[image: wtpc621]		 Clerk: Mrs Sarah Copley
Email: clerk@westonturville-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 01296 612838




Minutes of the Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 19th March 2020 at the Village Hall, School Approach, Weston Turville.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: D Hillier, M Jarvis, M Simons, C Terry, M Watson
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
	
	20.44 
	APOLOGIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Backus, Paterson and Trowell.  Cllr Morgan was absent. 
	

	20.45 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	20.46 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
None present.
	

	20.47 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
a) The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and duly signed by the Chairman.
b) The actions list was reviewed and completed actions noted. 
	

	20.48 
	PLANTING
a) The locations and costs for planting wildflower verges were AGREED as junctions Church Lane and Worlds End Lane, Bates Lane and Main Street and near the War Memorial.  The seeds had been purchased at a cost of £18, Cllr Terry would liaise with the volunteers who would be planting them.
b) It was AGREED to permit the request from Allotments Association for a commemorative tree to be planted in the corner of the car park, where two trees had recently been removed.
c) A resident had requested that the Council consider planting a tree to replace one recently removed from Wendover Road.  It was AGREED this would be included in the autumn planting pending permission from Transport for Bucks.
	

CT






	20.49 
	VILLAGE SIGN
It was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote from Village Sign People to design and produce a village sign.  The Clerk would enquire whether planning permission would be required.  Cllr Terry would assist with the project.
	
Ckerk / CT

	20.50 
	ELECTIONS
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, local elections had been postponed until May 2021.  
	

	20.51 
	CORONAVIRUS
a) It was unanimously AGREED to adopt the following temporary scheme of delegation:
In response to the Covid-19 outbreak in the UK and in the event that it is not possible to convene a meeting of the council in a reasonable time, the Clerk shall have delegated authority to make decisions on behalf of the council where such decision cannot reasonably be deferred and must be made in order to comply with a commercial or statutory deadline. The Clerk will consult with the Chairman and Vice Chairman for guidance as necessary.
The Clerk shall have delegated authority to respond to planning application following consultation with the Planning Committee.
The delegation does not extend to matters expressly reserved to the council in legislation or in its Standing Orders or Financial Regulations. Any decisions made under this delegation must be recorded in writing and must be published in accordance with the relevant regulations. This delegated authority ceases upon the first meeting of the council after the council meeting at which the delegation was put in place.
b) Planned events were discussed and it was AGREED:
· To cancel the village fete planned for June
· To postpone the parish litter pick to September in line with Tidy Britain’s “Spring clean” campaign
· To cancel the VE Day 75 celebration event on 8th May.  Consideration would be given to holding it on VJ Day in August if the pandemic was over.
c) Addendum to Emergency Plan for pandemic situations – it was agreed not to add an addendum at this time.
	

	20.52 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
a) The list of payments tables totalling £25,506.74 was AGREED.  The Clerk would chase Lock and Key for their invoice for the new locks in order for it to be paid in this financial year.
b) The finance report was noted and budget virements AGREED as follows:
£2115 from Projects to School Approach & Recreation ground
£1600 from Other Grants to Street light repairs and maintenance
£2000 from Office utilities and £4250 from Office furniture to Employment costs
c) The bank reconciliation was noted.
d) It was unanimously AGREED to retain IAC Audit as internal auditor, the date of the internal audit would be 22nd April.
e) The risk assessment was reviewed and AGREED.
f) The asset register was reviewed and AGREED.
g) The Clerk had contacted the auditor with regard to her employment through the Parish Council to manage the hall hires and Council’s responsibilities as sole trustee and he had confirmed this was acceptable.  The agreement at the last meeting that the Council pay for the additional hours was therefore ratified.
h) Following the changes to the village hall income and subsequent decision to increase the Clerk’s hours, the revised 2020-21 budget was AGREED.
	

	20.53 
	S106 PROJECTS
It was AGREED to allocate s106 funds for applications 19/04119/APP and 18/02495/APP towards the provision of a new village hall.
	
Clerk

	20.54 
	VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION
The extension was now complete.  It was noted that the payments to the contractor included a 5% retention which would be payable after the 12 month review and snagging completed.
	




	20.55 
	PROJECTS
a) Skate Park and MUGA 
The Chairman had spoken to Sport England but their objections remained. He had now requested the assistance of the local MP who had agreed to facilitate a meeting between the Council, Sport England and AVDC. 
b) Petanque – The location for the petanque court was AGREED, a planning application would be submitted once the outcome of the skate park application was known.
	 

MJ/ Clerk

	20.56 
	BUS SERVICE
Cllr Conolly provided an update on his research into bus times and routes and the draft letter to Arriva was approved for sending.
	
Clerk

	20.57 

	RECREATION GROUND
a) Weekly inspections were ongoing, no issues found with the equipment.   The grass cutting contractor had confirmed there was no increase to his fees for 2020-21 and it was AGREED to continue with their services.
b) It was AGREED to defer the purchase and installation of benches until later in the year due to the current pandemic and lack of decision regarding the skate park.
c) It was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote from the arborist to inspect and report on the trees in the recreation ground.
	






	20.58 
	FOOTBALL
Due to the pandemic, the meetings with the football clubs had been cancelled. 
Cllrs Jarvis, Paterson and Watson would continue to work with the clubs to agree how use of the pitches would work in practice with regard to pitch marking and goals as well whether to book for the season or weekly. 
Fees would need to be set and the Clerk would investigate what other councils charge for pitch hire.  It was noted that the Council would need to register for VAT if booking out pitches on a weekly basis.
	

MJ, MW, JP

Clerk

	20.59 
	ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS
a) The grass verges had been cut for the first time this year and the Clerk was asked to pass on the Council’s thanks and appreciation of an excellent job done in the difficult weather conditions.
b) A complaint had been received about a local business parking their vehicles in Main Street in a way that blocked the pavement for pedestrians.  It was AGREED that the Chairman would speak to the business owner in the first instance.
	
Clerk


MJ

	20.60 
	VILLAGE HALL
a) Due to the closure of all schools in response to the pandemic, Topsy would be closing permanently earlier than expected on 20th March.  It was unanimously AGREED that the hall be closed as of this date and the Clerk would inform hirers.  The closure would be reviewed monthly in line with government advice and guidance.
While the hall was closed, the caretaker had agreed to carry out some maintenance, including painting as he would not need to do his usual cleaning.  
The gents toilet refurbishment would also be brought forward to April if the plumber was available.
b) It was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote from Ian Howard to carry out a building survey and insurance valuation for the hall.
c) Correspondence from Lloyds regarding opening a bank account for the hall was noted.  It was RESOLVED that Clerk be authorised to sign for an on behalf of the Village Hall for the purposes of opening the account.
	

	20.61 
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
a) The minutes of the planning committee meeting held in March were noted.
	 

	20.62 

	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received was noted.  
It was AGREED (3 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention) that a donation of £250 be given to Citizens Advice Bureau, subject from confirmation from BALC that this was possible.
It was AGREED to respond to the consultation on nursery provision at the School to say that the Council had no objections to the principle but were concerned about parking arrangements.  A meeting would be requested with headteacher to discuss ways to improve parking in the hall car park.
	

Clerk

Clerk


	20.63 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Clerk report was noted:
1. VE 75 Grant  - AVDC have agreed to provide a grant of £50 towards the costs of the VE 75 commemoration event, Clerk was asked to find out if this could be used for the replacement VJ Day event.
2. Railings – the railings around the car park have been extended to the patio area outside the office to protect pedestrians walking to the recreation ground.  The railings in School Approach have also been extended along to deter people driving on the pavement which was endangering children walking to school.  The railings were donated by a local resident and would be painted in the spring.
3. Wendover Local Area Forum grant application – confirmation had been received that the application for funding towards the cost of rumble strips for Brook End would be considered by the new Community Board.  TFB had provided a fully costed proposal for this works, the total cost is £7,854.05, the Parish Council has budgeted £3500 for road safety measures for 2020-21. 
4. Annual Asset inspection – the Clerk is in the process of carrying out a visual inspection of the Council’s assets and would provide a report at the next meeting.
5. Street light – street light in Church Walk has failed, Sharps have inspected it but it is a problem with the supply to the column so it has now been referred to UK Power Network to reconnect the supply.
6. CCTV – the camera will be re-sited and new camera installed on 26th March, along with the screen for monitoring.
	


Clerk

	20.64 

	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
Cllr Watson reported that AVDC had cancelled the brown bin collections with no notice period.  The Clerk was asked to write to AVDC expressing disappointment at the lack of notice given.
Cllr Simons reported that Gade Homes would be withdrawing their planning application for the land at Quakers Mead and that they were reinstating the footpath and the land would be used for grazing stock until such a time that a new application could be submitted. 
	

	20.65 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council would be circulated once the restrictions due to the pandemic were relaxed.
The Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for 23rd April would be cancelled.
	




Signed:								Date: 					




Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	19.53
	Resilience Plan 
	MS/JP/Clerk
	In progress

	19.98
	Place order for bollards
	Clerk
	On hold

	19.167
	Hampden Hall adult gym consultation
	HB / clerk
	

	19.194
	Consultation for new dog waste bins
	Clerk
	On hold until new financial year

	19.213
	Arrange works permit for power installation, get quotes for Christmas tree anchor (April 2020)
	Clerk
	

	20.31
	Investigate options to secure CCTV system
	Clerk
	

	20.32
	Pentanque planning application
	Clerk
	

	20.35
	Quote for new sign for Wendover Road
	Clerk
	

	20.48
	Oversee planting of wildflower verges
	CT
	

	20.49
	Progress village sign
	Clerk/CT
	

	20.53
	Notify AVDC of s106 projects
	Clerk
	

	20.56
	Write to Arriva
	Clerk
	

	20.57
	Arrange continuation of grass cutting
	Clerk
	

	20.57
	Notify arborist of acceptance of quote
	Clerk
	

	20.58
	Arrangements for football pitch hire
	Clerk, MJ, MW, JP
	

	20.59
	Contact local business re vehicles blocking pedestrian path
	MJ
	

	20.60
	Notify surveyor of acceptance of quote
	Clerk
	

	20.60
	Return forms to Lloyds bank
	Clerk
	

	20.62
	Contact BALC re donation to CAB
	Clerk
	

	20.62
	Respond to school consultation
	Clerk
	

	20.63
	Contact AVDC re VE Day grant
	Clerk
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