THE WESTON TURVILLE TIMES
Spring 2021

Photo Credit: James Paterson

The Community Magazine for the Parish
of Weston Turville
Published by Weston Turville Parish Council

2

Weston Turville Times Spring 2021

Message from the Editor
I thought I would give you a break from my ramblings so this edition has several
articles written by local residents, I hope you enjoy them and feel encouraged to
submit something yourself!
We have concentrated this edition on transportation: be it Shanks’s pony or aircraft:
something a lot of us miss, our personal airshow in the garden. I have great pictures
of aircraft, particularly Vulcans, flying so close over the house I could see the colour of
the pilots eyes (at least that’s what I tell everyone!). The red arrows often fly over on
their way back from ‘The Palace’ and Jim managed to capture the front cover picture
on their last visit. We have a history with airplanes with RAF Halton being the flying
school during the first world war, and we have included stories about two planes
which never left the village having crashed locally.
During this past year a lot of us have taken to exploring our local area on foot as part
of our daily exercise routine. As a regular dog walker, I have appreciated seeing ‘non
dog owning’ people enjoying the countryside as I do and meeting new faces on my
walks. To assist you, we have reprinted the official footpaths map and tried to give
you a choice of walks for you to explore, COVID rules permitting. We ask that you
remember to follow the countryside code and shut gates, don’t feed any animals
(except ducks!), keep your dogs under control and stay on the footpaths. Let us all
enjoy this shared space.
Contributions to the magazine are welcomed subject to space and the Editor’s decision on
suitability. The copy deadline for the Summer issue is 30th April 2021.
We reserve the right to edit all articles.
The Weston Turville Times is a community magazine for the parish of Weston Turville. It is published
quarterly and distributed free of charge to every house and many businesses in Weston Turville. Past
editions can be found on the Parish Council website - www.westonturville-pc.gov.uk.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial team or the Parish Council. We
do not endorse any of the suppliers advertising in the magazine.
Published by
Weston Turville Parish Council
Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville
HP22 5RW
Tel: 01296 612838
clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
Printed by
Buxton Press, Palace Road, Buxton SK17 6AE
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Editor
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Advertising
Michael Foote
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Advertising rates for one year:
Whole Page
£250
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£125
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£65

3

Weston Turville Coronavirus Support
Are you in quarantine or self-isolating and unable to
arrange delivery of essential items?
If so, please contact someone you know and trust in the
first instance to help you.
If they are not available to help you, then please contact
Mandi Simons on 01296 613958 and help will be
arranged though one of our volunteers.
To avoid this service becoming overwhelmed please use
us as a last resort not the first port of call.
Please give as much notice as possible.
If you are in immediate danger call 999
If you require medical assistance call 111
Supported by Weston Turville Parish Council

Buckinghamshire Council has a comprehensive directory of other
help available online - https://directory.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Normally in this spring issue would be advertising the annual village fete and dog
show, but alas, as with the Chelsea Flower Show and Glastonbury, we cannot
hold it as we had intended. However, we want to hold a community event for
everyone to join in with, to celebrate the release from lockdown (fingers crossed
it hasn’t changed since writing this!).
So we are going to try and have a Picnic in the Park on Saturday 19 th June in the
afternoon; COVID and weather permitting. There will be some food and alcohol
available and traditional kids games to participate in. Wear flat shoes….you may
be taking part in the adults and children three legged race.
Bring the whole family and enjoy a picnic with family and friends.
If anyone wants to come along and tell people about your local business or craft
sales then contact Mandi Simons via the Parish Council webpage.
Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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“JOB DONE
GARDENING”
From the first grass cut to
continued garden maintenance
(weekly, fortnightly, monthly or
ad hoc basis).
We are a team of ladies who will
transform your garden in no time
and will continue to call as
regularly as you want us to
LET US DO THE HARD WORK
AND LEAVE YOU TO DO THE
POTTERING!
PLEASE CALL ALISON
PROBETS ON 07754 207258
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Visit Lindengate as Part of Your
Regular Exercise Routine
It is important that you look after yourself during these challenging times,
from getting enough sleep, keeping stress levels down, eating well and
exercising outside.
•

Lindengate are open Mondays 9am–12pm, Tuesdays, Fridays,
Saturdays 1pm–3pm for free drop-ins, giving you time and space to
“be” in a calm, safe environment, whilst relaxing in beautiful natural
surroundings.

•

Regular exercise has been proven to fight fatigue and boost energy
levels, so wrap up warm and visit Lindengate, where you will be able
to take time for yourself in our 5 acre therapeutic gardens and wildlife
haven.

•

Why not bring someone from your household or support bubble, or
meet a friend safely for your daily exercise, which can improve your
mental wellbeing.

•

Whether you are a key worker, or home schooling, we have space for
you to bring supervised children and quiet areas for those seeking
peace and a safe space.

•

We have plenty of sheltered areas dotted about our 5 acre site and
being amongst nature boosts your health and wellbeing

Lindengate is a well known mental health charity, near Wendover. Whilst we
are currently unable to keep all our services open, our free drop-in Rest and
Reflect sessions, which have been running since June 2020 and welcomed
over 1,500 people, are open to anyone who may be struggling with their
wellbeing, or just want a safe space to enjoy nature.
Take a look at our website for full details and other ways that you can look
after your wellbeing. www.lindengate.org.uk
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The JoAnn Latus
School of Dance

❖ Established 24 years
❖ Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz
dance
❖ For all ages from 3 years upward
❖ Regular examinations & shows.
❖ Fully qualified teachers.
❖ Local classes held in Weston
Turville, Aston Clinton and
Stoke Mandeville
www.jolatusdance.co.uk
01462 769 665 or 07800 518 654

St Mary's Church

We were very pleased to be asked to take part
in the village "Walking Advent Calendar"
event. Our allocated day was 24th December.
We managed to find enough Christmas lights
left in the shops to decorate areas of the
church and churchyard over the Christmas
period and, due to the success of this, we
extended it over the New Year period.
In spite of cold and wet weather there were
many visitors and we received well over 200
enthusiastic comments on social media as well
as in person. This was a great success for the
church in making people aware that we are
still there, in spite of being closed to visitors
for now, and that the extension is under way.
I thank and congratulate the organisers of this
event to cheer us all up in what was a very
strange Christmas and New Year. I hope this
will now become an annual event. We are
already planning for a bigger and better show
next year.
Roger Fellows, Churchwarden
Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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MAKE A CHANGE
BECOME A COUNCILLOR
Do you care about Weston Turville?
Do you want to do something positive for your community?
Can you think, listen and act locally?
WHAT DO LOCAL COUNCILS DO?
Your local council has overall responsibility for the wellbeing of your local
community. Their work falls into three main categories:
• Delivery of services;
• Improve quality of life for residents;
• Give communities a democratic voice.
BECOMING A LOCAL COUNCILLOR
As a local councillor you can become a voice for your community and make real
change. Councillors are community leaders and represent the interests of the
communities they serve. Local councillors have three main responsibilities:
• Decision-making;
• Monitoring;
• Getting involved locally.
GETTING ELECTED
To stand for election to a local council you must be:
• a UK or Commonwealth citizen; or be a citizen of the Republic of Ireland; or
be a citizen of another Member State of the European Union;
• at least 18 years old;
• an elector of the local council; or in the past 12 months lived or worked in
Weston Turville parish (as your principal or only place of work); or live within
three miles of the local council boundary.
To find out more information please speak to the Clerk
or one of your current parish councillors.
www.westonturville-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council elections are currently due to take place in May 2021.
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Parish Council News
At the time of writing the country is in the midst of lockdown but the vaccine rollout
appears to be on target and we hope that life will soon be back to some sort of
normality. The Weston Turville Coronavirus Support volunteers are still active and if you
need any help please contact them (details on page 4).
Elections
Local elections are due to take place in May this year, if you are interested in becoming a
parish councillor please contact the Clerk or one of your current councillors for further
information. Candidate nomination forms will be available from Buckinghamshire
Council in March.
Village Fete
After much deliberation and with great sadness it has been decided to cancel the village
fete this year. It takes a lot of organisation which would usually have started by now but
due to the uncertainty caused by the pandemic it was felt it would be irresponsible to go
ahead. If restrictions allow, we hope to hold a family fun day on the recreation ground
on 19th June which can be organised at shorter notice. See advert on page 7.
Precept
The Parish Council have considered the budget requirements for 2021-22 and are
pleased to say that the increase to the precept has been kept to 2%. The precept is
collected via your Council Tax and the Parish Council’s proportion for a Band D property
for the forthcoming year will be £58.40 – or £1.12 per week. The precept is used to fund
the majority of the work the parish council does, including, but not limited to:
•
•
•

maintenance of the village hall, recreation ground, playground, tennis courts
street furniture (eg streetlights, seats, noticeboards)
services devolved by Bucks Council, such as grass verge cutting.

Climate Action
The Parish Council is working on reducing its carbon footprint and the first project will be
to install solar panels at the village hall. It is hoped this will be completed in 2021. Please
see the website for ideas on how to reduce your carbon footprint.

Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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Community Orchard
The Parish Council is in discussions with a local landowner to lease an area of unused
land in order to plant a community orchard, the costs of clearing the land and planting
the trees will be met from Section 106 funds which are paid by developers and not the
precept. It is hoped that the community orchard will become somewhere for people to
come together to cultivate and enjoy free fruit from planted trees as well as being a
haven for wildlife.
Volunteers needed!
A suggestion has been received that the Parish Council set up a group of volunteers who
will help look after the parish by litter picking (particularly just before the verges are due
to be cut) and reporting issues that need attention such as overhanging hedges. If you
are interested in joining such a group, please contact the Parish Clerk (details at the end
of this article). Litter pickers, high viz jackets and black sacks will be provided.
Grass verges in the Parish
The Parish Council was approached by a local resident asking that some of the grass
verges and green areas around the parish are left to grow rather than cut monthly, in
order to encourage grasses and wildflowers to grow.
In the last issue of the WT Times we asked for your feedback, suggestions and ideas of
which areas of the parish could be left to grow. As expected, although the response rate
was low, this proved a very divisive topic with some in favour and others adamantly
opposed, asking for verges to be cut more often.
The Parish Council have considered the responses and agreed that verges without a
footpath (eg one side of Worlds End Lane) will be left to grow wild, being cut in April and
September. Monthly cuts will continue of verges at junctions for road safety reasons
and verges alongside pedestrian paths to allow people to pass each other safely in line
with the 2m social distancing rules. Keeping grass short will also help with litter picking.
Parish Council Meetings
Parish Council meetings are currently being held electronically via Zoom. You are all
welcome to log in and take part or just listen to local democracy in action. Look at the
website for agenda and log in details or contact the Clerk.

Weston Turville Parish Council
 Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville HP22 5RW
Telephone: 01296 612838 or 07909 485369
 Email: clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
www.westonturville-pc.gov.uk
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G O’CALLAGHAN
TREE CARE LTD
07767 795883
01296 613529
gocalltreecare@gmail.com
gocalltreecare.com
- Tree Pruning / Re-shaping / Felling
- Dead Wooding
- Stump Removal
- Hedge Maintenance
- Planting
- Tree Preservation
- Supply of Mulch & Woodchip
- Seasoned Logs
- All work performed to British Standard

P. KERNAN
TREE SURGERY

All aspects of tree work undertaken.
Hedges maintained. Fully qualified-Fully insured.
Local authority approved: Free estimates.
Firewood for sale.

Tel: 01296 330501 Direct: 07763 073663
94 Tring Road, Wendover, HP22 6NX
www.pkernantreesurgeons.com
patrick.kernan1@gmail.com
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WESTON TURVILLE VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity 268961

www.wturvillehall.weebly.com

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Spacious main hall with disabled facilities
Sound system (with hearing loop)
Pull-down projector screen
Separate meeting room also doubles as a catering/bar area
Kitchen with cooker and microwave
Car Park with easy access

For availability click on the ‘Calendar’ page on our website or call on 07909 485369

Weston Turville Pre-School
(based in Weston Turville CE School)

Weston Turville Pre-School opened in September 2020 and provides
educational play in a stimulating and nurturing environment.
We currently have spaces for entry in September 2021 for 3 and 4 year olds
(children with dates of birth between 01/09/17 and 31/08/18).
Please email office@westonturville.bucks.sch.uk or contact the school office
on 01296 613436 for more information.
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Should we go for a walk?
Or as someone said to me walking with sole to Soul
How many times in the past year have we said should we go for a walk? With or without
our pet dogs we have walked the lovely streets, pathways and bridleways around the
village, this pandemic has given as all the opportunity to pause and appreciate village
life. Meeting people by sight (maybe not by name) has been great. We enjoy the
diversity of people passing the time of day which has been a breath of fresh air (see
what I did there) very often turning our planned one hours walk around the village into
two.
Rain or shine we stroll around the village.
Our favourite walk in dry weather - starting at Church lane, through the church follow
the pathways to the canal, through the wood to the reservoir then back to the village via
the allotments. (Spending a few minutes at the canal and the reservoir watching the
wildlife)
With our wet weather walk being- around the village starting at Barley close, Church
lane, Brookside to Brook end then home via Walton court. This walk is 3.18 km or for
the old school like me nearly 2 miles. (Stopping on route to say hello to the donkeys,
goats, sheep and chickens)
We must never forget what is going on around us all or indeed the world but we need to
stay positive looking after ourselves and appreciating the village and what it offers –
Fresh air, less pollution, wonderful peace and quiet with wonderful walks. Selfdistancing become the norm, with at first everyone being apologetic, with someone
moving over to self-distance. However, the verges are taking a battering due to the
social distancing but the spring/summer months will soon repair the damage as the
grass grows. The village has certainly become a friendlier place.
Sadly village life has changed with pubs not open and activities at the village hall all
postponed with outdoor activities limited with walking around the village becoming the
social hub of the village life. We all need to be optimistic, with spring just around the
corner, flower beds waking from the long winter months displaying spring flowers and
the short days now drawing out.

Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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I have to mention how inspired we are by the generosity of people leaving free books,
children’s toys and other household items outside their houses for us all to share, with a
special mention to the food charity boxes in the village.
We are all custodians of the village of Weston Turville, recording how we got through
the pandemic is important in its history. I would be interested in your take on how it has
changed your life, especially your walks, meeting people, hobbies and community spirit
hoping we can document and record our experiences. I would particularly be interested
in all ages of the community from school age upwards. Please use this magazine to
make contact.
George (Barley close)
(Please send any contact via the Parish Council – clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk)

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?
Walking in Buckinghamshire www.walkinginengland.co.uk/bucks is the
website for you! With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it
also has books of walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the
county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a
group all the information is there in one place.
John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is difficult to find.
Walking in Buckinghamshire (part of the Walking in England suite of websites – one for
each county in England) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walking
from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for
pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
John Harris email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Footpaths and Rights of Way
At the time of writing the country is in the midst of
Lockdown 3 and once again we are limited to what we
can do and where we can go. We are very fortunate in
Weston Turville to be surrounded by countryside with
wonderful walks. The following pages show the the
rights of way within our parish, you might find some
lovely new walks. Please be aware that some routes
are very wet and muddy at this time of year so
appropriate footwear is a must!
Footpath 3 which goes from the village (West
End) to Bedgove joins up with the Aylesbury Ring
walk which will form part of the new “Aylesbury
Gardenway”, a circular route around Aylesbury.
Aylesbury Garden Town are currently asking for
feedback and suggestions from local residents on
what they would like to see in the Gardenway.
The full 22mile route has been broken down into eight Nature and Heritage
Walks and maps and information produced for each walking route – please visit
www.aylesburygardenway.co to download the maps and find further
information about how you can influence the
new gardenway.
If you discover any issues with the path when
walking, eg path blocked by overgrowth, fallen
tree or broken stile etc, please report these to
the Rights of Way team at Buckinghamshire
Council on 01296 395000.
Enjoy our beautiful countryside but please be respectful of it and those who
work there.
• Keep dogs under control and away from livestock
• Do not feed horses and ponies without permission from their owner
• Stay on the footpath/right of way to minimise damage to crops/fields
Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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Pedal Pusher
The red bike arrivedOutgrown by cousin,
Freshly painted by granddad.
It was love at first sight.
That affair‘s first young flush
Has never diminished.
Although today’s wary onlookers
Show signs it should finish.
Aghast consternation, when I decide
To shake cobwebs off and go for a ride.
For this elderly primate away on a spin
They regard as some sort of suicide mission.
Buttocks up high and head down low,
I’m confident of where I should go.
The sign that I wear is not for me
I’ m not the one who is scared, you see.
So if you see me about the town
And notice traffic is slowing down.
They’re trying to read my upper portion
Which says ‘Wide load, please pass with caution!’
Susan Conolly

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2020
Weston Turville District
As the RBL Poppy Appeal organizer's for Weston Turville we
would like to thank all who contributed and helped us during
the appeal. Considering we were unable to collect house to
house and only able to have six collecting pots out against our
usual sixteen with all your generosity we still managed to collect £1,135.00.
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Thank you all - Barry and Jacky Keen P.A.O. For Weston Turville
Weston Turville Times Spring 2021

Improvements to Recreation Ground
The Parish Council has been working hard to put Section 106 funds to good use for the
benefit of both our younger residents and also for those not so young. After many,
many months of working with the local planning authority we believe we have now
found a way forward and you will see the proposed new layout below.
We have plans now in place to build our skate park and also a MUGA (Multi Use Games
Area). We also plan to install a permeable surface walkway around the fields for walking
/ running along with a Pentanque court. So that we can fit all of this into the space in a
cohesive way, we will be moving some of the existing children’s play area and
developing with residents a wild flower Area for everyone to enjoy throughout the year.
All of this will be incorporated on the main field behind the village hall. The currently
underused cricket square will be in the middle of this so we will move this on to the far
field between the 2 existing football pitches so that cricket can be played in a safe area.
We will keep you updated on the progress of the works with notices at the village hall
and also our web site. We hope you will all enjoy these new facilities.
If anyone has any ideas on any other recreation equipment we could provide for the
Parish please let the clerk know so that we can include this in future plans.

Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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Fatal Aircraft Crashes in Weston Turville No.1
10th August 1940
Early last year a village resident sent us an e-mail mentioning an article he had read about
a Miles Magister crash in the village during 1940. We were aware of a fatal crash that had
occurred on 7th March 1943 involving a Hawker Typhoon but had no previous knowledge
of this particular incident.
We referred the query to a member of the RAF Museum at Halton but whilst his initial
search turned up a couple of Magister crashes around that time he could find no reference
to one in our village. Some days later, after further searches, the Museum discovered that
the Station Flight at Halton had a Magister as part of it's Flight and that a sortie was carried
out as part of a Station Defence Exercise. This led to the National Archives at Kew where
it is listed as Air 81/2564 piloted by Sqn. Ldr. Walker.
A couple of days later our investigator discovered a number of postings on the RAF website
almost 18 years ago and one of these came from the Stornoway Historical Society, the
area of the Isle of Harris where Sqn. Ldr. Walker's family hail from. Contacting the Society
brought an almost immediate response with an attachment from their records. It
contained a brief biography of the pilot and his family history. The section referring to the
crash reads: “Sqn. Ldr. Ian Henry Douglas Walker's death was registered at Aylesbury and
the certificate states that the cause of death was 'shock following upon multiple injuries
caused by the aeroplane which the deceased was flying crashing into the ground … but
there is no evidence to show what caused the aeroplane to crash” The location of death
is given as Longhill Field, Weston Turville. Ian was 27 when he died and was interred at
Halton (St Michael) Churchyard, Bucks (WG) 330073.” Apparently there were no witnesses
to the crash and it's
cause remains unknown.

A Miles Magister of the type flown by Sqn. Ldr. Walker

The Miles Magister was a two seat, open cockpit basic trainer. Because of it's low wing
monoplane characteristics and split trailing edge flaps it reproduced the handling qualities
of the Spitfire and the Hurricane in a safe manner . It was, therefore, used to train many
of the pilots who subsequently flew these aircraft.
24
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The full account of this research and information regarding the Hawker Typhoon crash can
be found on our website at www.wthsoc.org.uk. We would be interested to hear from
anybody that may have any further information about this or any other incident.

Fatal Aircraft Crashes in Weston Turville No.2
Hawker Typhoon 7th March 1943

The Hawker Typhoon has been described as one of World War II's forgotten aircraft. It had
a relatively short service life having first flown on 24th February 1940 and entering service
on 11th September the same year, finally retiring in October 1945. It's most successful role
was as a low-altitude interceptor and long range fighter. It ultimately became one of the
Second World War's most successful ground-attack aircraft.
We have a number of recorded accounts of a crash of one of these aircraft in the village
in 1943. John Lawton, the then Headmaster of the village school, wrote in his diary at the
time:
“I heard a crash above the noise of the wireless, but did not take any notice until Mary,
who was outside sitting in the sun, came running in to say that there had been a crash in
Barley Close. When I got there the plane was in a thousand pieces & many of them were
blazing and giving off volumes of black smoke. The pilot's brains were scattered about the
field & old Moss had covered the poor remains with his jacket – a kindly action. The plane
was a Typhoon – our latest fighter & the pilot lopped off the top of an elm tree in Tom
Gadsden's meadow, and dropped a great piece of wood through his cow shed roof, just
missing his head as he was milking. The plane then crashed out of control into Munger's
kitchen garden, cut two feet off his wall, bounced into the air again, hit a tree by the side
of the moat (setting it on fire) & finally ended up near the far side of the field, the pilot,
God rest his soul, being flung clear & lying 50 yards away from the tail & fuselage.”
Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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Other accounts of the incident can be found in 'Memories of a Weston Turville Boy' written
by Mick Dubberley and published by the Historical Society. The book is available by
applying to treasurer@wthsoc.org.uk.
The account given above is taken from 'Much More than the Village Schoolmaster …
excerpts from John Lawton's personal Diaries 1939 – 1945' Unfortunately, this book is no
longer in print but the society has a copy which can be loaned, for a small fee, on
application to the Treasurer.

David Smith, who lives in the village, has provided the sketch above of the probable final
flight path of the Typhoon. It seems from all accounts that Sgt. Theodore Narishkin, the
Polish pilot, heroically brought the aircraft down without any serious damage to property
or loss of life, other than his own. Quite a feat, particularly for someone so young. He was
only 20 years old. It would be nice to think that we in the village could find a way of
recording this event. Perhaps with a plaque close to the War Memorial.
Tony Irvine, Chair, Weston Turville Historical Society.

Water Supply
There have been some short term water supply issues recently in various areas due
to water leaks. To be prepared for any possible future interruption to water supply
we would urge vulnerable residents to sign up to their ‘Priority Services Register’
this gives access to a range of free support including bottled water delivery if
needed.
Go to www.anglianwater.co.uk/help-and-advice/water-care/priority-services/
or call 03457 919 155 to discuss any specific concerns.
In Thames Water Supply Priority Services Register is:
Website: https://www.thames-psr.org/ Telephone: 0800 009 36 52
26
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Spring and Lent 2021
I am one of those who looks forward to Spring. I’m writing this
at the end of January on a day which has had wet snow, been
overcast and grey. I long for the sunshine.
As the season brightens the Churches’ Calendar takes a sort of
downward dip, (well sort of), but a positive and life giving dip. The season of Lent looks
towards the events of Good Friday and Easter Day, death and resurrection. It is a time of
preparation for Easter. Lent starts on Ash Wednesday (Wednesday, 17 February, this
year) and we would, usually, be holding a Service in the church in which people would
be marked in ash, with the sign of the cross (which is why it’s called Ash Wednesday). I
do not have any idea as to what we will be able or permitted to do on that day, in the
Church.
Can I suggest we all pause, please. Could we all mark the beginning of Lent with some
mark of repentance and the pattern of the season. We might want to pause and pray a
little longer than usual, or just stop and remind ourselves that wherever we are and
however we are, we are in the presence of Almighty God. Enjoy the moment.
I know some of us will give things up during Lent, some give up chocolate, some stay off
the alcohol or other treats. Might I suggest any savings we might make from our
abstinence we give to the church or to a charity? Otherwise it might just be an act of
self denial and fasting but I (and its person) like to hope others will benefit in some way
from our disciplines.
The threat from the Covid-19 virus is still real and a cause of much anxiety. Please keep
safe and well. I know it is hard not to meet up with family and friends, I know it is
difficult not to gather in the church to celebrate the Eucharist together. I know some of
us will be grieving and that funerals will not be as we imagined. I know we are fed up! I
do not know when things will improve. I suspect we’ll emerge gradually over time but I
hope we do not go back to ‘normal’. I hope that during this time we stand before
Almighty God we take stock of our lives. I pray we will emerge into a better world in
which people care for each other, near and far away, a world in which we humans take
better care of the environment.
Fr. David.
Email: d.wales512@btinternet.com Telephone: 01296 613212
The Rev’d Susan: Email: susan.sefellows@btinternet.com Telephone: 01296 424982
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St Mary's Weston Turville Improving Facilities Team, SWIFT
Looking back at my article in the December issue of Weston Turville Times I am amazed
by how the situation has changed. Everything that I mentioned then is now complete,
except the funding. The timber frame of the building gives a very good idea of the shape
and size, the roof is now on and weatherproofed with its final surface. The centuries-old
framework of the south porch, which was in dreadful condition, has been reconstructed
and strengthened with new oak sections but the historic timbers retained. By the time
you actually read this the internal walls of the building and the window frames should
be in place.
There have been delays, as in any major development, some caused by weather and
some by the unknown elements of archaeology and of the condition of the porch and
other areas which could not be assessed until the demolition revealed its ancient
secrets. A further delay was caused by a subcontractor being forced to isolate due to
coronavirus, a sign of the times. Unfortunately, delays cost money, especially when the
contractor is unable to work and heavy, hired plant is standing idle. This has cost at least
£6,000 over budget.
Unfortunately, the planning officer has also cost us an estimated £7,000 by insisting on
the exterior being oak, rather than the Douglas fir which we planned for. Our architect,
quantity surveyor and the contractor all agree the there is no appreciable difference in
appearance, stability or expected life of the two timbers but we have no choice other
than to comply with the decision.
Progress is still being made and the completion date is hoped to be by Easter, not that
we will be able to make full use of the building until the effects of the virus have
receded. However, we will be happy to receive any enquiries about future use of the
building by groups or individuals.
Our funding shortage is now over £25,000 and we have been unable to hold any
fundraising events in 2020 or for at least the first 6 months of 2021.You have all been so
supportive of these events in the past and I know you have enjoyed them as well as
helping our funds. If you are able to make a donation in lieu of what you may have spent
at our Fun Day and various sales it would help to make up for what we have lost and for
the additional costs we have suffered.
For information about SWIFT or any other ways in which you can contribute, eg by
donation, standing order, gift aid, loan or through your will, please contact Roger
Fellows.
On behalf of the SWIFT team and, indeed, the PCC and all at St Mary's Church, I hope
you are reading this while in good health and managing to lead a near-normal life in
these extraordinary times.
Contact for all of the above: Roger Fellows 01296 424982 or roger@rwfellows.co.uk
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Chris
at Cathy's
Unisex Hairdressing
Open Tuesday, Thursday
Friday and Saturday
3 New Road,
Weston Turville
Tel: 01296 613763

Seasoned Logs
Suitable for open fires and log
burners

Suppliers and installers of the highest
quality
Windows, Doors, Orangeries &
Conservatories
Visit our Showroom or contact us for a
free no obligation quote:
19 Bridgegate Business Park,
Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury,
HP19 8XN

Tel: 01296 422842

enquiries@premwindowsanddoors.co.uk
www.premwindowsanddoors.co.uk
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£5 per bag
£60 per sack
Free delivery in village
Church Farm
Weston Turville
Tel: 01296 613424
Articles for the Weston Turville Times
If you would like to submit a letter or
article, please send this to
clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
Contributions to the magazine are
welcomed subject to space and the Editor’s
decision on suitability.
The copy deadline for the Summer issue is
30th April 2021.
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WESTON TURVILLE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

The Weston Turville Historical Society Committee hope you and your families are
safe and well. With the continued high number of Covid-19 cases, along with the
current lockdown, we now consider the earliest we can foresee a resumption of
meetings will be September 2021. This assumes the virus situation improves
significantly, the social distancing guidelines are relaxed further, and we can meet
in larger groups. We will, of course, only recommence the monthly meetings when
it is safe to do so. If we can hold a meeting in September, we will make this our
AGM where we can talk about membership and our forward plans. There will also
be a speaker. In the meantime, the committee has agreed to hold over any
membership until that time. We hope that any of you who have not been
members of the society will come along to our monthly meetings. If you are
interested in local history, we do have an extensive archive of photographs, books
and articles about Weston Turville.
As we learn more about the relaxation of lockdown and meeting in larger groups,
we will contact our members and others through the EWT Facebook to find out
your views on restarting monthly meetings. In the meantime, whilst we are all
living under the current restrictions, we can recommend that you have a look at
our revamped website, www.WTHSoc.org.uk.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Parish Meeting for Weston Turville will
be held virtually via Zoom on Thursday 15th April at 7pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 910 7410 5866
Passcode: 933722
This is an opportunity for you to raise any queries with your Parish Councillors
and find out more about the plans for new facilities at the recreation ground.
There will be a report from the Parish Council and Village Hall Charity
covering 2020-21.
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Quiz - How well do you know the Highway Code?
Inconsiderate parking, poor driving and speeding vehicles are regularly complained
about in our parish and beyond but how well do you know the Highway Code?
1. What is the difference between Pelican and Puffin crossings?
2. Which type of crossing, named after a big billed bird, are cyclists also allowed to
use?
3. What must you not do when riding a horse?
4. If riding at night, what four (or five) things must a cycle manufactured after 1985
have fitted?
5. What should be switched on if a car is parked on a road with 40mph or greater
speed limit?
6. What shape is a warning sign (mostly)?
7. Who has priority on a shared pavement – cyclists, invalid carriages or pedestrians?
8. You are first to arrive at the scene of an accident – what should you do?
9. Signs giving orders are generally which shape?
10. You must not park opposite or within what distance of a junction?
11. Where would you see amber studs?
12. What should a pedestrian not do with a reversing vehicle?

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

2.
3.
4.
1.

On Puffin crossings the red and green figures are above the control box on
your side of the road and there is no flashing green phase.
Toucan crossing
Take the horse on a footpath or pavement
White front lights, red rear lights, a red rear deflector and amber deflectors on
the pedals
Parking lights – the car should also be parked in the direction of traffic flow
Triangular
Pedestrians – cyclists and invalid carriages/mobility scooters must give way
Call emergency services
Circular
10 metres or 32 feet
Amber studs mark the central reservation on a dual carriageway or motorway
Not cross behind it!

Answers
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The Chequers Inn
Weston Turville
Double Rosette fine dining pub and restaurant
Specialising in seasonal, local produce, we offer a la carte, tasting and
vegan tasting menus, as well as 1, 2 and 3 course set lunch menus - or
simply drop in for a cosy fireside drink in our 16th century bar!
~
Phone - 01296613298
Email - info@thechequerswt.co.uk
www.thechequerswt.co.uk
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Kids Corner:
The earliest known reference to Easter eggs was in the 16th century but
these were not chocolate eggs but hard-boiled eggs that were decorated.
The UK's first chocolate egg was produced in 1873
some 300 years later!
76 per cent of people bite the chocolate bunny's
ears off first.
Cadbury’s make 500 million Creme Eggs every year.
That is 1.5 million eggs a day. If you piled them on
top of each other, it would be 10 x higher than
Mount Everest!
Here is an Easter egg for you to colour and then you can design your own
patterns on the blank ones!

How does the Easter bunny stay fit?
Eggs-ercise
Where does the Easter bunny get his eggs?
From an eggplant
What happened to the Easter bunny at school?
He was eggspelled
What do you call a rabbit with fleas?
Bugs bunny
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Weston Turville
Easter Bunny Trail
Following on from the very successful WT Village Advent
Calender, on Easter Sunday and Easter Monday you can join in
the Easter Bunny Trail
Around the village there will be 20 Easter Bunnies waiting to be
found by the children. All you have to do is find the bunnies,
make a note of their names and if you find all 20 you will win an
Easter Egg.
More information will be published on the Everything Weston
Turville Facebook page and local notice boards.
Sharon Elmidoro
Easter Bunny trails are also being organised for Hampden
Hall and for Weston Grove / The Paddocks.

Weston Turville U3A
Although Coronavirus has curtailed some of our activities, the monthly general
meetings have continued on Zoom with some interesting and entertaining talks and
many more are planned for the rest of 2021. Once restrictions are lifted these
meetings will continue at our usual venue.
During the winter months some of the outdoor activities such as petanque and
walking have stopped, but these will restart as soon as possible. Other sections such
as the Book groups and Patchwork & Quilting are continuing to meet thanks to
social media
Despite lockdowns and restrictions we are still going strong and further details
about the various activities of the Weston Turville U3A branch can be found on the
website: www.wtu3a.org.uk or from our Secretary on 01296 613217.
Weston Turville Times Spring 2021
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USEFUL CONTACTS
Allotment Association

wtaacommittee@gmail.com

Aston Clinton Surgery

01296 630241

Bedgrove Surgery

01296 330330

Buckinghamshire Council

01296 395000

Citizens Advice

0344 411 1444

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

Electricity Emergency (UK Power Networks)

0800 783 8838

Environmental Health out of hours

01296 585093

Gas Emergency

0800 111 999

Hospital – High Wycombe

01494 526161

Hospital - Stoke Mandeville

01296 315000

NHS Direct

111

Police – non emergency

101

School – Weston Turville Combined

01296 613436

Transport for Bucks

01296 395000 opt 2

Village Hall, Weston Turville

07909 485369

Wendover Health Centre

01296 623452

Wendover Library

01296 382415

Weston Turville Parish Council

01296 612838

Local Councillors
Cllr Bill Chapple OBE

01296 426814

Cllr Carole Paternoster

01296 630710

Cllr Michael Collins

01296 632039

Support Services
Age UK

0800 169 6565

Childline

0800 1111

Domestic Violence Hotline

0808 2000 247

Mind

0300 123 3393

Samaritans

116 123
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WHO TO REPORT ISSUES TO
999 - to report a crime in progress
101 – to report a crime after the fact
Antisocial behaviour

Dog bins (full or damaged)

01296 383962 Mon-Fri or 0800 999 7677
evenings or weekends – to report concerns
about children to Social Services First Response
01296 585858 – to report antisocial behaviour
to Buckinghamshire Council
Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858
(please quote the bin reference number eg
AV123 which is on each bin)

Environmental Health issues –
including noise complaints

Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858

Fly Tipping

Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858

Highways and Rights of Way

Transport for Bucks – 01296 395000, option 2
Or www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/

Litter – missed bin collections,
overflowing public litter bins

Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858

Park and recreation ground

Parish Council – 01296 612838

Planning matters, including
enforcement

Buckinghamshire Council - 01296 585858

Street furniture, eg benches, bins,
bus shelters, noticeboards

Parish Council – 01296 612838

Street lights located in Hampden
Hall, A413 or A41

Transport for Bucks – 01296 395000, option 2
Or report online via
www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/

Street lights located in Weston
Turville village

Parish Council – 01296 612838

Village Hall

Parish Council – 01296 612838

Water leaks

Thames Water – 0800 714 614
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