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Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 20th February 2020 at the Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Conolly, D Hillier, M Jarvis, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell, M Watson
Two members of public attending for the Open Forum.
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
	
	20.24 
	APOLOGIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
No apologies had been received, Cllrs Backus and Morgan were absent.
	

	20.25 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	20.26 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
A local resident attended on behalf of the Allotment Association and explained that the association was 100 years old in 2020 and that they would like to plant a tree to commemorate this, they suggested that it be planted in the village hall car park where two had recently been cut down.  The Parish Council were interested in the proposal which would be put on the agenda for the next meeting in March.
A resident attended to discuss the wildflower planting to take place in spring, she would forward details and costings to the Clerk for consideration at the next meeting.  Cllr Terry had the necessary permit paperwork which needed to be submitted to Transport for Bucks.
	

	20.27 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
a) The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and duly signed by the Chairman.
b) The actions list was reviewed and completed actions noted. 
· Cllr Conolly said that he had collected the bus route evidence and would provide a report for the next meeting.  
· Cllr Jarvis would fit the noise monitoring equipment before the barn dance due to be held early March.
	

	20.28 
	FINANCES
a) The list of payments tables totalling £32,790 was AGREED.
b) The finance report and bank reconciliation were noted.  The overspend in the budget line for School Approach was noted, this was due to the area where a tree once stood being filled in and tarmacked.
	

	20.29 
	POLICIES
It was unanimously AGREED to adopt the draft LGPS Discretion Policy as circulated.
	

	20.30 

	RECREATION GROUND
a) Weekly inspections were ongoing, no issues found with the equipment.   The building contractors would improve the gate as it would now remain in its new position. The ground on the playing field was very wet following the recent bad weather and football matches had been cancelled due to pitch conditions.
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Railings – the contractor whose quote had been accepted to install the railings was no longer in a position to carry out the work.  The next preferred quote from was JW Mowing Services at £70 per panel.  It was AGREED to accept this quote and that the work be carried out over two weekends to avoid clashing with school traffic.
c) Trees 
· A neighbouring resident had reported that one of the Council’s trees had lost a bough during the storms and brought down one of their fence panels, he had also raised concerns about the size and condition of the tree.  The tree had been inspected by an arborist during the summer and his report stated the tree was in good condition and required no remedial works.  It was agreed by a vote of 5 in favour and 3 opposed, that the Council would reimburse the £60 cost of the replacement panel.
· One tree in the playing field had some storm damage, Clerk was asked to get a quote to inspect it.
d) A request has been received from “Out and About”, a charity who have a team of volunteers who provide a mini bus service to residential care homes.  They had asked permission to park the mini bus in the hall car park when the mini bus was not in use.  It was AGREED to permit this on a trial period of 6 months, making it clear it was at their own risk.
	





	20.31 
	VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION
a) The extension was almost complete, the office and meeting room now in use and changing rooms due to be completed the following week.  The earth needed to settle around the path to the changing rooms and would need to be seeded in early spring.  
Final variations to the contract included privacy screens for the showers at £1600 and a gas meter at £600.  The Chairman and Clerk had met with the contractors the previous day and expressed dissatisfaction in the amount of variations and they had agreed to review this and report back.  It was therefore agreed not to accept any further variations until this review had been carried out.
There had been a break in at the hall in early hours of 14th February, this had been reported to the police.  Three doors were damaged during the break-in and, as they are all doors installed by Oxford Direct Services who had not yet formally handed over the works, they were dealing with the repairs.  CCTV footage and a statement have been provided to the police.  As the intruder had tampered with the CCTV, the Clerk was asked to look into other options to keep it secure.
b) A quote of £1,048 had been received to install new locks with security keys on the new doors, it was unanimously AGREED to accept this quote.
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	20.32 
	PROJECTS
a) Skate Park, MUGA and Petanque
Sport England had objected to the planning application for the skate park and MUGA due to infringement into and loss of space for pitch sports.  The Planning Officer has spoken to Sport England who are adamant that any new facilities do not encroach into the pitch space, he had agreed to speak to Environmental Health and Leisure services to get their advice on alternative locations.  
It was AGREED that the Chairman would speak to Sport England to try to move the application forward.
b) Village Sign – Cllr Terry had a put together a draft design for the village sign which was unanimously AGREED and quotes would now be requested to produce the artwork and sign.
c) Petanque – Cllr Conolly and the Clerk had met with representatives of the U3A and discussed potential locations for the petanque court, a planning application would now need to be submitted.
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	20.33 
	EVENTS
a) Parish Litter Pick, 18th April at 10am
This event had been advertised in WT Times and would go on the local Facebook page, website and notice boards nearer the time.  The Clerk was asked to enquire about taking the rubbish collected to the waste and recycling centre as charges had been introduced since the last litter pick.
b) Annual Parish Meeting, 23rd April 
Cllr Terry agreed to organise refreshments for the APM and a budget of £150 was AGREED for this.  It was agreed to invite representatives from Thames Valley Police, the new Womens Institute, Lindengate, the allotment association as well as the new MP for the area and district and county councillors. 
c) VE Day 75, 8th May
All arrangements were progressing, the chapel had been booked and the church volunteers had agreed to provide tea and cakes.  A bugler had been booked to play the Last Post, his fee would be £120.  Cllr Jarvis and the Clerk would source the sparkling wine and soft drinks for the national toast.  An application had been submitted to Bucks CC for the road closure.  AVDC had announced £150 grants for VE75 celebrations and the Clerk had submitted an application on behalf of the Council.
d) Village Fete, 20th June
Cllr Simons had started to take bookings for the stalls and would keep the Council updated on progress.
	

	20.34 
	FOOTBALL
Arrangements for the hire of the pitches for 2020-21 football season were discussed and it was agreed that Cllrs Jarvis, Paterson and Watson would meet with the three teams who had expressed interest.  The Clerk advised that the Council would need to register for VAT if allowing teams to book single matches in line with tax legislation.
	

	20.35 
	ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Terry reported that the verge at the junction of Worlds End Lane and Church Lane had recently been dug up for utilities works and not reinstated, the Clerk would report to Transport for Bucks.
Cllr Paterson said that he had been approached by local residents who were concerned about the condition of the footpath along Marroway, it was very overgrown and breaking up in places.  The Clerk would report to Transport for Bucks and also contact County Cllr Chapple to request his assistance.
b) Bucks CC were consulting on an application to re-route footpath 11.  After discussion it was AGREED to object to the application as the footpath was popular and well used, it was further agreed to support the comments made by The Chiltern Society that maintaining the footpath would give the public the opportunity to enjoy the new specimen trees the owner intended to plant.
c) The Clerk updated on issues previously logged with Transport for Bucks:
· Flooding in Main Street and junction of Church Lane / Barley Close – the Local Area Technician (LAT) had confirmed that he is aware but there is no budget remaining for this year for drain clearance so there would be no action taken until after April.
· Damaged sign at the junction of Worlds End Lane / Marroway / Main Street – the order for this repair is in the system and repair would be carried out in due course but no estimated date.  
· Weston Turville sign for Wendover Road – the order is again in the system and will be carried out at some point.  It was AGREED to investigate the possibility of the Parish Council replacing this sign and being reimbursed by Bucks CC.
· White lining in New Road – the LAT had said that additional funding had been made available for white lining and that he had put forward New Road as one of the areas in need.
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	20.36 
	VILLAGE HALL
a) Topsy Turvy Preschool would be closing on 3rd April, they were the largest hirer of the hall and this would result in approx. £11k per annum reduction in rents.  This would have an impact on the hall’s finances and the Council considered what support it could provide.
It was agreed, subject to advice from the auditor, that the Council would fully fund the clerk’s post, including the time spent on hall bookings which was currently paid by the hall charity.
The hall would be advertised more widely locally, recent enquirers for weekday hires would be approached to advise them the hall will be available after Easter.
b) CCTV – the quote from UK Security Group was considered and it was AGREED to purchase one additional camera and re-site an existing one.  It was further AGREED to purchase the screen for the new office, subject to first enquiring whether a lower spec TV would be suitable.  
c) Signage – It was AGREED to accept the quote for the signs from SignWizzard.  The wording and colour was discussed and agreed as white background with black writing and to include the Council’s logo.
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	20.37 
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
a) The minutes of the planning committee meeting held in February were noted.  A local resident had written to the Council asking if its objection to application 18/02495/APP could be made stronger.  The Council considered this request and the objection but AGREED not to make any amendments. 
	 

	20.38 

	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received was noted.  
It was AGREED that the Council would not be comment on the draft Ivinghoe Freight Strategy at this time.
	

	20.39 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by a local resident who asked if the Council would be organising an opportunity for residents to speak to prospective candidates standing for the new unitary council.  It was AGREED this suggestion would not be taken any further.
	

	20.40 

	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Cllr Hillier gave a verbal update of the recent ARLA Liaison meeting, minutes would be circulated once received. 
	




	20.41 
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be on Thursday 19th March 2020 at 7pm.
	

	20.42 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
It was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
	

	20.43 
	LEASE OF LAND
The Diocese of Oxford had contacted the Parish Council with regard to leasing it land in the village owned by the Diocese.  The Council AGREED that the land be leased and used to provide a Community Orchard.  The Clerk would seek legal advice and further information.
	




Signed:								Date: 		19th March 2020	




Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	19.53
	Resilience Plan 
	MS/JP/Clerk
	In progress

	19.98
	Place order for bollards
	Clerk
	On hold

	19.167
	Hampden Hall adult gym consultation
	HB / clerk
	

	19.172
	Connect noise monitor to the mains
	MJ
	

	19.194
	Consultation for new dog waste bins
	Clerk
	On hold until new financial year

	19.213
	Arrange works permit for power installation, get quotes for Christmas tree anchor (April 2020)
	Clerk
	

	20.30
	Arrange installation of railings
	Clerk
	

	20.30
	Write to resident re tree damage to fence panel
	Clerk
	

	20.30
	Quote for inspection of tree in playing field
	Clerk
	

	20.31
	Investigate options to secure CCTV system
	Clerk
	

	20.31
	Arrange installation of new locks
	Clerk
	

	20.32
	Contact Sport England re planning application
	MJ
	

	20.32
	Obtain quotes for design and production of village sign
	Clerk
	

	20.32
	Pentanque planning application
	Clerk
	

	20.33
	Refreshments for annual parish meeting
	CT
	

	20.33
	Invitations to annual parish meeting
	Clerk
	

	20.34
	Arrange meeting with football teams (MJ, JP, MW)
	Clerk
	

	20.35
	Report issues to Transport for Bucks
	Clerk
	

	20.35
	Contact County Cllr Chapple re Marroway footpath
	Clerk
	

	20.35
	Response to consultation to divert footpath 
	Clerk
	

	20.35
	Quote for new sign for Wendover Road
	Clerk
	

	20.36
	Request advice from auditor re employment costs
	Clerk
	

	20.36
	Arrange new CCTV camera installation
	Clerk
	

	20.36
	Place order for signs around hall
	Clerk
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