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Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 18th June 2020 via Zoom.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Conolly, D Hillier, M Jarvis, Q Morgan, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell, M Watson
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
	
	20.66 
	APOLOGIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
None, all councillors were present.
	

	20.67 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	20.68 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
None present.
	

	20.69 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
a) Cllr Conolly said that he had given apologies for the previous meeting but these had not been minuted.  The minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2020 were agreed with this amendment and duly signed by the Chairman.
b) The actions list was reviewed and completed actions noted. 
· Village Sign – Bucks Council had confirmed that planning permission would be required for this, the sign company would supply the design plans for this.
·  Quotes for anchor and power for Christmas tree would be sourced for July meeting.
	

	20.70 
	COUNCILLOR VACANCY
a) Helen Backus resigned from the parish council in April.  The vacancy was advertised in accordance with the regulations and there had been no requests for an election so the vacancy was then advertised for co-option.
b) An application to be co-opted had been received and it was unanimously AGREED to co-opt Mr Mark Baylis to the Council.  Cllr Baylis then duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance and joined the meeting.
	

	20.71 
	ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2019-20
1. The year end bank reconciliation was reviewed and accepted.
1. Internal audit report – the report of the internal auditor was noted and the recommendations therein considered:
· The Clerk’s contract had been updated to include the village hall administration in her job description.
· A solicitor had reviewed the trust documentation and confirmed that the Council owned the freehold of the hall and that he was willing to quote for the legal work required to either update the governance document for the hall or to terminate the lease and close the charity.  The Clerk was asked to draw up options for future governance of the hall for consideration at a future meeting.
· All matters relating to the hall would be considered at trustee meetings unless it related to a purchase being funded by the Parish Council.
1. Annual Governance Statement
The Clerk reported that the internal auditor had inspected the accounts and signed the section of the Annual Return relating to internal audit. 
The Council reviewed and agreed the Governance Statements in the Annual Return which was signed by the Chairman.
1. Accounting Statement 
There being no questions or comments, the Accounting Statement was agreed and signed by the Chairman.  The Annual Return would now be submitted to the External Auditors and the notice of electors rights displayed.
1. It was noted that the dates for public inspection of the accounts would be 29th June – 7th August 2020.
	

	20.72 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The list of payments for April, May and June was AGREED.  
b) Safeguarding Policy – it was unanimously AGREED that the replacement lead councillor for safeguarding matters would be Cllr Trowell.  
	

	20.73 
	SCHEME OF DELEGATION
a) The list of decisions taken by the Clerk under delegated authority was noted and is appended to these minutes as Appendix 2.
b) The delegated authority agreed at the meeting in March was reviewed and it was agreed that due to changes to social distancing and restrictions that it remain in place and reviewed at each Parish Council meeting in order to allow the Council to react to changes in legislation in a timely manner.
Responding to planning applications would continue to be delegated to the Clerk, in consultation with members of the planning committee.
	

	20.74 
	INSURANCE POLICY
The rebuild valuation report from the surveyor was noted and it was AGREED to increase the insurance cover accordingly.  The Clerk reminded councillors that the three year insurance deal ended this year and that a full review of the level of cover would need to take place before a new policy entered into.  
	

Clerk

	20.75 
	STREETLIGHT TESTING
The streetlights were due to be test for electrical and structural integrity and the Clerk had requested quotes.  Only two had been received as one company had declined to quote and the fourth had furloughed its staff and were not able to quote before the meeting, although they were still interested in quoting.  After discussion it was AGREED that the quote from Sparkx be accepted.
	

Clerk

	20.76 

	RECREATION GROUND
a) The play area had been closed from 23rd March under government instruction and remained closed.  The annual ROSPA inspection had taken placed during this period and the report was noted.  The Clerk had been in contact with Creative play who would be sending an engineer to site as soon as possible to replace the rotten timber on the climbing frame, re-tension the cable and adjust the seat on the zip wire and carry out other minor maintenance, this work was covered under warranty and there would no charge.  Whilst on site they would inspect the splits in the wood to ensure that none of the joints were compromised and if any replacements were needed they would then quote for this.
Quotes would be sought for the repairs required to the tennis court and fencing.
b) The trees in the recreation ground had been inspected and the report was noted.  The Clerk had requested 3 quotes for this work identified but one 2 quotes received.  After discussion it was AGREED to accept the quote from Pat Kernan and to request the work be carried out urgently.  One of the larger trees had been identified as failing and the arborist had recommended either felling it or putting a fence around it, it was agreed to look at options to fence this off rather than cut it down.
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	20.77 
	FOOTBALL
Cllrs Jarvis, Paterson and Watson had reviewed the options for renting out the pitches and proposed that the Parish Council rent one pitch to AC Colts and the other to Stoke Mandeville Football Club for the entire season.  It would be the club’s responsibility to provide goals and white lining for their own pitch.  They would be asked to liaise to ensure that matches were not played at the same time where possible to avoid parking issues.
The fees were AGREED as £900 for the junior team and £1800 for the senior team who would also need use of the changing rooms.
The ASB issues around the container were discussed and it was AGREED that the container could remain in situ provided it was properly secured so that people could not get into it and that it be painted with anti-climb paint, work to be carried out by 31st August.
The hall caretaker had indicated he was willing to clean the changing rooms weekly and estimated it would take two hours, to be paid at his usual hourly rate.  This was AGREED.
	




Clerk

	20.78 
	SKATEPARK, MUGA AND PETANQUE
The Chairman reported that he had spoken to another parish council who had overcome a similar objection from Sport England for their MUGA, he was in the process of putting together documentation to submit to the Planning Authority and Sport England.
It was agreed that if this was not successful, the application would be withdrawn and a new application submitted with an alternative field layout.
	

MJ/ Clerk

	20.79 
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
Bucks Council had sent out correspondence regarding changes to the way planning applications could be called into Committee rather than determined under officer’s delegated authority.  Parish Councils were no longer able to request that these be called in but now had to request that their Unitary Councillor call it in.
	 

	20.80 

	CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence received was discussed and the following actions agreed:
· Clerk to speak to planning enforcement regarding the illuminated signs at 18 Middle Field.
· The MVAS would be moved to New Road to establish extent of speeding, this data would be reviewed at the next Parish Council meeting before agreeing any further action.
· Traffic calming for Main Street – it was noted that this was dependant on Hampden Fields and agreed to contact the planning authority and consortium for an update and timescale for this application.   
· Noise from skip lorries travelling through the village – Clerk was asked to write to the company to ask what they could do to alleviate this. 
· Chiltern View Nursery – a number of complaints about this site had been received and referred on to the planning enforcement officer, the Clerk was asked to get an update on the temporary stop notice.
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	20.81 

	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Clerk report reported that:
1. VE 75 Grant  - it had been confirmed that the Council could use the £50 grant for  VJ celebration if government guidance permitted this by August.
2. Railings – the railings around the car park and in School Approach had now been painted black.
3. Hall break in – Thames Valley Police had made an arrest in connection with the break in and case would go to court this month.
4. Use of Hall car park – Oxford Vaccine Trial Group had requested to use the hall car park to carry out covid19 vaccine trials, these would take place in their ambulance but they did require use of toilets for their staff.  This had been agreed in principle but they would need to provide proof of their insurance and risk assessment.  It was agreed to offer use of the referee changing room rather than access to the hall.
5. School Gate – the school had reopened for some years after half term and were using the new gate between the playground and the hall in order to help with social distancing at pick up/drop off times.
6. Hall – Community Impact Bucks had sent through guidance regarding reopening of village halls and the Clerk would go through this to ensure the hall was in compliance and ready to open when permitted.
	




	20.82 

	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
 Cllr Simons reported on the social prescriber that works at Westongrove, they are available with advice and help for those in need.  Widow Turpin charity has also asked that any residents in need are referred to them for a small grant.
Cllr Watson reported that the bin by the reservoir layby was still regularly overflowing and that it be an agenda item to consider a larger bin for that area.
Cllr Paterson asked if there was any information or guidance for celebrating VJ Day in August, the Clerk would make enquiries.
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	20.83 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on 16th July, the Clerk to confirm nearer the date if it would be in person or held virtually.  If it was possible to meet in person then the meeting would take place in the hall rather than the parish meeting room.
There would be a meeting of the Council in its capacity as sole trustee of the Village Hall charity on Thursday 25th June at 7pm, to be held via Zoom.
	




Signed:								Date: 					






Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	19.53
	Resilience Plan 
	MS/JP/Clerk
	In progress

	19.98
	Place order for bollards
	Clerk
	On hold

	19.167
	Hampden Hall adult gym consultation
	HB / clerk
	

	19.194
	Consultation for new dog waste bins
	Clerk
	On hold due to covid19

	19.213
	Arrange works permit for power installation, get quotes for Christmas tree anchor (April 2020)
	Clerk
	Partially done

	20.31
	Investigate options to secure CCTV system
	Clerk
	

	20.32
	Pentanque planning application
	Clerk
	

	20.35
	Quote for new sign for Wendover Road
	Clerk
	

	20.59
	Contact local business re vehicles blocking pedestrian path
	MJ
	

	20.74
	Amend insurance cover
	Clerk
	

	20.75
	Arrange for streetlight testing
	Clerk
	

	20.76
	Quotes for repairs to tennis court and fencing
	Clerk
	

	20.76
	Investigate options for fencing around the tree
	Clerk
	

	20.77
	Arrange contracts for football pitch use
	Clerk
	

	20.78
	Documentation to support MUGA application
	MJ/Clerk
	

	20.80
	Correspondence actions
	Clerk
	

	20.82
	Look into alternative bins for layby
	Clerk
	

	20.82
	Look into VJ Day 75 commemorations
	Clerk
	




Appendix 2 - List of decisions taken under authority delegated to the Clerk on 19th March 2020:

	Date
	Decision
	Discussed with

	24/03/20
	Park and tennis court gates locked following government guidelines
	MJ / MS

	24/03/20
	Agreed to provide support to the local community effort to help those self isolating / in quarantine.   Parish Council to keep list of volunteers
	MJ / MS

	31/03/20
	Following notice by lengthsman that he was self isolating, arranged with Bucks Council for them to include the bins by the reservoir and shops on their rota for emptying.
	

	23/04/20
	Wrote letter of support to Bucks Council regarding improvements to bus services
	all PCllrs via email

	23/04/20
	WTT Summer Edition, AGREED:
continue with printed version, using volunteers to distribute as usual volunteers not available
no charge for advertising in this edition to support local businesses strugging during CV-1
	WTT Committee members

	01/05/20
	Referred on to planning enforcement complaints from local residents regarding 
· advertising boards placed on the lorry trailers beside the nursery at Chiltern View
· change in operating hours and illuminated signs for the takeaway at 18 Middlefield
	

	05/05/20
	Following resignation of Cllr Helen Backus, vacancy notices posted to Bucks Council and on noticeboards and PC’s website.
	MJ / MS

	14/05/20
	Tennis courts reopened following government guidance that some sports could resume.  Gate fixed in the open position and guidance poster put up.
	MJ / MS

	15/05/205
	Ordered supplies of hand sanitiser and dispensers for the village hall, office and changing rooms
	MJ / MS

	19/05/20
	Received tree inspection report – requested quotes for identified work
	

	05/06/20
	ROSPA Inspection Report – carried out routine maintenance with Cllr Simons and referred other work to Creative Play for a quote
	MJ/ MS

	02/06/20
	Approved restart of boot camp and football training, in accordance with government guidelines of groups of 6 only following social distancing rules
	MJ/MS


List of responses to planning application consultations made in consultation with the Planning Committee 
	Reference
	Address
	Application for
	PC Response

	20/00851/APP
	14 Bates Lane
	Single storey front side and rear extensions and new dormers and rooflight amendment of 19/00267/APP
	No objection

	20/00979/APP
	140 Wendover Road
	Single storey rear/side extension
	No objection

	20/00954/APP
20/01089/ALB
	Manor House, Church Lane
	Construction of double car port on white pillars
	No objection

	20/01047/APP
	6 West End
	Demolition of brick shed and reduce length of garage
	No objection

	20/01084/APP
	24 Main Street
	Single storey front/side extension, two storey rear extension and loft conversion.
	No objection

	20/01175/APP
	6 Walton Place
	Single storey rear infill extension, 2nd storey rear extension and loft conversion
	No objection

	20/01200/APP
	47 Bates Lane 
	Single storey front, rear and side extension
	No objection

	20/01696/APP
	13 Watermill Way
	Single storey rear extension, first floor side extension and garage conversion (amendment to approval 19/00982/APP)
	No objection

	20/01655/APP
	131 Aston Clinton Rd
	Erection of outbuilding
	No objection
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