability for the future.  

This will be one of many opportunities for us to find out your views on what is needed 
in the parish, for example footpaths, cycleways, community facilities as well as where 
and what type of development is needed so I do hope to see as many of you there as 
possible.  

I hope you have an enjoyable autumn before the nights draw in ς ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
Christmas carols around the tree at the village hall again! 

 
Cllr Laura Cook, Editor 
          
The Weston Turville Times is a community magazine for the parish of Weston Turville.  It is 
published quarterly by Weston Turville Parish Council and distributed free of charge to every 
house and many businesses in Weston Turville. 

The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial team or the Parish 
Council. We do not endorse any of the suppliers advertising in the magazine. 

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  We 
reserve the right to edit all articles. The deadline for the next issue is 31st October 2024.   
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Parish Council News  

ChairΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

We are delighted to let you know that we now have a 
full complement of parish councillors having been joined recently by Chris Popovici-
Birkby and John Kelly with their enthusiasm and unique areas of expertise. We welcome 
them to the team. You can read more about them in their introductions in this 
magazine. 

We are pleased to confirm that we have now accepted a tender for our outdoor gym 
equipment to be installed on the playing fields behind the village hall this August. It will 
enable more of us to enjoy exercising in the open air. 

You may have noticed the issue with puddles on the path around the rec and the playing 
field. We have plans to improve the drainage there using Section 106 money. 

Dog waste bins have been added to The Paddocks and on the playing field. We have one 
more dog waste bin and three litter bins. If you have suggestions of where they would 
be useful do let us know. 

Litter Pick 

We have our next litter pick on Saturday 28th September from 10am -12noon and it 
would be lovely to see you there if you can make it. We meet at the village hall at 10am 
to collect gloves, high-vis and litter pickers. 

Consultations 

You will see on pages 6 and 8 that the Parish Council is asking for your feedback on two 
issues ς firstly for a Christmas tree or lighting on the green by the War Memorial and 
secondly on turning off street lights between midnight and 5am to enable bats and 
insects to continue their life cycles more successfully. Your feedback will help us make 
decisions that you are happy with. 

Climate and Biodiversity 

We have had bird boxes recently put up around the village to provide nesting sites for a 
variety of birds. We hope wildlife in our area will continue to increase with this and 
other initiatives. 

A battery connected to the solar panels will also be installed in the village hall in August 
enabling us to store and use more of our own solar energy. This is part of the Parish 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƻǳǊ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  

We also have an exciting new initiative for all residents and stakeholders to develop a 
Community Climate Action Plan. We have met with the school headteacher 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9Ŏƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜ ό/!²¢ύ ŀƴŘ 
other local stakeholders such as our farmers, U3A, the WI, residents and local 
businesses, who are all keen to join in.  
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Firstly we are holding an Eco Family Fun Day for the whole community in the Village 
Hall and surrounding sites on 12th October 10am ς 4pmΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǊǘ 
competition, guided nature walks in the school nature reserve and pumpkins can be 
bought from the Church Farm pumpkin field for carving. See the promotion pages in the 
middle of this magazine.  

In the village hall there will be refreshments and stalls and speakers providing 
information on retrofitting with renewable technologies such as air source heat pumps, 
insulation and solar panels to reduce our energy bills.  

We will also have a table for gathering your opinions and visions on how you would like 
our parish to be as we move forward, with a 'Peoples Priorities' sticker chart and a free 
raffle with Eco prizes.  

At this table you can register to take part in workshops on 9th November to draw up a 
Community Climate Action Plan for Weston Turville, collaborating with surrounding 
parishes if we want joint renewable energy projects. We will have experienced 
facilitators and support to access grants to carry out the plans we make, for example 
grants to retrofit our homes.  

The 'Great Collaboration' work with parishes around the country on their Community 
Climate Action plans: https://greatcollaboration.uk/about-us/   

On Saturday October 5th 10:00-12:00 we will have our first Repair café in the Village 
Hall. This will be run by CAWT with the support of the parish council. Do bring your 
broken electrical items, textile mending and bicycles for repair. Also if you have skills in 
any areas of repair,  or friends who do, let us know as we need more repairers! 

Looking forward to seeing you at these events! 

If you would like to meet me to discuss any issues or just say hello I 
would be very happy to do that, please contact me via 
rblackmore@westonturville-pc.gov.uk or 07792 475094.  

Cllr Rachel Blackmore 

 

Parish Council meetings 

All local residents are welcome to attend meetings of the council and its committees to 
observe and at the start of each meeting there is a chance for residents to raise any 
issues with the Council. The list of meeting dates can be found on the website or 
noticeboards. Meetings are currently being held in the Parish Meeting room as the hall 
is providing a temporary base for the Scouts whilst their new accommodation is built. 
Please see our website for agenda details or contact the Clerk.  

Contacting the Parish Council  

Email: clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk Tel: 01296 612838 
Weston Turville Parish Council, Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville HP22 5RW 
Parish councillor contact details can be found on our website or noticeboards  

https://greatcollaboration.uk/about-us/
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Meet your new parish councillors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Cllr Chris Popovici-Birkby 

Having moved into the Weston Turville parish area from London we 
decided to try and do something to become part of the community. 
In the past I have helped my parents when they were parish 
councillors in the North West, I also spent a number of years 
coaching junior Rugby League. I moved South with work and was 
voted on to the Local Residents Association eventually becoming vice 
chair, during this time we negotiated with the local council to agree 
the process and settlement for compulsory purchase of all dwellings 
on the estate. I was also a member of the committee running the 
local allotment which was self-managed. I have now moved into 
Weston Turville and live on one of the new estates on the edge of 
the parish and I am hoping to help residents better engage with the 
community an understand what the council can do to help. 

Cllr John Kelly 

I moved to Weston Turville with my wife four years ago 
having retired from a long career in the international 
pharmaceutical industry.  

I joined the Weston Turville Parish Council so as to 
contribute in any way to the Parish Council's activity as 
well as provide support to my fellow Councillors.  
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Seen by the village for the village 

Above you will find a consultation asking your opinion about placing a Christmas tree on the 
village green for 2024.  I proposed this idea to the Parish Council - {ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Christmas tree was tucked away out of sight from the mainstream of the village, its residents 
and visitors passing through the village.  

At the meeting in July it was agreed to place a consultation in the autumn edition of the 
Weston Turville Times asking for your opinion. 

Can I propose a third option - Being blessed with a beautiful Chestnut tree on the village 
green. I suggest permanently fixing solar lights on this tree, these lights would be low density 
lighting not harmful to wildlife such as bats and night flying birds or even traffic passing by. 
These lights would be switched on at the start of the Christmas season and switched off 
again on the 12th night. With a maintenance plan to check the lights, the solar panel and 
batteries would be removed and stored ready for switch on the following year.  

At Christmas time we all celebrate in our own individual way with many having a Christmas 
tree indoors decorated with our favourite lights as well as our favourite personal decorations 
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including memories of the past. Our Christmas trees are personal things.  We also decorate 
our gardens, trees, hedges to signify the joy it brings to everyone passing by. 

Many towns and cities have permanently fixed lights on trees, just one example is Aylesbury 
market square. The only difference is we would be showing our environment friendly 
credentials and using solar power.  

My request ς could I ask when reading the consultation you consider my third proposal.  You 
might even feel that you have a tree in your road/street or cul-de-sac that would be the 
ideal place to have lights,   

Thank you 
Mr George Lait, Weston Turville Resident 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Bucks Council garden waste service 
I have received many complaints from residents  
that renewing, or applying for a garden waste  
bin is difficult because everything must be on-line  
and for many that causes problems. 
I have been in contact with the waste team at  
Buckinghamshire Council and can report that 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ  
the system for applying has now been amended. 

Buckinghamshire Council have said that it will now be easier to contact them to 
apply for a garden waste bin. They accept that using a computer or website can be 
hard, often confusing and they do not want residents to feel left out or frustrated. 
The Council report that they try to design digital services that are accessible to all, 
and they would never force someone to use their website or deny residents a 
service because they cannot get online. 

I am assured that you can call them and speak to a friendly person who will help 
you. Whether you want to pay for something like your garden waste collection or 
report a problem such as a pothole on your street, they are there to listen and give 
you the assistance you need. 

Buckinghamshire Council want you to receive the right service, the way you want it, 
so please give them a call if online is not right for you. 

If you need help during normal working hours call 0300 131 6000 

Cllr. Mike Collins 
Buckinghamshire Council 

 

 

 

Note ς The Parish Council has made initial enquiries regarding solar lighting for 
the chestnut tree but the responses back so far indicate that solar powered 
Christmas lights are not currently viable due to lack of sun in the winter.   
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Hampden Fields Updates  
Please note all of the updates detailed are subject to planning, and timescales may vary 
depending on this process.  

¶ The first phase of archaeological excavations have now started on site and are due 
to be completed by the end of 2024. 

¶ UK Power Networks are currently on site installing underground cable ducts, so 
that the overhead power lines that currently cross the site can be removed. These 
works are anticipated to be completed by the end of October 2024.  

¶ Works to construct the new A41/ Woodlands roundabout are now expected to 
start in the first quarter of 2025, subject to planning approvals. 

¶ As the implications on the local community are considered, road works planned for 
New Road are not scheduled to take place at the same time as those planned for 
the A41/ Woodlands roundabout.   

¶ The current plan is to make a start on the development of homes by early 2025, 
subject to planning approvals. 

¶ The last design code, Eastern neighbourhood, is anticipated to receive approval in 
August 2024.  

¶ The planning process is ongoing, with 5 reserved matters applications and 5 
detailed planning applications now submitted, with more to follow during the 
second half of 2024. 
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September 

4th   Lunch Club at The Chandos 
6th   Street Food at the Village Hall, 6-9pm 
10th   Parish Council Finance, Governance and Personnel Committee meeting, 7pm 
12th  Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee, 7pm 
14th   Mid Bucks Beekeepers Honey Show, Village Hall 1-3pm 
14th  Face 2 Face Concert, The Old Barn, Church Farm, 7pm 
15th  The Battle of Britain Anniversary Concert at Chiltern View Nursery 
18th  Lunch Club at The Chandos  
19th  Parish Council Meeting 
27th  Historical Society meeting  
28th   Parish Litter pick, 10am at the Village Hall 
28-29th   Pop up Farm Shop and Café, Church Farm 
29th CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜΣ ммŀƳ-3pm 

October 

Weekends Pick-Your-Own Pumpkin Patch, Church Farm 
2nd   Lunch Club at The Chandos  
4th   Street Food at the Village Hall, 6-9pm 
5th   Repair Café at the Village Hall, 10am-12noon 
5th   Chiltern Ploughing Match, Church Farm 
10th  Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee, 7pm 
12th   ECO Family Fun Day, Village Hall 10am-4pm 
16th   Lunch Club at The Chandos  
17th   Parish Council meeting, 7pm 
25th   Historical Society meeting 
27th   CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜΣ ммŀƳ-3pm 
30th   Lunch Club at The Chandos 

November 

2nd   Repair Café at the Village Hall, 10am-12noon  
10th   Remembrance Sunday Service, 10.45am, War Memorial, Worlds End Lane 
12th   Parish Council Finance, Governance and Personnel Committee meeting, 7pm 
13th   Lunch Club at The Chandos  
14th  Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee, 7pm 
21st  Parish Council meeting, 7pm 
23-24th   Pop up Farm Shop and Café, Church Farm 
27th   Lunch Club at The Chandos  
29th   Historical Society meeting 
Date for your diary 
6th December  Christmas Carols at the Village Hall 6pm 

Regular Events 

¶ Tuesday afternoons ς Warm Spaces at the Chandos 

¶ First Wednesday ς /!²¢ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ άtƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴŜǘέΣ тΦолǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǾŜ .Ŝƭƭǎ 
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Farming Matters 

Farmers are always concerned about the weather. There are 
many wise old sayings which relate to the weather, and farming 
folk like to reel them off regularly. As I write, the latest prophesy 
to impact our meteorology is that involving St Swithin: whatever 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ {ǘ {ǿƛǘƘƛƴΩǎ Řŀȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ пл ŘŀȅǎΦ ¦ƴǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
this year, July 15th ǿŀǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŀƳǇΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ȅŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŀƛƴΦ .ǳǘ 
times they are a-changing, so maybe mother nature will defy the wisdom of the ancients 
ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿŀǊƳ ƘŀƭŎȅƻƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΚ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
asked this year what effect the weather has had on the farm, and I shall try to explain it 
here, with particular emphasis on the arable side- growing crops. 

Because of how this country has (or should have) four separate seasons, farms will grow 
ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ άǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇέ όǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴύ ƻǊ ŀ άǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǇέ όǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎύΦ 
Both crops are harvested at around the same time in the summer, so with a winter crop 
having longer to grow, one would usually expect the yield from it to be higher than a 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǇΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ нȄ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΦ {ƻ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎǊƻǿ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
crops? Well, with the longer growing time comes the increased chance of weeds in the 
crop and also disease pressure, typically in the form of mould or fungus on the leaves of 
the plants. In order to keep the plant healthy and to realise the higher yield, we must 
treat the crop with a pesticide, which comes with an economic penalty, and of course 
we now know that we should be trying wherever possible, to cut down on our use of 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎΦ {ƻ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǇ ǘƘŜƴΗΚ !ǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
lower yield is a large factor in this decision, but there is also a greater uncertainty in 
when we will be able to get the seed into the ground. A wet spring means that planting 
is delayed, as the machinery will simply not be able travel over the muddy ground 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇΣ it adds a huge 
amount of risk to the operation.  

This season we aimed to minimise risk, and plant a 
winter crop of wheat to make milling-quality bread 
flour. The rain came in October, and we were only 
able to manage to plant half of the acreage we had 
intended. When this crop began to grow, a large 
proportion of it simply drowned, and the plants which 
did establish were then attacked by the slugs. Anyone 
with an allotment or garden will tell you how bad the 
ǎƭǳƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

fields! And then it carried on raining, and so we were unable to apply the herbicides we 
needed to control the weeds at the right time. All in all, our winter crops have been a bit 
of a disaster this year. We were however, able to find enough dry weather at the end of 
April to plant some good spring wheat.  This has been flowering recently and is looking 
like it should be a good, clean healthy crop. I am looking forward to harvesting it. 
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Pumpkins are our other main crop, and this year we planted 
them at the beginning of May. As the soil temperature was 
low, they got off to a slow start and the slugs continued to be 
a nuisance. Happily, there are still plenty of established 
plants and they are really starting to pick up now. I am 
hopeful that they will soon be flowering and producing some 
good fruit for the pick-your-own patch in October. Do come 
along to see all of our varieties! 

Also in October, the farm will be hosting the annual Chiltern Hills Agricultural 
Association Ploughing Match. There will be tractors of all ages, from vintage to modern, 
miniature to massive, and everyone is welcome to get up close and watch the machines 
in action. 

¢ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
been enjoying the grass growth, and cattle prefer the cooler 
temperatures. Likewise, the sheep have also been enjoying the lush 
ƎǊŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŀƳōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ 
that some of them will be up to weight before the winter, so keep an 
eye out in the farm shop for when the meat becomes available. If 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ōŜŜŦ ƻǊ ƭŀƳō ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
using the details over leaf. 

In fact, if you have any questions about the farm, our practices or how 
ǿŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎΦ 
bƻǿΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƻ LΩƳ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ Ǝo and 
make some hay! 

See page 1н ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ǳǘǳƳƴ. 

Contact us on info@churchfarmbucks.co.uk  
Follow @ChurchFarmBucks on Facebook and Instagram 

 

Weighing the flock Planting the pumpkins 

mailto:info@churchfarmbucks.co.uk
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WESTON TURVILLE  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The 2024/2025 season of monthly talks of the Weston Turville Historical Society 
commences on Friday 27th September 2024 after the summer recess. The last meeting, 
in June, was our AGM and a talk by Adrian Randall on the life of John Mobley who lived 
ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ ¢ǳǊǾƛƭƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǿŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƎŀōƻƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
with his presentation the society published a book of the same name. His story is both 
fascinating and unbelievable and the cost of the book will be £10 per copy. The 
programme for the last 3 months of 2024 is shown below and our chairman, Tony Irvine 
is finalizing the complete programme for 2025. 

At the September meeting we will be renewing subscriptions and welcoming any new 
members for the coming season of meetings. The committee has decided to keep the 
fees unchanged for at least this coming year.  If you wish to renew your membership or 
to join the society the fees are £5 for a family membership and £3 for a single 
membership and the meeting fee of £2 per member and £3 for non-members for the 
coming year. Doors open at 7:30pm and coffee/tea will be available. 

We will welcome back existing members and also any new people that wish to come 
along to the meetings. You do not have to be a member to attend a meeting as all are 
welcome. 

If you have not come to any of our meetings, please come and join us on the last Friday 
of each month in the Village Hall. 

For existing members and non-members, we can recommend that you have a look at 
our website, www.WTHSoc.org.uk. The site contains a great deal of information about 
the history of Weston Turville, copies of old postcards, links to other relevant historical 
sites etc.  

Date for Weston Turville Historical Society Speaker Programme 2024 

Date Speaker Title of Talk 

Sept 27th 2024 Siobhan Clarke Henry VIII and the Art of Kingship 

Oct 25th 2024 Roy Smart Another Icarus or Out of Africa 

Nov 29th 2024 John Benjamin Jewellery & Silver of H G Murphy 
 

The Historical Society has a number of local history books available to purchase. 

Contact  

For further information on the Society, visit www.WTHSoc.org.uk, or email: 
secretary@WTHSoc.org.uk. New members and visitors welcome. 

http://www.wthsoc.org.uk/
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Our School's Nature Reserve: A Community Treasure 
A note from Ms Sue Fitzpatrick, Headteacher at Weston Turville CE School  
LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
throes of autumn. Our children love nothing more than getting outside whatever the 
weather, and we are so fortunate to have a wealth of open spaces on our grounds. 
Visitors often comment how the school is like a Tardis, and we have to agree! At the 
back of our sports field, we have a remarkable 4-ŀŎǊŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ 
wŜǎŜǊǾŜΩ ς ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ŜŜǇ 5ŀǊƪ ²ƻƻŘǎΩΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 
World Book Day adventures. With autumn's arrival, the reserve transforms into a 
vibrant tapestry of colours and activity, offering countless opportunities for discovery 
and learning. This vibrant piece of land, generously funded by the Heart of Bucks, began 
with each child in school planting one tree, and has blossomed into an exceptional 
resource for our students and the surrounding community. The Chiltern Rangers have 
since played a vital role in maintaining the land, collaborating with our students on 
forestry days to teach practical skills and the importance of environmental conservation. 
Their expertise and dedication have been invaluable in helping us create and sustain the 
space.  
Our nature reserve serves as a dynamic outdoor classroom, offering students hands-on 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ǌǳƴ ǿƛƭŘ 
with themed days, den building, arts and crafts, orienteering, discovering minibeasts and 
their habitats, exploring environmental sustainability; our teachers have integrated the 
natural surroundings into our curriculum, making learning both engaging and immersive. 
You might find a teacher or two having a peaceful moment in there too at lunchtime!   
As part of our green initiative, developed by our proactive School Council, we are 
committed to fostering a strong connection between our school and the local 
community. We are keen to extend the use of our nature reserve to community groups 
and organizations. Whether it's for educational workshops, recreational activities, or 
community events, we welcome everyone to share this space. 
We believe that the nature reserve can serve as a communal hub, promoting 
environmental awareness and appreciation among all age groups. We encourage local 
community members to reach out and explore opportunities for collaboration. Whether 
you are interested in organising an event, leading a group activity, or simply want to 
learn more about our initiatives, we are always open to new ideas.  
Our nature reserve is a testament to what can be achieved through community support 
and a shared vision for a greener future. We invite you to join us in making the most of 
this wonderful resource, enriching both our children's education and the well-being of 
our community. 
For more information, please contact us through the school's main office.  
From all of us here at Weston Turville CE School, we wish you a splendid autumn.  
Sue Fitzpatrick 
Head Teacher, Weston Turville CE School  
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ñJOB DONE 

GARDENINGò 

From the first grass cut to 

continued garden maintenance 

(weekly, fortnightly, monthly or 

ad hoc basis). 

We are a team of ladies who will 

transform your garden in no time 

and will continue to call as 

regularly as you want us to 

LET US DO THE HARD WORK 

AND LEAVE YOU TO DO THE 

POTTERING! 

PLEASE CALL ALISON 

PROBETS ON  07754 207258  
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What is the u3a all about?  

The aim of the u3a (= University of the 3rd Age) is to encourage groups of people in their 
third age to come together and continue their enjoyment of learning in subjects of 
interest to them. The 'third age' is defined by a time in your life when you have the 
opportunity to undertake learning for its own sake. There is no minimum age, but a 
focus is on people who are no longer in full-time employment or raising a family.   

LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ŜƴǾƛǎŀƎŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜŜǊǎ 
learning from each other. Each u3a is to be self-funded, with members not working 
towards qualifications but learning purely for pleasure. There is therefore no distinction 
between the learners and the teachers ς everyone can take a turn at being both if they 
wish. 

How long has the u3a been going? 

¢ƘŜ ¦Y ǳоŀ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ор ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎΣ ŀ ǳоŀ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ мΣллл ǳоŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ пллΣллл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
whole of the UK. So we in Weston Turville are certainly not on our own! Our branch was 
founded 13 years ago. 

How many members does Weston Turville u3a have? 

We have well over 400 members who come from all round the local area, not just from 
the village itself. 

What about the groups you have? 

We have over 40 groups today which all meet regularly, covering a wide range of 
interests ranging from bird watching to bridge, from petanque to poetry reading, from 
science and technology to scrabble, from table tennis to theatre visits, from walking to 
wine appreciation ς and much else in between. Most groups meet either monthly or 
weekly. 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
(usually with tea and biscuits!) to the trips involving 50-60 members. By becoming 
involved with a particular group you will begin to make new friendships. There is no limit 
on the number of groups to which you can belong. 

Do you have a monthly meeting? 

Yes ς all members are invited to this. We hold a monthly meeting on the fourth 
Thursday afternoon of every month except December at the Rugby Club, Brook End, 
Weston Turville at 2.30pm. We usually have a guest speaker, and an opportunity to 
catch up with friends, but from time to time we organise a purely social meeting with no 
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speaker, such as a lunchtime buffet. There are also tables where Group Leaders promote 
their activities and trips which you may wish to join, and we also provide free 
refreshments during the afternoon. 

What does it cost? 

Yearly membership (which runs from 1 April) is £17. This includes a £4.00 membership 
fee paid to our national organisation, the Third Age Trust, which provides a wide range 
of services and benefits, including liability insurance cover and a magazine, Third Age 
Matters, published five times each year.  

So why should I join?   

Lots of reasons! Locally:   

In a group you can 

ω Meet people with similar interests 
ω Have the opportunity to form closer friendships 
ω Find out more about a particular subject 
ω Share your knowledge. 

At the monthly meeting you have the opportunity to: 

ω Meet friends old and new 
ω Find out what is happening with groups, events and trips 
ω Listen to different and often amusing speakers on a variety of subjects 
ω Sign up for trips and outings 
ω Socialise over a cup of free tea or coffee 

As well as all that you will receive a monthly newsletter which will keep you up to date 
with all that is going on within our own U3A. 

More generally - You will have access to the u3a National website.  

This is a valuable resource where can be found all manner of interesting things such as 
information leaflets, advice sheets, discussion papers, access to regional workshops and 
seminars, details of conferences and summer schools, shared learning programmes, on-
line courses, a resource centre, 24 hour legal advice and exclusive events and offers. 

How can I find out more? 

There is lots of information about us and our activities on our website: 
www.wtu3a.org.uk Here you will find our monthly newsletter, more information about 
various groups, notices about forthcoming events and much else. 

If I want to join, what should I do? 

Have a good look at the website and then contact the Membership Secretary, Mike 
Munday, by email at membership@wtu3a.org.uk or by using the contact details given. 

I do hope you will want to join us and I look forward to meeting you! 

Simon Evers 
Chairman, Weston Turville u3a 
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P. KERNAN 

TREE SURGERY 

 
All aspects of tree work undertaken. 

Hedges maintained. Fully qualified-Fully insured. 

Local authority approved: Free estimates. 

Firewood for sale. 

Tel: 01296 330501 Direct: 07763 073663 

94 Tring Road, Wendover, HP22 6NX 

www.pkernantreesurgeons.com 

patrick.kernan1@gmail.com 

mailto:patrick.kernan1@gmail.com

