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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Weston Turville Parish Council held on 20th May 2021 at Weston Turville Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk25591487]PRESENT: Cllrs: M Baylis, R Blackmore, M Conolly, M Jarvis, J Paterson, M Simons, C Terry, V Trowell and M Watson
Clerk: Sarah Copley 
	
	21.78 
	ELECTION OF CHAIR
It was unanimously AGREED to elect Cllr M Jarvis as Chairman for 2021-22.
	

	21.79 
	APOLOGIES 
No apologies had been received.
	

	21.80 
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
It was unanimously AGREED to elect Cllr M Simons as Vice Chair for 2021-22.
	

	21.81 
	OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS
None present.
	

	21.82 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) There were no declarations of interest.
b) There were no dispensation requests.
	

	21.83 
	PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
a) Following the election on 6th May, nine councillors had been elected.  All those present had signed the declaration of acceptance of office prior to the meeting. 
b) Councillors were reminded of the legal requirement to complete their register of interests form and to submit their expense claim to Bucks Council within 28 days of the election.
c) One vacancy remained which the Council could co-opt, the Clerk would advertise the vacancy for co-option on the noticeboards and website and the position would be co-opted at the July Council meeting.
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	21.84 
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2021 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  
	

	21.85 
	MEMBERSHIP AND REMIT OF COMMITTEES
Membership and remit of the Council’s committees was discussed and it was agreed that the following committees be formed:
Planning and Highways Committee – Cllrs Baylis, Conolly, Paterson, Simons and Trowell.
Policy and Resources Committee - Cllrs Paterson, Simons, Terry and Trowell.
Weston Turville Times – Cllrs Baylis, Jarvis, Simons, Terry and Trowell.
The Chairman would be an ex-officio member of all committees.
	




	21.86 
	APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Committee Chairs were appointed as follows:
Planning and Highways Committee – Cllr J Paterson
Policy and Resources Committee – Cllr C Terry
Weston Turville Times – Cllr M Simons
	

	21.87 
	APPOINTMENT TO EXTERNAL BODIES  
a) Wendover Local Area Forum  - Cllr M Simons and Cllr R Blackmore
b) ARLA Liaison Group – Cllr M Watson 
c) RAF Halton Stakeholders meetings – Cllr M Watson  
d) Marroway Partnership meetings – Cllr M Simons
e) BALC Parish Liaison meetings – Cllr J Paterson
	

	21.88 
	BANKING ARRANGEMENTS
a) Direct Debits and Standing Orders – these were reviewed and it was AGREED that all were still required and should remain in place.
· BAS Associates for the payroll which was paid quarterly 
· Public Works Loan Board for the loan repayment, paid in August and February
· EON for street light electricity paid monthly
· Information Commissioner for Data Protection registration, paid annually
It was further agreed to set up a direct debit for the monthly payment to Cloudy IT for IT licences and support.
b) Signatories – it was agreed that the following councillors would be signatories to the bank account, the Clerk would make the necessary arrangements: 
Cllrs M Baylis, M Jarvis, M Simons, C Terry, J Paterson and M Watson
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	21.89 
	ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2020-21
1. The year end bank reconciliation was reviewed and accepted.
1. Internal audit report – the report of the internal auditor was noted and responses agreed.
1. The Council reviewed the Governance Statements in the Annual Return.  The Clerk had sought advice from the External Auditor (PKF Littlejohn) who had confirmed the Council should answer YES to question 4 on the Annual Governance report.  The chairman and the clerk signed the Annual Governance Statement once completion of the section 1 had been AGREED.
1. There being no questions or comments, the Accounting Statement was agreed and signed by the Chairman. The Annual Return would now be submitted to the External Auditors and the notice of electors rights displayed.
1.  It was noted that the dates for public inspection of the accounts would be 14th June – 23rd July 2021.
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	21.90 
	GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
Details of the General Power of Competence had been circulated.  The Clerk explained that it was necessary for the Council to confirm that all the conditions for the GPC were met.  
It was RESOLVED that Weston Turville Parish Council met the criteria for eligibility to take up the General Power of Competence.
	

	21.91 
	REVIEW OF POLICIES
It was unanimously AGREED to adopt the following standing orders as circuated:
a) Standing Orders 
b) Financial Regulations
c) Code of Conduct
d) Complaints Procedure
e) It was agreed to defer the review of other policies to the next meeting of the Parish Council.
	

	21.92 
	POLICY AND RESOURCES
The list of payments totalling £4.775.62 were approved as listed in appendix 2.
	

	21.93 
	PROJECTS UPDATE
a) The report on ongoing projects was noted, see appendix 3.  It was agreed to seek the support of Bucks Councillors to push for a decision on planning applications.
b) It was unanimously AGREED that the children’s play equipment being removed as part of the changes to the recreation ground be offered to the school.  
	

	21.94 
	ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHWAYS
a) Report from lead members Cllr Terry and Cllr Paterson:
· Cllr Paterson commented that Main Street continued to flood near the shops in heavy rain.  The Clerk confirmed that Bucks Council had a program to clean all drains and gullies over the summer.
· Cllr Terry reported that she and Cllr Simons would be planting up the planters and the area around the Christmas tree as soon as the weather permitted.
· Cllr Terry said she had been contacted by a local resident who had offered some trees to the parish, she would make further enquiries on the types in order for the Council to agree the best place to plant them.
· Trees in Brook End were in need to crown lifting and maintenance, the Clerk would contact the Local Area Technician to see which were on the schedule for works.
b) Removal of dead trees in School Approach and Brookside
It was AGREED to accept the quote from JW Services to fell the two dead trees and grind out the stumps at a cost of £325.
The Clerk had applied to Bucks Council for a licence to plant replacement trees in the autumn and JW Services had quoted £45 each to plant them, this quote was accepted.
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	21.95 
	RECREATION GROUND AND SCHOOL APPROACH
a) Weekly inspections were continuing and although there were no safety issues with the equipment, there had been some graffiti on the toddler playhouse and benches.  Littering was becoming an issue again now that the evenings were light for longer.
b) Rats - A neighbour had reported seeing rats coming into her garden from the recreation ground.  It was agreed to monitor and contact Environmental Health for advice if rat activity increased.
c) Kick Wall and basketball net – it was unanimously AGREED to accept the quote from JW Services to remove the kick wall (£645) and make good the ground.  This needed to be removed before the works commenced on the new facilities for the recreation ground.  It was agreed to leave the basketball net as this should be removed as part of the petanque installation.
	

	21.96 
	CORRESPONDENCE
A copy of the public interest report produced by Colney Heath Parish Council had been forwarded to the Parish Council as WTPC had the same clerk as Colney Heath at the time of the irregularities.  The report was noted but it was agreed not to take any further action at this time.  Financial controls have been introduced and the Council had received a clean audit since 2015.
	

	21.97 
	CONSULTATIONS
a) Ivinghoe Freight Strategy - The Council were pleased to see this strategy being implemented and would like to see it extended to include more villages.  
b) Bucks Council Parking Review - It was agreed to respond to welcome initiatives to improve parking issues in residential areas but to ask for clarification on what is being done in the long term to improve parking provision for people wishing to access outdoor spaces such as Wendover Woods and Coombe Hill.
	

	21.98 
	REPORT OF CHAIRMAN AND CLERK
The Clerk’s reported that the dog bin in Brookside had been missed again this week and that Bucks Council were liaising with the contractor to ensure it is emptied twice a week in accordance with the contract.
The Chairman confirmed he would be composing a letter to Bucks Council regarding the s106 funds from Hampden Fields.
	

	21.99 
	MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OR NEXT AGENDA
Cllr Conolly asked about more logs or bollards being put in School Approach to prevent vehicles parking on the verge.  Cllr Jarvis would speak to a neighbouring farmer who had just felled two trees.
Cllr Conolly reported that the number 8 bus service had been reduced, it was agreed to add to a future agenda and invite Bucks Councillor M Collins to attend for his input.
Cllr Watson said that the litter bin in Worlds End Lane did not appear to be emptied twice weekly, the Clerk would monitor and take up with Bucks Council.
Cllr Blackmore asked for climate emergency to be included on the next agenda, she would forward information round to all councillors.
Cllr Simons reported that the Easter Bunny hunt had been very popular and successful.
Entry and preparations for Best Kept Village Competition 2022 would be included on the next agenda.
	
MJ



Clerk

	21.100 

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Council would be at 7pm on 17th June in the Village Hall.
The Planning Committee and Policy & Resources Committees would meet on 10th June.
	

	21.101 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
It was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
	

	21.102 
	TENDER AWARDS
The tenders received had been considered and scored by Cllrs Simons, Paterson, Terry and Conolly.  Their report was considered and it was unanimously agreed to award the tenders to:
· Playground alterations – Kompan
· Petanque Court – HAGS
· Pathways – Caloo
The Clerk would contact all those who submitted a tender with the result. 
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Signed:								Date: 		17th June 2021 	


Appendix 1 – Actions List

	Ref
	Action
	Who
	Update / Complete

	18.101
	Progress order and installation of bus shelter
	Clerk
	On hold

	21.57 
	Research ground source heating for hall
	MS / Clerk
	

	21.59b
	Source suitable trees for verges and arrange permits for planting
	Clerk
	

	21.60
	Write to Strategic Planning Committee re use of s106 from Hampden Fields
	MJ / Clerk
	

	21.83
	Advertise councillor vacancy for co-option
	Clerk
	

	21.88a
	Set up direct debit
	Clerk
	

	21.88b
	Facilitate changes to bank signatories
	Clerk
	

	21.89
	Submit AGAR to external auditor
	Clerk
	

	21.93
	Write to Bucks Councillors for support re planning applications
	Clerk
	

	21.94a
	Request further information re trees available for planting
	CT
	

	21.94a
	Contact LAT re tree maintenance in Brook End
	Clerk
	

	21.94b
	Arrange for dead trees to be removed
	Clerk
	

	21.97
	Respond to consultations
	Clerk
	

	21.99
	Ask local farmer re logs for School Approach
	MJ
	

	21.99
	Monitor litter bin emptying, Worlds End Lane
	Clerk
	

	21.102
	Tender decision to be issued to companies bidding
	Clerk
	





Appendix 2 – Payments list
	17/05/2021
	EON
	street light electric May
	DD
	£242.50
	£48.50
	£291.00

	20/05/2021
	Cloudy IT
	Software licences and support
	electronic
	£65.60
	£13.12
	£78.72

	20/05/2021
	BALC
	2021-22 Subscription
	electronic
	£679.73
	
	£679.73

	20/05/2021
	Lengthsman
	Village tidying April 
	electronic
	£460.00
	
	£460.00

	20/05/2021
	HMRC
	PAYE & NI May
	electronic
	£609.83
	
	£609.83

	20/05/2021
	Clerk
	May salary
	electronic
	£1,740.46
	
	£1,905.86

	20/05/2021
	
	May cost claim - see below
	electronic
	£141.34
	£24.06
	

	20/05/2021
	Bucks Council Pensions
	May pension contribution
	electronic
	£658.14
	
	£658.14

	20/05/2021
	WEL Medical
	replacement pads for defibrillator
	electronic
	£76.95
	£15.39
	£92.34

	 
	 
	 
	TOTAL 
	£4,674.55
	£101.07
	£4,775.62





Appendix 3 – Projects Update

Climate Action
Buckinghamshire Council had indicated informally that section 106 money could be used to fund solar panels and ground source heating for the Village Hall.  It would not be able to be used to fund electric car charging points and these would need to be paid for from the precept should the Council wish to continue.  
A formal application had been submitted for the solar panel and ground source heating and the decision awaited.  Once formal approval was given, the Clerk would get the quotes refreshed for consideration at the next meeting.

Memorial to Fallen Plane
An application had been submitted to Bucks Council’s Planning Department for a decision on whether planning permission was required for the memorial.  No decision has been received yet.

Changes to Recreation Ground
The application for permitted development for the MUGA, Skate Park and Petanque Court was submitted to Bucks Council in February, two weeks ago we received an update to say that a decision was unlikely before June due to current workload.
There has been a good response to the tenders and these are due to be discussed in the confidential session at the end of the meeting.

Lease of land for Community Orchard
The lease is now ready for signing but unfortunately was not received in time for this agenda so will be on the agenda for June.  
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