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Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 15th July 2021 at Weston Turville Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: 
Parish Cllrs:	M Baylis, R Blackmore, M Conolly, G Fincham. M Jarvis, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell and M Watson
Clerk: 	Mrs Sarah Copley 
Bucks Cllr Ed Gemmel
Fifteen members of public.
	
	21.125 
	APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr V Trowell and Bucks Cllr Mike Collins.
	

	21.126 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
A resident of The Paddocks raised concerns regarding the maintenance of communal areas of the new development.  The Clerk was asked to send him the details of the Bucks Unitary councillors to request their support, the Parish Council would also provide support where they could.
	

	21.127 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	21.128 
	CLIMATE EMERGENCY
a) Presentation from Ed Gemmel – Hazlemere Parish Councillor and Bucks Councillor
Cllr Gemmel talked about the need for action to tackle climate change and discussed some of the steps Hazlemere Parish Council have taken which have been positively received by the community.  He had also invited some local children to make statements on the impact of climate change.  
b) To consider declaring a Climate Emergency
It was proposed by Cllr Blackmore and seconded by Cllr Conolly that the Parish Council declare a climate emergency.  Upon putting the motion to a vote, two voted in favour and six against, the motion was therefore not carried.
c) Parish Council action on Climate Change
The steps already taken by the Parish Council to reduce its carbon footprint were noted and it was agreed that a working group to consist of parish councillors and local residents bet set up to research other improvements that could be made.
	









RB

	21.129 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June 2021 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  
	

	21.130 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The list of payments totalling £7,202.92 were approved as listed in appendix 2.
b) The bank reconciliation and finance report were noted.
	




	21.131 
	EVENTS
a) Street Food Markets
Cllr Simons had contacted the organiser to request a date after the lockdown restrictions were lifted on 19th July, she would report back once a date was agreed.
b) Platinum Jubilee, 2022
It was agreed that a family day be organised for the Jubilee weekend and that an official opening of the new facilities at the recreation ground be held, to include skateboard demonstrations.
c) First Aid Training
A resident had suggested that first aid training be organised for those interested in the village.  It was agreed to look into the options and costs, Cllrs Baylis and Simons had some contacts they would approach.
	







MB / MS

	21.132 
	PROJECTS UPDATE
a) Improvements to Recreation Ground
Work on the footpaths had started the previous week, they would be doing the football field and far side of the near field now and finishing off along the new facilities once they were all installed.
Work was due to commence on the children’s playground on 22nd July.
A new planning officer had been assigned to the application for skate park and MUGA and decision expected by 23rd July.
The petanque court would start in approx. one months time.
Cllrs Fincham and Simons outlined ideas for the wildflower area which were AGREED.  It was further agreed to ask the community to get involved by donating any unwanted plants. 
b) Memorial to Fallen Plane
The Clerk had started to request quotes and would bring them to the September meeting for consideration.
c) Village Hall – solar panels and ground source heating
The order had been placed for solar panels, they would be installed in either October half term or during the Christmas holidays to reduce impact on hall hirers.  It was AGREED that the Clerk sign the letter giving authority to JoJu to apply for the grid connection on behalf of the Parish Council.  Prior to the installation of the panels a structural survey would need to be carried out at a cost of approx. £500.
Cllr Simons and the Clerk would be meeting with a ground source heating company the following week to progress this.
d) Community Orchard
The signed lease had been returned to the solicitor who was renewing the land registry search before completing the lease.
The concerns of neighbouring properties were noted and it was AGREED the Clerk respond to them and invite them to get involved with the planning of the orchard.
	







	21.133 
	WESTON TURVILLE TIMES COMMITTEE
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 13th July were noted.  Cllr Blackmore agreed to write a page on climate change.
	




	21.134 
	PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 8th July were noted.
b) The response from Buckinghamshire Council regarding use of s106 money from Hampden Fields was noted.  It was agreed to request a meeting with the Hampden Fields Consortium regarding suitable s106 projects within the parish.
c) Residents in Marroway and New Road had contacted the council concerned about speeding vehicles and HGVs using these roads.  The MVAS were currently up in these roads and data would be forwarded on to Thames Valley Police.  Training days for volunteers to use the Sentinel Speedwatch equipment would be organised and advertised for volunteers to come forward.
d) Rumble Strips – it was noted that it would yellow bar markings would be reinstated in Brook End rather than full rumble strips due to the proximity of residential properties.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would not fund resurfacing in this area as that was the responsibility of Bucks Council.
	

MJ

	21.135 
	ENVIRONMENT 
a) Cllr Terry reported that the wildflower signs had been put up around the village and had been well received. Cllr Simons said that at a recent talk on wildflowers it had been recommended that verges were not cut annually as insects lay eggs on the grass.  The Clerk would refer this on to Aylesbury Town Council who cut the grass.
b) Overgrown hedging – complaints had been received regarding some areas of the village where hedges were overhanging the pavement/road. The Clerk would be writing to the landowners in September once the nesting season was over to remind them of their obligation to cut back their boundary hedges/trees.  An article would also be put in the WT Times.
The Clerk had met with the Local Area Technician and raised the issue of trees needing tidying up, he confirmed that trees were due for their three yearly inspection in the autumn and suggested not doing any works until the report was in and safety works carried out.
c) Footpath Group – it was agreed that Cllr Watson would lead on a footpath group to monitor condition of rights of way in the parish.
	

Clerk


	21.136 
	THE PADDOCKS
Residents of The Paddocks had raised concerns regarding maintenance of the community areas in the estate. The Clerk had forwarded these onto Careys who were still maintaining the areas before they are handed over the Parish Council and management company.  The Parish Council would support the residents to get these issues addressed. 
	

	21.137 
	SCHOOL APPROACH AND RECREATION GROUND 
a) Tennis Court – The quote of £525 to repair the wooden and chain link fencing around the tennis courts was accepted.
b) Antisocial Behaviour – ASB continued to be a problem around the hall and playing fields, including disrupting the workmen installing the path.  Thames Valley Police were aware of the issues and had spoken to the boys involved.  Another group of boys had smashed up a TV on the far field leaving behind mess and broken glass.  One had come forward and written a letter of apology to the Council.
c) Bollards – the cost of the bollards to be put in School Approach was £44.05 each plus installation.  The Clerk had requested an installation quote but this had not yet been received.  The contractor had suggested that as it was a private road, wooden posts painted white could be a more cost effective solution, his quote will be including costs for both options.
	
Clerk







	21.138 
	CORRESPONDENCE
The draft Stoke Mandeville Neighbourhood Plan was currently out for consultation.
	

	21.139 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Chairman reported that a working group meeting with Bucks Cllr Mike Collins would take place on 22nd July and would be attended by Cllrs Jarvis, Conolly and Watson.  Cllr Collins had written to managing director of Arriva regarding the lack of service to parts of the village and was awaiting a response.
The Clerk’s report was noted and a copy attached as Appendix 3.
	

	21.140 
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OR NEXT AGENDA
Cllr Fincham asked for a schedule for the verge cutting, the Clerk would request this.
	

	21.141 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Council would be at 7pm on 16th September in the Village Hall.
	





Signed:								Date: 		16th September 2021 	



Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	21.57 
	Research ground source heating for hall
	MS / Clerk
	

	21.94a
	Request further information re trees available for planting
	CT
	

	21.110
	Costs and duties for a part time handyman
	Clerk
	

	21.113
	Quotes for memorial to plane
	Clerk
	

	21.128
	Set up working group for climate change
	RB / Clerk
	

	21.131
	Look into first aid training providers
	MB / MS
	

	21.134
	Request meeting with Hampden Fields Consortium
	MJ
	

	21.135
	Ask ATC not to cut the verge in Worlds End Lane 
	Clerk
	

	21.137
	Place order for tennis court repairs
	Clerk
	

	21.137
	Quotes for bollards and turfing
	Clerk
	




Appendix 2 – Payments list
	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	08/07/2021
	Cloudy IT
	Software licences and support
	electronic
	£65.60
	£13.12
	£78.72

	10/07/2021
	BAS Associates
	Payroll Fees Q2
	electronic
	£54.00
	£10.80
	£64.80

	15/07/2021
	UK Security Group
	Replace network switch on CCTV system
	electronic
	£150.00
	£30.00
	£180.00

	15/07/2021
	E Sharp Electrical
	Light shield
	electronic
	£45.00
	£9.00
	£54.00

	15/07/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE & NI July
	electronic
	£609.83
	
	£609.83

	15/07/2021
	Clerk
	July Salary
	electronic
	£1,740.46
	
	£2,650.43

	15/07/2021
	
	July cost claim - see below
	electronic
	£792.64
	£117.33
	

	15/07/2021
	Bucks Council Pensions
	July pension contribution
	electronic
	£658.14
	
	£658.14

	15/07/2021
	Aylesbury Town Council
	Devolved services - VAHT & AC Road
	electronic
	£2,180.00
	£436.00
	£2,616.00

	16/07/2021
	EON
	street light electric June
	DD
	£242.50
	£48.50
	£291.00

	 
	 
	 
	TOTAL 
	£6,538.17
	£664.75
	£7,202.92


Appendix 3 – Clerks Report
Below are updates on issues that are ongoing where no decision or minimal expenditure is required. The purpose of this document is to keep councillors and the public up to date on various matters.
[bookmark: _Hlk74832894]Hampden Hall
Email received from resident concerned that overhanging trees were forcing people into the road to walk round them.  The trees are on the green area around the playground and have been reported to Transport for Bucks who would be inspecting them next week.
Dog waste bin overflowing again and dog waste being put in the bin at the children’s playground.  The new dog bin was ordered in December 2020 and has still not been fitted by Bucks Council despite repeated chasing.
Overhanging hedges/shrubs
Following complaints made by local residents, a number of letters have been sent out to homeowners reminding them of their obligation to cut back foliage that is overhanging or obstructing footpaths and roads.
The tree on Wendover Road, near Walnut Tree Court has been removed by Transport for Bucks who have passed it to the claims team to try to recover the costs from the property owner.
Property in Worlds End Lane has confirmed they will be cutting the hedging back in September to avoid nesting season.  The hedging is mostly full of ivy so it is going to be a big piece of work which may result in the hedging looking untidy whilst it recovers.
Owner of hedge in Millstream has responded to letter and is getting quotes for cutting back the hedge.
Speeding Reports
A local resident has contacted the Council with their concerns over speeding vehicles and the large number of HGVs, his concern related primarily to Marroway but said he was aware of other areas of the village similarly blighted.
MVAS has been put up in New Road and Marroway in the last week to collect data, they will then be moved to Worlds End Lane and Church Lane, then Hampden Hall once permission obtained from TFB to put it on their lamp posts.  Data collected will be shared via the PC website and with Thames Valley Police.
Evidence is required to support an application for a weight limit through the village, see form (HGV Limit Checklist).
Parish Office
The NEST and secondary gas meter would be installed at the parish office on 26th July. 
Pollution levels, Main Street
Bucks Council Environmental Health department due regularly monitor air quality at a number of locations but none in Weston Turville.  The air quality in and around Aylesbury is good with only one area exceeding their objectives and that is the gyratory junction.  I have asked if it is possible to get the levels measured in Weston Turville and am awaiting their reply and any associated costs.
Silver birch trees for Wendover Road and Brookside
The trees have been ordered and are due to be delivered at the end of August.  Cllr Fincham has measured the ph levels and made some recommendations to improve the soil in these areas.
Meeting with Local Area Technician:
Trees on Highways land - Following the discussion at the last meeting that the Parish Council consider funding crown lifting and other maintenance of trees on highways land, I have raised this matter with the local area technician who advised not to do anything in the short term as the trees were due to be inspected in autumn and safety works would then be carried out.  
Condition of pavements in Marroway and Weston Road – these will be inspected to see if they meet the criteria for repair, he will also look into siding out these areas to bring the path back to its original width.
Drains, gullies, culverts – gullies are due to be jetted in autumn.  The ditch and culvert at the junction of Marroway, Worlds End Lane and Main Street will be cleared around the same time.  He would also look at the attenuation pond at the new houses in Worlds End Lane to ensure this is connected to the drainage system.
Entrance to reservoir car park – due to have access protection markings painted in front of the gate in the next couple of weeks.
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