[image: wtpc621]		 Clerk: Mrs Sarah Copley
Email: clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01296 612838




Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 18th March 2021 via Zoom.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Baylis, M Conolly, D Hillier, M Jarvis, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell and M Watson
One member of public.
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
	
	21.47 
	APOLOGIES 
No apologies had been received.
	

	21.48 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	21.49 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
The member of public present said that the Council’s website had a “not secure” message.  The Clerk would contact the hosting company.
	

	21.50 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 18th February 2021 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  
	

	21.51 
	ELECTIONS
Elections for parish and unitary councillors were due to be held on 6th May.  The Clerk had circulated nomination papers to all councillors, the deadline for them to be hand delivered to Bucks Council was 8th April.  Cllr Hillier said he would not be standing for election in May and the Chairman expressed the Council’s regret and thanked Cllr Hillier for his service over the last ten years.
	

	21.52 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The list of payments totalling £11,616.48 was AGREED. 
b) Bank reconciliation and Finance Report - it was noted that there was an underspend on the budget for 2020-21 as some events did not take place and some projects not progressed due to coronavirus.
c) Asset Register – the Council’s asset register was reviewed and AGREED.
d) Risk Assessment – the Council’s risk assessment was reviewed and agreed.
e) 2019-20 Accounts – As required by the audit process the Council confirmed that the dates of the Exercise of Electors Rights for 2019-20 had been 29th June to 7th August 2020 and the notice displayed on the Council’s website and noticeboards during this period.  It was agreed that the Chairman sign the correspondence confirming this.
	

	21.53 
	TRANSFER OF LAND AND AMENITIES TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
a) Street lights at Cala Homes
Cala had provided the street light design and confirmation of the commuted sum for each streetlight.  It was unanimously AGREED to adopt the lights once the development was complete.

b) Land and LEAP, The Paddocks
· Despite previous assurances, Careys had now confirmed the extent of the land to be handed over to the Parish Council was the play area and the land to the north side of the development only.  They would be retaining the southern buffer zone for future development applications.  It was agreed to confirm acceptance of the LEAP and amenity land with the commuted sum and to express the wish to maintain the green space around the LEAP to ensure a uniform approach to maintenance.
· The grass cutting quotes were considered but it was noted that these were for the entire area as the Clerk had only received notification of the reduced land after quotes were requested.  After consideration it was agreed to accept the quote from JW Mowing Services to maintain this land and the Clerk would get the price updated to reflect the reduced area.
	

Clerk








Clerk


	21.54 

	RECREATION GROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
The tender arrangements for the changes to the children’s play area and provision of Petanque court and pathways were discussed and the draft documentation provided was agreed with one amendment to the pathways tender.  Following a request from the school it was agreed to provide an area of hardstanding to enable parents to watch children in the park and wait for older children to come out of school.
The Clerk would advertise the tenders in accordance with the legal requirements.
	



Clerk

	21.55 
	COMMUNITY FIBRE
The correspondence from 5G confirming that Weston Turville did not qualify for the DCMS funding was noted.  The Clerk would let all those who had expressed interest in the project know.
	
Clerk

	21.56 
	MEMORIAL TO FALLEN PLANE
The Clerk had submitted an application to Bucks Council to establish whether or not planning permission would be required for the memorial, the decision had not yet been received.  It was agreed that the Clerk should submit the full planning application as soon as possible if one was required.
Cllr Watson reported that he had been in contact with relatives of the pilot who were very pleased to hear of the project and would like to attend the unveiling.  It was agreed that the target date for the memorial be installed and unveiled be the weekend of March 5/6 2022 as the anniversary of the crash was 7th March.
	

	21.57 
	CLIMATE ACTION
· The Council considered the quotes and funding options suggested by Bucks Community Energy.  After discussion it was AGREED that the preferred option was for the Parish Council to purchase and own the panels rather than lease the roof to Bucks Community Energy.  It was agreed that these would be funded by s106 if that was possible and if not, from the Council’s reserves.
It was further agreed to install two electric vehicle charging points in the hall car park and that the Council would receive the income generated by this.
· Other carbon reducing projects were discussed and it was agreed to investigate the possibility of ground source heating for the village hall.
	

Clerk




MS/ Clerk

	21.58 
	RECREATION GROUND AND SCHOOL APPROACH
a) There were no issues to report with play equipment.  
b) A request had been received from a street food company to set up in the hall car park, they would need access to the hall for toilets and electricity.  They were suggesting June for the first event.  The Clerk was asked to establish whether there were any licensing requirement from Environment Health and also speak to Haddenham as the events had been run there in the past.  Cllr Simons agreed to contact the street food organiser with regard to requirements to ensure all litter was picked up, use of the hall toilets would be monitored and their responsibility and parking arrangements.
c) Grass cutting – the quotes received to cut the grass were considered and it was agreed to accept the quote from GoldLeaf.
d) Playing field maintenance – it was agreed to get the boundary hedges cut back in autumn, the Clerk would obtain quotes for the work.
	

	21.59 
	ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS
a) Report from lead members Cllr Terry and Cllr Paterson:
Cllr Terry reported that 100 hyacinth bulbs had been planted around the village hall car park and that the primroses on order would be planted as soon as received.  The millennium signs had become very faded but the Historical Society would be refurbishing these noticeboards this year.
Cllr Paterson reported on the excellent work carried out by the Aylesbury Wombles in collecting the litter in Marroway. 
Bucks Council were running a pilot of wildflower verges and had invited parishes to get involved.  The Clerk would contact them to express the Council’s interest in the verge opposite the reservoir being planted.
b) Tree planting – it was AGREED to fund a replacement silver birch tree for Brookside with a budget of £200 plus planting costs.  The Clerk reminded the Council that it had previously agreed to replace the tree in Wendover Road and it was agreed that both be done at the same time.  
c) Bulb and planting budget for 2021-22 – it was agreed to set a budget of £250 for bulbs and plants.
d) Dog waste contract – the contract for 2021-22 was reviewed and the Clerk would sign and return it.
e) Litter picks – responses to the request in the WT Times for volunteer litter pickers had been received.  It was agreed to set a budget of £500 to purchase 25 sets of litter pickers, bag hoops and high viz jackets.  The Clerk would order these items in order for volunteers to start as soon as possible.
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	21.60 
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
a) The draft minutes of the meeting held on 11th March were noted.
b) Street Names, Cala Homes, Aston Clinton Road – it was unanimously agreed to put forward old field names in the location of this development as street names – Clayfield, Bodge Piece and Morlands with Top or Bottom Meadow as a reserve if the any of the first three could not be used.
c) It was noted that the Hampden Fields planning application (16/00424/AOP) had been delegated to officers for approval subject to completion of the legal agreements. It was agreed to write to the Chair of the Strategic Committee to ask who had proposed and approved the use of s106 funds for the Aquavale, SM stadium and the theatre.
d) Appeals had been submitted for the following applications:
· 20/03152/APP Village Gate, Aylesbury Road – appeal against refusal for 7 new dwellings
· 19/03792/ACL Land to north west Plough Orchards – appeal against non determination of application for use of land for storage of builders waste, materials and equipment
The Council had previously objected to both applications and these would be forwarded to the inspector, it was therefore agreed to make no further comment.
	




MJ / Clerk




	21.61 
	PARISH CHARTER
The correspondence and suggested response from AVALC was discussed and it was agreed that the AVALC charter was preferable to the one proposed by Bucks Council but that it could be refined further.  Cllr Conolly agreed to assist in the response.
	
MC / Clerk

	21.62 
	CORRESPONDENCE
The invitation to attend a planning engagement meeting hosted by Bucks Council was considered and it was AGREED that Cllr Jarvis would attend this meeting to represent the Parish Council.
The Clerk reported that she had received copious emails from parish councils along the HS2 route expressing dissatisfaction with engagement and works, it was agreed these would not be circulated further but any councillor wishing to see them could request a copy.
	

	21.63 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Clerk’s report was noted and is appended to these minutes.
	

	21.64 
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OF NEXT AGENDA
It was noted that the Oxford to Cambridge expressway project had been cancelled.
Bucks Council had announced Rural Mobility Funding for buses and Weston Turville had been included as one of the villages benefitting from this.
Cllr Simons reminded councillors that the Easter bunny hunt would be held over Easter in the village, Hampden Hall and Westongrove.
	

	21.65 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· Planning Committee – 8th April
· Annual Parish Meeting – 15th April
· Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 20th May
	

	21.66 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
It was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
	

	21.67 
	LEASE OF LAND
The solicitor has received the draft lease and search results and had provided his report very shortly before the start of the meeting.  It was agreed that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk would meet with the solicitor to go through the lease in order for identify any alterations required so that the lease was ready for Council to sign off at its next meeting.
	




Signed:								Date: 		15th April 2021 	





Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	20.105d
	Clerk to make changes to telecoms contracts
	Clerk
	In progress

	21.53
	Confirm adoption of street lights
	Clerk
	

	21.54
	Advertise tenders
	Clerk
	

	21.55
	Email all interested re community fibre
	Clerk
	

	21.57
	Investigate use of s106 for solar and ground source energy
	Clerk
	

	21.57 
	Research ground source heating for hall
	MS / Clerk
	

	21.58
	Contact street food organiser
	MS
	

	21.58
	Establish if any licences required for street food sellers
	Clerk
	

	21.59a
	Contact TFB regarding wildflower beds
	Clerk
	

	21.59b
	Source suitable trees for verges and arrange permits for planting
	Clerk
	

	21.59d
	Sign and return dog waste contract
	Clerk
	

	21.59e
	Purchase litter picking resources
	Clerk
	

	21.60
	Write to Strategic Planning Committee re use of s106 from Hampden Fields
	MJ / Clerk
	

	21.61
	Respond re Parish Charter
	MC / Clerk
	

	21.67
	Arrange meeting with solicitor
	Clerk
	





Appendix 2 – Payments list
	24/02/2021
	Bucks Council
	Planning application fee - recreation ground
	Chq 49
	£115.50
	
	£115.50

	16/03/2021
	EON
	Street light electricity
	DD
	£226.85
	£45.37
	£272.22

	16/03/2021
	Bucks Council
	Pre application advice fee - plane memorial
	Chq 50
	£78.00
	
	£78.00

	18/03/2021
	WT Village Hall
	Cross charge gas, electric, telephone
	electronic
	£985.07
	
	£985.07

	08/03/2021
	JW Mowing Services
	Replant xmas tree and install noticeboard
	electronic
	£165.00
	
	£165.00

	18/03/2021
	BALC
	Clerk training course fees
	electronic
	£60.00
	
	£60.00

	18/03/2021
	E Sharp Electrical
	Fit shield to light (agreed min ref 20.150)
	electronic
	£101.00
	£20.20
	£1,647.23

	
	
	Replacement lights (2) for hall car park
	electronic
	£790.00
	£158.00
	

	
	
	Repairs to lights Bakers Walk, Church Ln
	electronic
	£66.69
	£13.34
	

	
	
	Replacement light Brook End
	electronic
	£415.00
	£83.00
	

	18/03/2021
	Buxton Press
	Print spring issue WTT
	electronic
	£723.45
	
	£723.45

	18/03/2021
	AC Colts FC
	Refund 50% pitch hire fee
	electronic
	£450.00
	
	£450.00

	18/03/2021
	Cllr M Simons
	Cost claim - plants for verges and easter eggs for parish events
	electronic
	£253.64
	£28.33
	£281.97

	18/03/2021
	Chemex
	Black sacks
	electronic
	£43.00
	£8.60
	£51.60

	18/03/2021
	Sparkx
	Remedial works to lights following testing
	electronic
	£2,250.00
	£450.00
	£2,700.00

	18/03/2021
	Action Heating
	Service hall boilers and kitchen boiler
	electronic
	£245.00
	£49.00
	£294.00

	18/03/2021
	Cloudy IT
	Monthly licence fee
	electronic
	£62.45
	£12.49
	£158.94

	18/03/2021
	
	Domain renewal
	
	£70.00
	£14.00
	

	18/03/2021
	R Haines
	Village tidying February
	electronic
	£130.00
	
	£130.00

	18/03/2021
	Clerk
	Salary March
	electronic
	£1,738.66
	
	£2,267.32

	18/03/2021
	
	Cost Claim - see below
	
	£450.68
	£77.98
	

	18/03/2021
	Bucks CC - Pension
	Pension contribution March
	electronic
	£623.86
	
	£623.86

	18/03/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE & NI March
	electronic
	£612.32
	
	£612.32

	 
	 
	 
	TOTAL 
	£10,656.17
	£960.31
	£11,616.48



Appendix 3 – Clerks Report

Below are updates on issues that are ongoing where no decision or minimal expenditure is required. The purpose of this document is to keep councillors and the public up to date on various matters.
2020-21 Audit 
The internal audit will be carried out on 21st April.
Litter Pick, Marroway
The Aylesbury Wombles carried out a litter pick in Marroway which resulted 91 bags of rubbish collected along with various flytipped items – a new record for the Aylesbury Wombles.  The litter pick was very well attended with 50 volunteers turning out.
Grass cutting 
Aylesbury Town Council have started cutting grass verges, village done last week.  A resident’s fence in Walton Place was damaged by one of the mowers but ATC have been out to see the resident and sorting out the repair.
Sport at the Recreation Ground 
· Local football is permitted to start again later this month and will continue into June in an effort to finish the season.
· Tennis courts can reopen as of 29th March
Litter / Dog bins 
Bucks Council have confirmed that dog bins will be installed later this month.
Speedwatch
A resident of Weston Turville has volunteered for helping with speedwatch.  TVP have not yet approved speedwatch to restart and this has been explained to him.
Dog mess and off lead dogs in Manor Farm field
A member of public contacted the PC to complain about a dog walking business letting dogs out from their property direct into the Manor Farm field with dogs off lead and not picking up dog waste.  They have been advised to contact Environmental Health who are responsible for licensing dog walking/boarding businesses.
Transport for Bucks Conference
Key points from the presentation:
· Bucks Council have provided additional budget for 2021-22 to TFB for drainage maintenance
· Gullies on A and B roads are usually cleaned annually, other roads are done every 3 years.  Due to the additional funding all gullies will be cleaned in 2021-22.  Parishes asked for a schedule of when areas are to be cleaned and TFB will arrange for this.  PCs can then help publicise this to ensure cars are not parked over gullies when the teams are working in their road.
· Out of Hours Emergency number – 01296 486630
· Issues should be reported using Fix My Street where possible
· Issues with flooding this year were exacerbated by the exceptionally heavy rainfall which meant the water table was very high.  The gullies feed into soakaways, catchpits, ditches or natural water courses.  The high water table meant that these were already full and therefore nowhere for the water to go causing the flooding issues seen.
· TFB are responsible for the enforcement of clearing ditches and the Local Area Technicians will be liaising with landowners with regard to their responsibilities to keep ditches clear. 
· Trees on the highway are surveyed every three years and any remedial works necessary are carried out the following financial year.  TFB are currently running a programme to replace some trees that have had to be cut down.
· Bucks Council are working with NEP to improve biodiversity and will be planting some verges with wildflowers, they have new equipment to mow these verges that will put up cuttings (at the moment these are all left on verges but wildflowers do not thrive in these conditions).  At the conference Parish Councils were invited to get involved and identify verges for planting.
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